
 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMANDERS CORNER 
 

Over the summer months we have set records for 

attendance at many Post gatherings and events. Our 

volunteers have had to work much harder. Their 

dedication and 

commitment to 

our Post 

veterans and 

members is 

acknowledged 

by me and all 

our Post 

Officers and 

Board of 

Director 

Members. 

Thank you! 

 
The Chicken Shack ended an outstanding season 

thanks to the leadership of Ken Weber and Greg 

Albertson and the volunteer crew (see photo)which 

includes Jimmy Fisk (90) a Korean veteran and 

former officer and life member of our Post. At our 

monthly Post meeting we had the opportunity to sing 

“Happy Birthday” to Jimmy. Longtime customer 

Kurt Callahan donated $100 to the Chicken Shack as 

a “thank you”. 

And speaking of our Post monthly meeting, at our 

September meeting our Post was presented with a 

certificate of appreciation by Darryl Hudson, 

President, Caesar Rodney Chapter, Sons of the 

American Revolution. The framed certificate is 

displayed at the Post.  

 
Also, at our meeting member Chad Myers presented 

the Post with a picture of the Human Statute of over 

18000 officers and soldiers who came together in 

1918 at Camp Dodge in Des Moines, Iowa to create a 

rendition of the Statute of Liberty. (See photo). 

Thanks to Chad. 

. 
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Recently the Coastal Point newspaper printed 2 

articles about our Post. One article talked about our 

“open to the public” summer Sunday breakfasts and 

its large crowds and great success. The other article 

featured our Post Adjutant Fulton Loppatto for his 

dedication to and work with our veterans and Post 

members. Well done, Fulton! 

And speaking of our Sunday Breakfasts, we broke 

records this summer with many Sundays serving over 

400 breakfasts. The individual record was set by 

Team#3 with over 500 servings. Congratulations to 

Ken Smith and the VFW Golf Association Team. 

Our Post leadership and Honor Guard participated 

in a number of community events this past month. 

 

I had the privilege of welcoming the 20 “Operation 

Seas the Day” military veteran families to Bethany 

Beach at the 8
th

 annual kickoff luncheon hosted at 

our Post. Chaplain John Mitchell gave the invocation 

and Senior Vice Commander Jim Jensen and 

Auxiliary President Dale Weese helped greet the 

families. For those of you who are not familiar with 

Seas the Day, let me quote from their program. 

“We always will remember you volunteered to serve 

our nation. You interrupted your lives and families to 

keep us safe. We are forever indebted to YOU and 

YOUR family. The service and sacrifice of our 

military families has inspired the entire Bethany 

Community to THANK YOU and your families with 

a Warrior Beach Week”. 

Many of our members volunteered at a number of 

programs offered to our warrior families during their 

week. One young man was thrilled to ride in the 

parade in BOD member Ed Wolfe‟s fancy red 

corvette convertible. 

We also participated in the annual Bethany Beach 

Arts Festival on the boardwalk. We had a VFW table 

with information, applications and greeters who 

spoke to a number of passersby‟s. Thanks to our 

SrVC Jim Jensen, and our Auxiliary and Honor 

Guard members. 

On 9/17 Post Officers and Honor Guard members 

visited with veterans and veteran family members at 

the Brandywine Senior Living residence. We present 

a short program and thanked our veterans and 

family members and then individually spoke to all in 

attendance handing out Post coins, poppies and mini-

US flags. We had a great time. 

Our Post hosted the Boys Scouts who recently 

camped on our grounds for the weekend. While 

visiting us, they cleaned our beach and policed our 

grounds. Thank you, Troop # 959. 

Our Post donated 6 service flags and a DE state flag 

to Sussex Central High School through Past 

Commander and teacher Mike Grabowski. The flags 

were recently carried onto to the field by the varsity 

football team for opening day. Go Golden Knights! 

The flags will continue be used by the school. 

On 9/10 I journeyed to Camden, DE with District 

Commander Fulton Loppatto and DE State Chaplain 

John Mitchell for the DE VFW Council of 

Administration meeting. These meetings are 

represented and attended by our DE VFW Officers. 

Attendees include District and Post Commanders. 

The meeting provides us with National and state 

VFW information and reports. Topics include 

recruitment, legislative, scholarship, and community 

initiatives as well as VFW programs. 

The Post also recently hosted and end of summer 

picnic for members and family. Thanks to SrVC Jim 

Jensen, Debbie Jensen, and Auxiliary President Dale 

Weese and Cindy Weese. 

 



On 9/16 we held a brief service at the Post for 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day which included 

my comments and an explanation by Auxiliary 

members Cindy Weese and Kathi Gluck on the 

meaning of the POW/MIA table and its individual 

place settings.(See photo) As of today there are still 

more than 80,000MIAs since WWII. Please 

remember them in your prayers. 

We are waiting for Delmarva Power to 

remove/relocate the utility poles in our Memorial 

Park so that we can install our flagpoles, lighting and 

bricks. We are hopeful to move forward shortly. 

Congratulations to Frank Mathers, lifetime Post 

member and former Board of Director member on 

being named National Marine of the Year. Well done 

Frank, Oorah! 

If you need information and assistance in securing 

your DD214 and other military records, contact our 

Post Service Officer Rich Fales at 301-325-3813 or 

Smokey1st@netzero.net  In last month‟s newsletter 

the information I provided about securing your 

DD214 was not accurate. Go to the man who knows, 

our Service Officer Rich! 

Also remember DE Veteran Service Officer David 

Hilliard will be at our Post on the 2
nd

 Thursday at 

130PM. Stop by to say hello and bring your 

questions. You can also make an appointment for that 

day by calling or emailing David. 

302-994-2511 ext 7586david.hilliard@va.gov 

Remember if you know of a local veteran who needs 

our assistance contact “Help A Veteran” Committee 

Chairman Frank “Sarge” Bolen 

atfrankieb@mchsi.com 

On October 24
th

 at 5PM at the Post, don‟t miss our 

Civil War Program presented by Auxiliary Officer 

and Honor Guard member Ty Magliola. The 

program includes the viewing of civil war 

memorabilia and the day in the life of a union soldier 

as told by Ty. You are welcome to bring friends. 

Other upcoming events at the Post this month 

include: 

…Monday October 17
th

 Free Flu Shots from 3-6PM 

…Monthly Sunday Breakfast for October is the 16
th

, 

Team #4 

…Bull & Oyster Roast on 10/8 

Please remember that smoking outside of the Post 

designated area is both dangerous and illegal. 

Respect your Post and members. 

Finally, Commander “Shout Outs” go to: 

The Reilly brothers, John & Marty for all the work 

that they have recently done at the Post to include 

repairing and staining our deck…a yeomen‟s job and 

well done. Also, thanks to Marc Hudson for his help 

as well. To Maryann Penden for remembering my 

birthday and baking me the best carrot cake ever! 

And to the rest of the Cheesesteak crew who sang 

Happy Birthday. You are the best. 

And thanks to all who reach out and help our 

veterans. 

 

Stay safe, be well, pray for our military men and 

women, and God Bless You! 

 

John 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Commander 

VFW Post 7234 

 

Members of the American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 

AMVETS 

DELVETS 

As you know, Mason Dixon VFW Post 7234 

welcomes you as our GUEST as a fellow comrade 

and veteran. If however, you are a regular visitor 

who uses our Post under a “Guest” status, we 

strongly encourage you, and suggest that you join our 

Post as a VFW member, an Auxiliary member, or as 

a Mason Dixon member. Your membership card in 

the above-mentioned organizations is NOT meant to 

be a substitute for membership in our Post. Rather, it 

is to afford the occasional visitor   recognition as a 

fellow veteran so that you may enjoy a day, evening, 

or event at our Post. 

Please consider joining us as a member. We would be 

honored to have you! 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr.                          James Jensen 

Commander                                     Chairman 

VFW Post 7234                                Board of Directors 

 

ATTENTION MASON DIXON MEMBERS 
Thanks to all of you who have already sent in your 

dues for the next term. Please understand, however, 

the Post has not yet ordered our new membership 

cards. I will send out a general email to you when 

your membership card is ready for pickup. 

Remember, your membership card must be picked 

up at the Post and will not be mailed to you. Stay 

tuned and be on the lookout. 

Thank you for your continued membership and 

support of your Post. 

John 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Commander 

VFW Post 7234 

mailto:Smokey1st@netzero.net
mailto:david.hilliard@va.gov
mailto:frankieb@mchsi.com


2022-23 COMMANDER’S GOALS 
 

As Post Commander, I have set these goals for the 

coming year. With your help and support, we can 

move forward with these goals and continue to make 

our Post a better “home” for our veterans and 

members. 

 

1. Increase VFW membership attendance at our 

monthly meeting. 

2. Increase VFW member participation in the 

decision-making process for our Post. 

3. Make members more responsible for their 

Post by attending meeting and voting on 

proposals. 

4. Increase VFW membership by recruiting 

younger members from the Iraq and 

Afghanistan era. 

5. Create a “Bring A Member and Friend” 

Program. 

6. Establish a “Volunteer Interest Program” to 

increase our volunteers and their 

participation. 

7. Establish a “Welcome Orientation Program” 

to welcome new VFW, Auxiliary and Mason 

Dixon members. Our new members will learn 

about our Post, it‟s mission, veterans‟ services 

and programs, our community outreach, the 

Honor Guard, volunteer programs, as well as 

our social events, and our bar and kitchen 

activities and hours of operation. 

8. Establish a “Volunteer Orientation Program” 

for new volunteers 

9. Establish a “Talk to the Commander and 

Post Officers Program” to be scheduled 

bimonthly (every two months) …to improve      

communications, to ask questions, raise 

issues, make suggestions, etc.. 

10. Establish Educational Seminars at the Post 

for interested veterans to learn about and 

understand veteran resources and benefits. 

This will include meeting with our Service 

Officer and invited experts. 

11. Create a “Help A Veteran Program” to 

provide veteran assistance with 

transportation, repair person assistance, 

visitation, etc.. 

12. Implement a special Fund Drive Program for 

worthy causes to include the National Home 

For Children. 

13. Create and establish a “Preventative 

Maintenance Protocol Program” for our post 

building and equipment. 

14. Enhance and improve our lobby entrance. 

Create a digital memorial to replace our 

memorial plaques. 

15. Establish a program to capture our member 

hours of service to our Post, community, 

church, for recognition and reporting to the 

state and national VFW. 

16. Create more social programs for our veterans 

and members at the Post to include cards, 

scrabble, board games, etc.. 

 

 
 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 

    Trick or Treat.....I guess it depends if you are a 

glass half full or half empty type of person.   As we 

embrace fall and usher in October it gives us a 

chance to sit back and reflect.  The summer season 

has come to a close and gives us all time to take a 

breath and appreciate 

all that we have 

accomplished as a post 

over the summer.  Our 

post continues to excel 

and our Auxiliary 

membership continues 

to climb.  We have 

added 173 members 

since the beginning of 

July.  By the way, have 

I mentioned that we are 

the largest Auxiliary in 

the country.  Not bad 

considering we are the 

smallest state in the country. 

   In September we honored POW/MIA Day on 

September 16th at the post with a small ceremony led 

by Commander Gossart.  Those who were present at 

the Post, including some bikers from bike week, 

joined in this ceremony.  Commander Gossart 

provided a history of the honoring of this day and 

Cindy Weese and Kathi Gluck provided the meaning 

of each item on the table.  Taps was played at the 

conclusion.  Thank You to all who brought this 

together and to Cindy for refreshing the table for the 

ceremony and display. 



 
          
     October is Breast Cancer Awareness 

month which is an annual campaign to 

increase awareness and to promote regular 

screening and early detection.  Although 

this is the most common cancer affecting 

women, with 1 in 8 receiving the diagnosis 

during one's lifetime, breast cancer is a 

disease that affects both men and women.  

Early detection provides the best chance of 

successful treatment.   Support the 

fighters, Admire the survivors, and Honor the taken. 

   On October 3rd our Department president will be 

visiting at our monthly meeting.  Come out and join 

us.  In October our youth chairperson and volunteers 

will be participating in the Cops and Goblins Event 

at John West Park on October 29th.  We will be 

having two tables at this event.  One handing out 

candy and one providing post membership, 

scholarship, National Auxiliary contest information.  

There will be a box at the post for donation of bagged 

candy for this event. 

  Our National President Jane Reape will be visiting 

the State of Delaware from Nov 8th - 10th.  We are 

currently in the planning stages of hosting a luncheon 

for her on November 10th. 

I would like to thank the door monitors for their 

service throughout the summer to ensure the 

integrity of our post and to those Auxiliary members 

who stepped up and took on extra days.  Thank you 

for being courteous to all members and guests.   

   Our monthly meetings are the 1st Monday of the 

month at the post.  Come out and get involved. 

Everyone's opinion is valued.  Our Auxiliary is only 

as successful as its members make it.  Success is all 

about action in the right direction.  We are all here 

for one common purpose, to support our veterans.  

Until next month, 

 

Dale Weese, Jr 

President #7234 Auxiliary 

(443) 324-1244 

          

BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOTES 

 

Comrades, Auxiliary, Post Members, 

 

Normalcy has finally arrived. The vacationers have 

all gone home and the beach is empty of sunbathers. 

The parking is free, restaurants are not crowded and 

I can drive just about anywhere within Bethany in 10 

minutes or less  It‟s so nice to walk the boardwalk 

without being shoulder to shoulder . It‟s now a 

chance to really live the quiet resort!  But, I'll 

remember these past few months. I experienced my 

first involvement in Seas the Day Event meeting 25 

warriors and their families. The post hosted a 

luncheon to start them off on their weekly fun 

adventure.  Later on in the 

month our Commander 

arranged for he and I along 

with 6 honor guards to visit 

an assisted living facility. We 

spent a little over an hour 

mingling and sharing  stories 

about their  involvement with 

veterans, either husbands , 

brothers, dads or just friends 

who were in service, or lost 

during wars.  It was great 

experience. Oh, and we were 

invited back around Veterans Day for a happy hour. 

Don't know what we would be offered for drink -

 coffee, tea. But who cares, it will be a good time. We 

are now concentrating on the next couple of months. 

Our Veteran memorial is moving            forward with 

construction. Delmarva electric is ready, our 6 flag 

poles are ready to be installed, bricks are being 

delivered engraved every week. Bricks are still being 

sold!! We are very close to 400, would like to achieve 

500.  A remembrance, September 29, 2021. Our Past 



Post Commander Hal Dietrich past away... We won't 

forget! 

    

Enjoy the quiet, Jim, 

 

Jim Jensen 

Chairman of the Board 

 

CHAPLAINS’ CORNER 
 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the families who 

have lost loved ones.  Eternal rest grant unto them O‟ 

Lord, may the perpetual light shine upon them, and 

may they rest in peace.  Amen.      

 

David Clark 

Larry Smith 

Lester J. Wilson 

 

Please call John Mitchell at 302-

381-9934 for the VFW or Theo 

Loppatto at 302-537-5661 for the Auxiliary, if a 

member is sick or has passed away. 

 

SERVICE OFFICER OUTREACH 

 

The PACT Act and what it means! 
It is nearly impossible to read the entire act. To 

search the Act, go to this link. 

https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-

va-benefits/ This may look the same as last month‟s 

article, but this article focuses on the Gulf War era 

and post-9/11 veteran. 

The PACT Act will 

bring these changes: 

Expands and extends 

eligibility for VA health 

care for Veterans with 

toxic exposures and 

Veterans of the Vietnam, 

Gulf War, and post-9/11 

eras 

 Adds more than 

20 new presumptive conditions for burn 

pits and other toxic exposures 

 Adds more presumptive-exposure locations 

for Agent Orange and radiation 

 Requires VA to provide a toxic exposure 

screening to every Veteran enrolled in VA 

health care 

 Helps the VA improve research, staff 

education, and treatment related to toxic 

exposures 

If you‟re a Veteran or survivor, you can file claims 

now to apply for PACT Act-related benefits, but I 

suggest going through an accredited Veteran Service 

Officer. What does it mean to have a presumptive 

condition for toxic exposure? To get a VA disability 

rating, your disability must connect to your military 

service. For many health conditions, you need to 

prove that your service caused your condition.  But 

for some conditions, the VA automatically assume (or 

“presume”) that your service caused your condition. 

The VA calls these “presumptive conditions.” They 

consider a condition presumptive when it's 

established by law or regulation. If you have a 

presumptive condition, you don‟t need to prove that 

your service caused the condition. You only need to 

meet the service requirements for the presumption. 
The VA added more than 20 burn pit and other toxic 

exposure presumptive conditions based on the PACT 

Act. This change expands benefits for Gulf War era 

and post-9/11 Veterans. 

Gulf War era and post-9/11 Veteran 

eligibility 

These cancers are now presumptive: 

 Brain cancer 

 Gastrointestinal cancer of any type 

 Glioblastoma 

 Head cancer of any type 

 Kidney cancer 

 Lymphatic cancer of any type 

 Lymphoma of any type 

 Melanoma 

 Neck cancer of any type 

 Pancreatic cancer 

 Reproductive cancer of any type 

 Respiratory (breathing-related) cancer of any 

type 

These illnesses are now presumptive: 

 Asthma that was diagnosed after service 

 Chronic bronchitis 

https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/


 Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

(COPD) 

 Chronic rhinitis 

 Chronic sinusitis 

 Constrictive bronchiolitis or obliterative 

bronchiolitis 

 Emphysema 

 Granulomatous disease 

 Interstitial lung disease (ILD) 

 Pleuritis 

 Pulmonary fibrosis 

 Sarcoidosis 

Gulf War era Veteran eligibility 

If you think you‟re eligible for VA health care and 

benefits, I encourage you to apply now. 

The Pact Act and the VA website also provide 

information for survivors of veterans. Another thing 

I noticed is that this Act actually provides funds for 

training on the Pact Act to Veteran Service Officers, 

something that is often cut out to reduce the cost. I 

recently completed the VA‟s Airborne Hazard and 

Open Burn Pit Registry. This registry is not only for 

Boots on the ground troops but ships and planes in 

the region and covers several counties. By joining the 

registry, you can provide information to help the VA 

better understand whether long-term health 

conditions may be related to these exposures. Even if 

you have not experienced any symptoms or illnesses, 

you believe are related to exposures during military 

service, your participation in the registry could help 

VA provide better care to all Veterans. The VA 

schedules you for a telephone call that takes about 30 

minutes and becomes part of your VA file. To learn 

more and schedule an interview follow this link.                   

https://publichealth.va.gov/exposures/burnpits/regist

ry.asp 

New Beebe Urgent Care Clinic: Veterans who have 

non-life threating problems but need to be seen 

quickly, can now go to the Beebe Clinic located at 

32550 Docs Pl Unit #1 Millville, DE 19967-6975 Tel# 

302-541-4175. Make sure you tell them you‟re a 

veteran and show them your VA Card. They are not 

supposed to need other insurance as the VA will bill 

your insurance. 

 
 

 

In Comradeship, 

H. Rich Fales, Post Service Officer 

Cell: (301) 325-3813 

Email: Smokey1st@netzero 

 

HONOR GUARD NEWS 

 

Our Honor Guard was busy this month with 

activities and services.  

On 9/12 for the Bethany Arts Festival, the Post had a 

table where people were greeted, donations were 

accepted, and Post officers (VFW and Auxiliary) 

provided information and applications for 

membership. Honor Guard members Ed Krusey, 

Hugh Spafford, Warren Eastburn and Dale Weese in 

our shirts and ball caps greeted many people who 

stopped by our table, Thanks 

Ed, Hugh, Warren, and Dale. 

On 9/16 we visited the 

Brandywine senior assisted 

living community where we 

greeted veterans, widows, 

and others who had family in 

the military. We held a short 

program honoring veterans 

and then our members spoke 

individually with residents 

giving them a handheld US 

flag, a poppy, and a coin 

form our 75
th

anniversary 

celebration. What a great event! We had as much fun 

as the residents. Thanks to Senior Vice Commander 

Jim Jensen and Honor Guard members Rob Gill, Ed 

Krusey, Dave Holden, Hugh Spafford, Ron Ruest, 

and Jeff Ringel. 

On 9/24 the Honor Guard participated in the funeral 

service for David Clark, Post 7234 life member, 

Korean veteran, Air Force, with a Volley and Taps. 

The service was held at the Gates of Heaven 

Cemetery in Dagsboro. A luncheon reception 

followed at the Post. 

On 9/24 a Celebration of Life was held at our Post for 

Larry Smith, a Post life member and Navy veteran. 

Dale Weese and I participated in the service which 

included the playing of Taps. 

I am pleased to announce and welcome two new 

members of our Honor Guard. Post members Martin 

Striefler and Jeff Ringel, who are both Marine 

veterans. Welcome to our newest FNG members!! 

Finally, Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard had 

successful knee surgery and will be back with us 

shortly. Oorah! 

 

 

 

https://publichealth.va.gov/exposures/burnpits/registry.asp
https://publichealth.va.gov/exposures/burnpits/registry.asp


If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

Honor Guard, especially our younger members, 

please contact me: 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Captain of the Honor Guard 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

Or: 

Mike Schiffer 

Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard 

Rschiffer0@gmail.com 

 

*The purpose of the Honor Guard is to provide 

funeral honors for our fallen comrades and guard 

national monuments. An Honor Guard may also 

serve as the „guardians of the colors‟ “‟by displacing 

and escorting the national flag on ceremonial 

occasions at official functions.”  

 

CANTEEN CORNER 
 

As we head into the Fall season, we will continue to 

have all of our nightly activities. The one exception 

will be Thursday Crab Night. The last night for crabs 

will be on Thursday 10/6. We have served a lot of 

Crabs this summer and look forward to starting 

again next Summer. If you want Crabs one more time 

before winter, make sure you call your order in 

before 2pm on Wednesday the 5
th

. 

On Saturday the 8
th

 we will hold our Oyster & Bull 

Roast. This is an AYCE event which features Raw 

Oysters, Pit Beef and much more. This is a ticketed 

event, which can be bought at the bar for $40. As of 

this writing there were a few tables left, so do not get 

shut out and buy your tickets now. 

On Sunday 10/16 we will hold our first Sunday 

Brunch for the off season. Breakfast will be served 

from 8-12pm and will feature all the regular 

Breakfast items plus a Roast Beef Carving Station 

and Steamed Shrimp. The cost for this AYCE event is 

$12. 

Football Sundays are continuing to grow. Each week 

more and more people are coming to enjoy watching 

the Eagles, Ravens, or Redskins. I believe the 

majority are Eagle fans, and we hear FLY Eagles Fly 

often. So put on your colors, bring a covered dish, 

and enjoy your Sunday afternoons at the Post. 

Please remember those in our community who need 

our help. Items for the Food Bank can be left in the 

Lobby anytime the Post is open.  

 

See you at the Post 

Mark 

 

VFW GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 

VFW Golf   Association    members    play    golf    

each Tuesday at the Salt  Pond Golf  Course.  

Register for play by sending an email 

to vfwgolf7234@gmail.com NLT noon on the Monday 

before the date of play.  Show up    at    8:30    a.m.  

for    9:00    a.m.    tee    time.  Remember all are 

Welcome! If    you        are       thinking      about        

joining        the       Golf        Association,    please  

contact      our       President,        Ken    Smith,    at  

267-228-7285 or  madriverken1946@gmail.com for    

more   information.        
 

Ed Pike 

 

THANKS TO SUNDAY 

BREAKFAST VOLUNTEERS 
 

With summer in the rearview mirror, I didn‟t want to 

forget to recognize and thank all the volunteers (and 

our good friend Bob and his 

crew behind the bar) for making 

the Sunday breakfasts such a 

great success this year. I don‟t 

know the exact numbers, but it 

appeared that there were more 

hungry customers than in recent 

years. The volunteers served 

and fed them all, including those 

who tested the limits of AYCE.  

Like any good team, everyone 

played their position. No job more important than 

the next. Except for the dishwashers, of course. And 

maybe the cashiers. Fulton once told me that dish 

washer is the top job in the kitchen. Without 

dishwashers, everything quickly comes to a standstill. 

(Specific thanks here to Vickie Drury for helping on 

our team.) 

 

mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Rschiffer0@gmail.com
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I‟ve sometimes thought that the kitchen should be 

named for a veteran, past or present, who exemplifies 

dedicated service feeding a lot of people under 

sometimes difficult circumstances. It would give the 

kitchen an identity as a place of pride and service 

tradition. I can think of a number of members and I 

don‟t know everyone going back in time. Maybe too 

tough to choose. But one name from our military 

history that comes to mind is a Civil War veteran: 

Commissary Sergeant William McKinley, later the 

25
th

 President of the United States. (Just shows you 

how far an Army cook can go.) 

Sergeant McKinley, serving with the 23
rd

 Ohio 

Infantry, was recognized for his bravery during the 

Battle of Antietam in Maryland in 1862. He 

reportedly made several trips to the front under fire, 

bringing food and drink (water and coffee) to his 

hungry, thirsty comrades holding the Union line near 

Burnside Bridge. He never quit, despite having his 

first team of mules killed by shrapnel. If you‟ve been 

to Antietam, you may remember seeing the historical 

marker near the bridge commemorating his service. 

The sign over the kitchen door might read: “Sergeant 

McKinley‟s Kitchen.”  Just something to think about.  

He would fit right in with the volunteers on the 

Sunday breakfast crews and probably enjoy it more. 

Food preparation and service isn‟t as dangerous on 

most Sundays and, except for the scrapple, the menu 

is probably much improved since 1862. It seemed to 

me that the big demand this summer was for the low 

cholesterol, low calorie choices: scrambled eggs, 

sausage and fried potatoes. And lots of French toast. 

One quick side note here.  

A little more history. I always assumed that French 

toast started in France. But no. I recently read one 

account that credited the original recipe, dipping 

stale bread in a mixture of milk and eggs and then 

pan-frying it, to Joseph French, a tavern owner in 

Albany, NY in 1724. As the story goes, it was known 

as French‟s toast and became a breakfast favorite in 

the area. Eventually, it was just called French toast, 

dropping the apostrophe along the way. But the first 

recipe may, in fact, be traced further back, maybe 

even to Roman times. Whatever the origin, renowned 

chefs in the Post kitchen like John “Jean Francois” 

Gossart and Mike Grabowski have improved the 

recipe by adding vanilla and cinnamon to the mix 

and then sprinkling powdered sugar on the toast. 

AYCE may be a mistake here.  

Special Recognition. I don‟t know all the volunteers 

on the four teams that served on alternating Sundays 

during the summer. There were 24 volunteers on our 

team, although not everyone worked on all our 

scheduled days. And some, like John Frye, helped out 

on other teams as well. But it gives you a fair idea 

that close to 100 individuals gave up some of their 

Sundays to help raise funds for the worthy causes 

supported by the Post. Whether welcoming and 

helping customers, working in the kitchen, on the 

serving line, keeping the coffee and juice going, 

setting up and clearing tables, or cleaning up, 

everyone played an important part. Success was the 

result of all their efforts, and a lot of veterans and 

others in need will benefit. One indication is that the 

extra tips contributed at the register and left on the 

tables were surprisingly high. That‟s testimony not 

only to the generosity of our patrons, but 

appreciation for the friendly service, how people were 

treated and the breakfast they enjoyed. So many 

thanks to our volunteers. It was fun working together 

and spending some time with Bob afterwards.  

 

Looking forward to October, here are some dates to 

keep in mind, in addition to all the dates on the Post 

calendar.  

 

Oct. 4. Yom Kippur begins at sundown. 

Oct. 10. Columbus Day. 

Oct. 13. 247
th

 birthday of the U.S Navy (1775) (“Not 

for self, but country.”) 

Oct. 31. Halloween 

 

Jerry Hardiman 

 

 

JOIN OUR VFW POST 
 

Veterans with combat duty, especially those who 

served after 1990, bring your DD214 to the Post. 

Look around and bring your family to enjoy the 

scenic view of the waters of the Indian River Inlet. 

Have lunch or dinner or maybe Sunday breakfast. 

More importantly learn about your benefits you have 

earned for serving this country. We can especially 

help you with the new PACT Act as we have trained 

Service Officers to guide you through the process.  

Learn about the benefits of comradeship and 

friendship with those who served this country in 

Foreign Wars.    

 



 

 
 

 

FINALIZING BRICKS 

 
To date we have sent almost 300 bricks to the brick 

company to be engraved. Since this is an important 

memorial we want to take time to get each brick 

correct. We are willing to go the extra mile. We have 

added emblems for the services after some people 

ordered bricks and have reached out to each of them 

to see if they want to add one to their brick. We have 

also sent a mockup of brick to show what it will look 

like to each person with an email. Realizing that 

email can sometimes be overlooked, or go to spam, or 

change; If you have not heard from us regarding 

your brick (an email with subject: Brick Verification)  

please send us an email at vfwpost7234.gmail.com. If 

you are not sure send an email and we can check. If 

you don‟t have an email you can call the Post and 

leave a message. Thank You.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLES OF ENGRAVED BRICKS 

 

For those who have asked this is what the bricks look 

like 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   
Donation: $100.00 per brick (100% Tax Deductible)  

  BRICK SIZE 4X8 

Make Checks payable to: VFW Post 7234 

Please print form, fill out completely and mail form along with a check to the above address or drop by 

Bar at Post 

You may provide up to three lines of inscription.  The top line may say “In honor of” or “In memory of” if you 

choose.  Military Branch, Ranks, etc. are permitted. 

Each paver may contain up to three (3) lines with 18 characters per line (lines will be centered) (select emblem 

or no emblem). Spaces & Punctuation such as dashes or commas are counted as a character.  VFW7234 

reserves the right in its sole discretion to deny any application and return the paver donation.  Questions can be 

directed to John Mitchell at sadpearl@mediacombb.net  302-381-9934 or John Gossart at  

judge800@yahoo.com 240-304-8183.  

      
 

I would like my inscription to read:  (18 characters per line only) 

 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone ________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL _______________________________________________ 

VFW Post 7234 
75th Anniversary Campaign 
29265 Marshy Hope Way 
Ocean View, De 19970 

 

mailto:sadpearl@mediacombb.net
mailto:judge800@yahoo.com


LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Commander  John Gossart Jr. 

Sr. Vice Cmdr           James Jensen 

Jr. Vice Cmdr           Ken Weber 

Quartermaster          Bill Healy 

Adjutant  Fulton Loppatto 

Chaplain  John Mitchell 

Judge Advocate Sharon Ruest 

Surgeon  Richard Wagner 

Officer of the Day Chuck Guido 

Guard   Rob Gill 

Service Officer Rich Fales 

Honor Guard Capt John Gossart Jr. 

Trustee  Danny Steele 

Trustee  Robert Criswell  

Trustee  Skip Coale 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman  James Jensen 

President  John Gossart Jr. 

Vice President Rob Gill 

Treasurer  Bill Healy 

Secretary  Ken Weber 

Board Member Sharon Ruest 

Board Member Fulton Loppatto 

Board Member Ed Wolfe 

Board Member John Mitchell 

Board Member Rick Delaney 

Board Member John Hickman 

 

AUXILIARY TEAM 
President  Dale Weese 

Sr Vice Pres  Karen Ware 

Jr Vice Pres  Carol Weber 

Secretary  Ty Magliola 

Treasurer  Roberta Walter 

Chaplain  Theo Loppatto 

Guard   Shirley Stong 

Conductress  Kathy Schmon 

Patriotic Ins  Peg Atkins 

Trustee  Connie Weber 

Trustee  Debbie Vischer-Jensen 

Trustee  Debra Craven 

 

 

For the Latest Updates and News 

Please send your email to 

vfwpost7234@gmail.com 

 

Member in Need of Assistance 

Please call: 

John Gossart Jr. 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Member Sick or Deceased 

Please call:  

For VFW – John Mitchell 302-381-9934 

For Aux – Theo Loppatto 302-537-5661 

 

Assistance with VA claims or benefits 

Please call:  

Rich Fales (301)325-3813 or email me at 

Smokey1st@netzero.net    

  

 

                       FOOD BANK 

Please continue to drop off food items at 

the entry way. We continue to support 

our local families in need. Thank you for 

your donations. 

VFW POST 7234 HONOR GUARD 

TO BECOME A MEMBER, PLEASE 

CONTACT JOHN GOSSART 

240-304-8183 
              

            Veteran Claims Assistance 
 

Our state Veterans Service Officer comes to our 

Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of every month at 

1:30PM; to make an appointment you can 

contact him at david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-

994-2511 ext 7586        

mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Smokey1st@netzero.net
mailto:david.hilliard@va.gov

