
 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMANDER’S CORNER 
 

First and foremost, GET WELL soon, Bonnie 

Daughaday. Bonnie is the wife of our Canteen 

Manager, Mark Daughaday. Keep Bonnie in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

Comrades, Auxiliary, Mason Dixon members, and 

the public are welcome on November 11
th

 at 11AM at 

the Post, as we 

remember and 

recognize 

Veterans Day 

with a 

Ceremony and 

Service. As 

part of our 

program, 12 

Post members 

will receive a 

Quilt of Valor 

from the Quilts of Valor Foundation. 

The Post was busy again this month with a number of 

activities and events.  

On 10/7 our Post-paid tribute to life member Jack 

Lynch. Jack who passed away at 96, was a former 

Post officer and a founder of our chicken shack. A 

number of Jack‟s family and Post members enjoyed 

telling “Jack Lynch” stories. (see Honor Guard 

column). 

On 10/8 we had a very successful Bull & Oyster 

Roast with a packed house. All of the food was 

outstanding, over 3000 oysters were shucked, and we 

had fun! 

David Hilliard, DE Veteran Service Officer made his 

regular monthly visit to the Post on 11/13 and spoke 

with 7 veterans. It was a most productive day. David 

comes to our Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of each month at 

1:30PM. Having said that, David will not be at our 

Post in November, but will resume his schedule with 

us in December. Remember, our Post Service Officer, 

Rich Fales, 301-325-3813, Smokey1st@netzero.net is 

available to you to answer your questions. 

On October 17th we had a very successful "Flu Shot" 

day program at the Post with 132 shots provided by 

Beebe Health Care. Thank you Beebe!! 

On 10/19 I and Sr Vice Commander James Jensen 

attended the VFW District meeting in Rehoboth. Our 

own Fulton Loppatto is the District Commander and 

Danny Steele is the District Quartermaster. Yes, Post 

7234 is everywhere. 

On 10/21 we celebrated our volunteers with the 

annual “Volunteers Appreciation Dinner” with over 

200 attendees. As Commander, I was proud to 

welcome all attendees along with Jim Jensen, Sr Vice 

Commander. Our volunteers are special and do so 

much for our veterans, veteran families and our 

community.  I could tell that everyone had a great 

time, eating, drinking and dancing. I also noticed 

volunteer and “professional dancer” Mark Hodson 

enjoying himself. Outstanding job Mark Daughaday 

and staff. 

On 10/24 Post member (Honor Guard and Auxiliary 

Secretary) Ty Magliola with his wife Ann, presented 

“Gone For A Soldier”, the life of a Civil War soldier 

fighting for the Union. The outstanding presentation 

included a display of the uniform, apparel and 

weapons. Over 40 members attended. 

Our Help A Veteran Program continues to reach out 

to our veterans who may need a friendly “hello” or 

assistance. Please contact Chairman Frank “Sarge “ 

Bolen if you know of a veteran who needs assistance, 

a visit or a hello. (frankieb@mchsi.com302-539-1428) 

An update on our Memorial Park, yes, we continue to 

sell bricks. So far more than 200 bricks have been 

delivered, with another 150 on the way. We are 

pleased with the quality and look of the bricks and 

trust you too will be pleased. I am looking for a 

layout and design person with expertise so our bricks 

can be laid out properly in our Memorial Park. If 

interested, please contact me. Additionally, during the 

next two weeks our telephone poles will be 

. 
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removed/relocated, and then our flag poles will then 

be installed. Thank you for your patience and stay 

tuned. 

Our roof repair update is good news. It is expected 

that our entire roof will be replaced with a new roof 

next month. We are grateful to Board member and 

Chairman of the Building, Maintenance, and 

Grounds Committee, John Hickman, and Post 

member Russ Paulus for their expertise and advice. 

Both John and Russ will oversee the new roof project. 

Have you noticed the change in our entrance lobby? 

Our Membership Center wall makes it easy for those 

who seek applications for membership in the VFW, 

the Auxiliary and Mason Dixon membership. Our 

bartenders no longer answer questions about 

membership or accept applications and monies for 

membership. All necessary information is located at 

the Membership Center. Just drop your applications 

and membership fees in the drop box. Bartenders will 

continue to accept Mason Dixon dues (not 

applications) or you may drop your checks in the 

drop box. 

Have you noticed how nice our parking lot looks! 

Thanks to the Reilly brothers (John & Marty) for all 

the maintenance and beautification. Also, Marty, 

John, Larry Eisenhart and Mark Hodson recently 

painted our parking lot stripes. Thank you!! It looks 

great. 

As we continue to have volunteers sign on to 

participate in our Post programs to strengthen and 

make our post the special place it is, I am happy to 

report that we will have our 3
rd

 Volunteer 

Orientation in January. Stay tuned and stay involved. 

Our 2022 Door Monitoring has been successful 

thanks to our officers, Board of Directors, Auxiliary 

officers and volunteers. Our membership has been 

respectful of our Post Rules and Regulations. Thank 

you for your cooperation. 

Commander “shout outs” go to all of our volunteers 

and especially to staff members Steve, Gina and 

Arnold for making the Volunteer Appreciation 

Dinner so special. Also, thank you to our bartenders 

Sharon, Beverly, Karen, Laurie, Debbie, Jenna, and 

my favorite male bartender, “Bobby the Bartender” 

for your friendly service to our veterans, members, 

family, and visitors. Often, their experience with you 

is the first experience they have with Post personnel. 

I am proud and grateful to be your Commander! 

God Bless our soldiers and their families. 

God Bless VFW Post 7234 and you! 

John 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Commander 

VFW Post 7234 

 

2022-23 COMMANDER’S GOALS 

 

As Post Commander, I have set these goals for the 

coming year. With your help and support, we can 

move forward with these goals and continue to make 

our Post a better “home” for our veterans and 

members. 

1. Increase VFW membership attendance at our 

monthly meeting. 

2. Increase VFW member participation in the 

decision-making process for our Post. 

3. Make members more responsible for their 

Post by attending meeting and voting on 

proposals. 

4. Increase VFW membership by recruiting 

younger members from the Iraq and 

Afghanistan era. 

5. Create a “Bring A Member and Friend” 

Program. 

6. Establish a “Volunteer Interest Program” to 

increase our volunteers and their 

participation. 

7. Establish a “Welcome Orientation Program” 

to welcome new VFW, Auxiliary and Mason 

Dixon members. Our new members will learn 

about our Post, it‟s mission, veterans‟ services 

and programs, our community outreach, the 

Honor Guard, volunteer programs, as well as 

our social events, and our bar and kitchen 

activities and hours of operation. 

8. Establish a “Volunteer Orientation Program” 

for new volunteers 

9. Establish a “Talk to the Commander and 

Post Officers Program” to be scheduled 

bimonthly (every two months) …to improve      

communications, to ask questions, raise 

issues, make suggestions, etc.. 

10. Establish Educational Seminars at the Post 

for interested veterans to learn about and 

understand veteran resources and benefits. 

This will include meeting with our Service 

Officer and invited experts. 

11. Create a “Help A Veteran Program” to 

provide veteran assistance with 

transportation, repair person assistance, 

visitation, etc.. 

12. Implement a special Fund Drive Program for 

worthy causes to include the National Home 

For Children. 

13. Create and establish a “Preventative 

Maintenance Protocol Program” for our post 

building and equipment. 



14. Enhance and improve our lobby entrance. 

Create a digital memorial to replace our 

memorial plaques. 

15. Establish a program to capture our member 

hours of service to our Post, community, 

church, for recognition and reporting to the 

state and national VFW. 

16. Create more social programs for our veterans 

and members at the Post to include cards, 

scrabble, board games, etc.. 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 

         I start off with an editor‟s note.   A line in last 

month‟s newsletter read " Not bad considering we 

are the  smallest state in 

the country.", when it 

should have read " Not 

bad considering we are 

the 2nd smallest state in 

the country"................  

Darn auto correct.  

Need to proof read a 

little better. 

       October was an 

eventful month, starting 

with our Department 

Presidents visit and 

inspection and 

culminated with our participation in the Cops and 

Goblins event.   Our Department President and other 

Department staff attended our October meeting for a 

visit and inspection and found our Auxiliary to be a 

healthy Auxiliary and fantastic in every category.  

This is attributed to all the hard work and dedication 

of our officers, chairpersons, and members.  I thank 

you all for your devotion and time. 

   Our membership wall is up and running.  Thanks 

to Susan Wallace, our membership Chair, for the 

plans behind this.  Commander Gossart and I 

assembled the wall at the beginning of the month.  It 

is designed to hopefully answer most questions 

regarding membership and how to fill out the 

application, with what documentation is needed and 

how to obtain it.  It includes an instruction packet 

and information about the Auxiliary and what we do.  

The membership wall also contains applications for 

VFW and Mason Dixon as this is a joint membership 

wall with the Post.  Thanks to Commander Gossart 

for his involvement with this. 

   On the 24th Ty Magliola, our Auxiliary Secretary, 

conducted a presentation on the Life of a Civil War 

soldier.  His presentation was informative, 

educational, and complete with uniforms, equipment, 

and other artifacts.  If he does another presentation 

at the post, you have got to see it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   On the 29th we participated in the Cops and 

Goblins Event at John West Park.  Thanks to the 

generous donations of candy again this year from 

Post and Auxiliary members as well as friends.   As 

usual with our Post family all you have to do is ask 

and they provide.  We were able to reach over 400 

children at this event giving out candy.  We also had 

an information table for the parents and children 

that provided membership, scholarship and contest 

information sponsored by the Auxiliary and Post.  

This was a very successful youth, scholarship, 

membership, and community event.  Thanks to our 

chairs and volunteers: Cindy , Chris , Debbie J, 

Ruth, Debbie C, Linda, Kathy I, Liz, Rita, Kitty, Peg, 

Sue C, Susan, and a guest appearance from Sr. Vice 

Commander Jim Jensen.  I thank you for making this 

successful.  

 



 
    Veterans Day and Thanksgiving are coming up.  

November is a month to sit back, take inventory of 

what you are thankful for.  Count the blessings in 

your life, what you enjoy and reflect on how they 

came about and what sacrifices were made to make 

them possible. 

There is a Quote in the song "Chicken Fried" that 

reads: 

  I thank God for my life 

And for the stars and stripes 

May freedom forever fly, let it ring 

Salute the ones who died 

The ones that give their lives so we don't have to 

sacrifice 

All the things we love 

 

    Let us all remember our veterans both past and 

present, especially during this month of thanks. 

Remember those that are not able to be with their 

family and pray they return safely. 

On November 11th we will hold a Veterans Day 

Service at the post.  Come join us and honor our 

veterans. 

Upcoming events:   On Nov 10th 8:30 am Preston 

Sharpe (Flags and Flowers) will be at Delaware 

Veterans Cemetery in Millsboro on Patriot Way.  If 

you have not heard of Preston Sharpe here is a brief 

synopsis. 

    On Veterans Day 2015, Preston visited the grave of 

his grandfather at a Redding cemetery to place a flag 

and some flowers. The then 10-year-old Preston 

Sharp noticed the lack of flags or flowers on the 

graves to honor local veterans. He was so upset that 

veterans weren't being honored on Veterans Day. 

Preston set a goal to place a flag and flower on the 

graves of each of those veterans at McDonald's 

cemetery.  Preston has now expanded his goal to 

honor veterans in every state.   He has visited all 50 

states with Delaware being his last. His complete 

story can be found at Prestonsharpe.net.  Check it 

out and consider coming out to help Preston with 

Flags and Flowers.  You won't regret doing so. 

 

  We are in the planning stages of another Breakfast 

with Santa event in December.  Further details to 

come. 

 Some of our members have received their Auxiliary 

shirts that they ordered.  If you wish to order one 

please contact me to place your order. 

Remember monthly meetings are the first Monday of 

the month at 7:00pm.  Come join us, get involved and 

meet fellow members. 

 

 

Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, 

 

Dale Weese, Jr 

President #7234 Auxiliary 

(443) 324-1244 

          

BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOTES 

 

Comrades, Auxiliary, Post Members, 

 

 "WORTH REPEATING" 
About a year and a half ago, Commander John 

Gossart and I set out to 

increase our volunteer force. 

We held 2 volunteer 

orientations. We drew about 

40 members the first time, 

approximately 70 members 

for our second orientation. 

This Time we included all the 

BODs, all officers from the 

Post and Auxiliary. We had a 

very special introduction into 

the everyday workings of the 

VFW and the AUXILIARY, 

along with our involvement in the community. 

Since that last orientation, we've increased 

our volunteers, to where we now stand around 150 or 

more volunteers. We have landscape volunteers, door 

monitor volunteers, cashiers, Sunday breakfast 

volunteers, cheese steak volunteers, steam crab nite 

volunteers, Flip-5 volunteers, Friday dinner buffet 

volunteers and Sunday burgers and dog 

volunteers. Along with the volunteers who prepare 

the meals we have volunteers who serve our patrons.  

Now, we only have 8 personnel in our post who are 

paid for their services. None of the volunteers are 

paid.  Not meaning they are useless or worthless. Just 

the opposite our volunteers are PRICELESS. The 

Commander and I, along with all the other Post 

Officers and BOD owe you a debt of 

gratitude. So, we've decided to show our 
appreciation this way. A volunteer appreciation 



dinner was thrown in your honor. Mark, the canteen 

manager who appreciates the volunteers as much as 

anyone has gone all out for the event. A great 

appreciation dinner, along with the top music group 

in Delaware " ON THE EDGE".  On top of all this, 

the commander easily convinced Mark to have an 

OPENBAR. No charge!! Volunteers, this was your 

night. Hope you've had a great time. And again.    

Thank you.                     

 

Jim Jensen 

Chairman of the Board 

 

CHAPLAINS’ CORNER 
 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the families who 

have lost loved ones.  Eternal rest grant unto them O‟ 

Lord, may the perpetual light shine upon them, and 

may they rest in peace.  Amen.      

 

 

 

Please call John Mitchell at 302-

381-9934 for the VFW or Theo 

Loppatto at 302-537-5661 for 

the Auxiliary, if a member is 

sick or has passed away. 

 

SERVICE OFFICER OUTREACH 
 

This month‟s newsletter deals with a subject that 

most people don‟t want to talk about and often 

ignore. Dementia and Alzheimer's. Let‟s start with a 

description about what they are. This comes from the 

National Library of Medicine at NIH. 

 

What is dementia? 
Dementia is a loss of mental functions that is severe 

enough to affect your daily life and activities. These 

functions include: 

 Memory 

 Language skills 

 Visual perception 

(your ability to 

make sense of 

what you see) 

 Problem solving 

 Trouble with 

everyday tasks 

 The ability to focus and pay attention 

It is normal to become a bit more forgetful as you 

age. But dementia is not a normal part of aging. It is 

a serious disorder which interferes with your daily 

life. 

What are the types of dementia? 
The most common types of dementia are known as 

neurodegenerative disorders. These are diseases in 

which the cells of the brain stop working or die. They 

include: 

 Alzheimer's disease, which is the most 

common form of dementia among older 

people. People with Alzheimer's have plaques 

and tangles in their brain. These are 

abnormal buildups of different proteins. 

Beta-amyloid protein clumps up and forms 

plaques in between your brain cells. Tau 

protein builds up and forms tangles inside the 

nerve cells of your brain. There is also a loss 

of connection between nerve cells in the 

brain. 

 Lewy body dementia, which causes movement 

symptoms along with dementia. Lewy bodies 

are abnormal deposits of a protein in the 

brain. 

 Frontotemporal disorders, which cause 

changes to certain parts of the brain: 

 Changes in the frontal lobe lead to 

behavioral symptoms 

 Changes in the temporal lobe lead to 

language and emotional disorders 

 Vascular dementia, which involves changes to 

the brain's blood supply. It is often caused by 

a stroke or atherosclerosis (hardening of the 

arteries) in the brain. 

 Mixed dementia, which is a combination of 

two or more types of dementia. For example, 

some people have both Alzheimer's disease 

and vascular dementia. 

Other conditions can cause dementia or dementia-

like symptoms, including: 

 Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, a rare brain 

disorder 

https://medlineplus.gov/alzheimersdisease.html
https://medlineplus.gov/lewybodydementia.html
https://medlineplus.gov/stroke.html
https://medlineplus.gov/atherosclerosis.html
https://medlineplus.gov/creutzfeldtjakobdisease.html


 Huntington's disease, an inherited, 

progressive brain disease 

 Chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), 

caused by repeated traumatic brain injury 

 HIV-associated dementia (HAD) 

Who is at risk for dementia? 
Certain factors can raise your risk for developing 

dementia, including: 

 Aging. This is the biggest risk factor for 

dementia. 

 Smoking 

 Uncontrolled diabetes 

 High blood pressure 

 Drinking too much alcohol 

 Having close family members who have 

dementia 

What are the symptoms of dementia? 
The symptoms of dementia can vary, depending on 

which parts of the brain are affected. Often, 

forgetfulness is the first symptom. Dementia also 

causes problems with the ability to think, problem 

solve, and reason. For example, people with dementia 

may: 

 Get lost in a familiar neighborhood 

 Use unusual words to refer to familiar objects 

 Forget the name of a close family member or 

friend 

 Forget old memories 

 Need help doing tasks that they used to do by 

themselves 

Some people with dementia cannot control their 

emotions and their personalities may change. They 

may become apathetic, meaning that they are no 

longer interested in normal daily activities or events. 

They may lose their inhibitions and stop caring about 

other peoples' feelings. 

Certain types of dementia can also cause problems 

with balance and movement. 

The stages of dementia range from mild to severe. In 

the mildest stage, it is just beginning to affect a 

person's functioning. In the most severe stage, the 

person is completely dependent on others for care. 

How is dementia diagnosed? 
Your health care provider may use many tools to 

make a diagnosis: 

 A medical history, which includes asking 

about your symptoms 

 A physical exam 

 Tests of your thinking, memory, and 

language abilities 

 Other tests, such as blood tests, genetic tests, 

and brain scans 

 A mental health evaluation to see whether 

a mental disorder is contributing to your 

symptoms 

What are the treatments for dementia? 
There is no cure for most types of dementia, 

including Alzheimer's disease and Lewy body 

dementia. Treatments may help to maintain mental 

function longer, manage behavioral symptoms, and 

slow down the symptoms of disease. They may 

include: 

 Medicines may temporarily improve memory 

and thinking or slow down their decline. They 

only work in some people. Other medicines 

can treat symptoms such as anxiety, 

depression, sleep problems, and muscle 

stiffness. Some of these medicines can cause 

strong side effects in people with dementia. It 

is important to talk to your health care 

provider about which medicines will be safe 

for you. 

 Occupational therapy to help find ways to 

more easily do everyday activities 

 Speech therapy to help with swallowing 

difficulties and trouble speaking loudly and 

clearly 

 Mental health counseling to help people with 

dementia and their families learn how to 

manage difficult emotions and behaviors. It 

can also help them plan for the future. 

 Music or art therapy to reduce anxiety and 

improve well-being 

Can dementia be prevented? 
Researchers have not found a proven way to prevent 

dementia. Living a healthy lifestyle might influence 

some of your risk factors for dementia. 

https://medlineplus.gov/huntingtonsdisease.html
https://medlineplus.gov/traumaticbraininjury.html
https://medlineplus.gov/smoking.html
https://medlineplus.gov/diabetes.html
https://medlineplus.gov/highbloodpressure.html
https://medlineplus.gov/alcohol.html
https://medlineplus.gov/genetictesting.html
https://medlineplus.gov/lab-tests/mental-health-screening/
https://medlineplus.gov/mentaldisorders.html
https://medlineplus.gov/healthyliving.html


 

Conclusion, The VA has a host of services and 

treatments for veterans who suffer from dementia, 

and I suggest anyone who needs services from the VA 

contact myself or an accredited Service Officer to get 

you started. If you have a family member that is not 

eligible for VA care, you might want to check out 

https://www.Memorycare.comHowever, they are not 

a nonprofit and neither the VA nor the VFW can 

endorse this organization. 

 
In Comradeship, 

H. Rich Fales, Post Service Officer 

Cell: (301) 325-3813 

Email: Smokey1st@netzero 

 

HONOR GUARD NEWS 

 

Our Honor Guard participated in the funeral service 

for our friend and comrade Jack Lynch, 96 at the St 

Georges United Methodist 

Cemetery in Frankford on 

10/8/22.Twelve members of 

the Honor Guard rendered a 

final tribute with a “Volley 

and Taps”. Jack was a 

WWII Army veteran, a life 

member of our Post, a 

former Post Officer, and a 

founder of the famous VFW 

Chicken Shack. 

Rest in Peace, Comrade 

Jack! 

 

On 10/25/22 the Honor Guard participated in the 

Celebration of Life for deceased life member William 

Carter, 96 aWWII Navy veteran. The “Volley and 

Taps” involved 11 Honor Guard members. Comrade 

Carter‟s daughter, Auxiliary member Jennifer 

Carter, Delaware VFW Soloist, sang at the service. 

Rest in Peace, Comrade William! 

Finally, on 10/28/22 , members of the Honor Guard 

posted colors at the convention opening of the Loyal 

Order of Moose in Ocean City, MD. 

 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

Honor Guard, especially our younger members, 

please contact me: 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Captain of the Honor Guard 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

Or: 

Mike Schiffer 

Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard 

Rschiffer0@gmail.com 

 

*The purpose of the Honor Guard is to provide 

funeral honors for our fallen comrades and guard 

national monuments. An Honor Guard may also 

serve as the „guardians of the colors‟ “‟by displacing 

and escorting the national flag on ceremonial 

occasions at official functions.”  

 

CANTEEN CORNER 
 

As we head in to November, we should take time to 

remember our Veterans. 

On Friday 11/11 at 11am we will be honoring our 

Veterans with the Veterans Day Ceremony. This is the 

time we should stop to honor all the people that gave 

so much. 

We will be having a Sunday Brunch on Sunday 11/20. 

Brunch will be served from 8am-12pm and will be 

AYCE for $12. The menu will consist of our normal 

Breakfast items plus a Roast Beef carving station & 

Steamed Shrimp. Bring your family and support the 

Post and enjoy a delicious breakfast. 

Again this year we will be hosting Thanksgiving 

Dinner for our members and their Guests. Like 

previous years, I will need your help in purchasing 

the turkeys. Giant Foods generally will have Turkeys 

on sale in November. Please stop by and get a turkey 

and drop it off at the Post. Please help us make this a 

great Thanksgiving Dinner. 

Please remember those in our community who need 

our help. Items for the Food Bank can be left in the 

Lobby anytime the Post is open.  

 
See you at the Post 

Mark 

Thanksgiving 

 
As the holidays are approaching, we at the Post have 

a lot to be thankful for. We would like our members, 

and their quests to join us for Thanksgiving Dinner. 

Our goal is that no member spend the day alone. The 

Dinner will be open to all Members and Their 

Guests. We would hope that as a member, you will 

reach out to your communities, church groups, and 

organizations to bring as your guest any individuals 

who will spend this day alone or cannot afford to eat. 

Also as a member, if cooking is just not your thing, 

bring your family to share dinner with us. All guests 

must be accompanied by a member. There will be no 

charge for this dinner, but a donation jar will be 

available. Donations will be accepted, but not 

https://www.memorycare.com/
mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Rschiffer0@gmail.com


expected. Please help us show our Members and our 

Community how much we care. 

Mark, Post VFW and Aux. Officers 

New Years Eve 

 
I know it‟s seems early to be thinking about New 

Years Eve, but people are already wanting to buy 

Tickets. This Night has become very popular and we 

sell out as soon as tickets go on sale. The system for 

tickets sales that we used in the past made it very 

smooth and fair to all. We will use the same system 

this year, and it is as follows. 

 

  Tickets will go on Sale Monday 11/28  

 

4 pm-6pm  VFW, Mason Dixon, and AUX members 

only (Must show Card) 

6 pm-8pm  Guests of the Post 

 

Each Person may purchase:  

2 Bar seats 

1 Bar table 

1 Hall or Atrium Table (6 or 8 seats) 

  

Tickets Must be paid for at the time of reservation. 

 

We will have 2 options for your dining that evening. 

Option 1: Dinner and Hors D‟oeuvres Buffet $40 per 

ticket 

Option 2: Hors D‟oeuvres Buffet $30 per ticket 

 

Hors D'oeuvres                          Dinner 

 

Md. Crab Soup                          Sliced Beef in 

Burgundy Gravy 

Cocktail Meatballs                    Chicken Marsala 

Steamed Shrimp                        Lobster Tail 

Cheese Tray                               Red Roasted Potatoes 

Vegetable Tray                           Mixed Vegetables 

                                                   Rolls & Butter 

 

Come join us on the 28th for our Fried Chicken 

Dinner and buy your tickets for New Years. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

VFW GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 

VFW Golf   Association    members    play    golf    

each Tuesday at the Salt  Pond Golf  Course.  We will 

continue Tuesday golf weather permitting. However, 

no need to signup. Just show up at our regular times 

and play with others that show up. Our regular golf 

season runs from April 1st to November 1st each 

year. Our next regular season event begins on 

Tuesday, April 4, 2023.Remember all are Welcome! 

If    you        are       thinking      about        joining        

the       Golf        Association,    please  contact      our  

     President,        Ken    Smith,    at  267-228-7285 

or  madriverken1946@gmail.com for    more  

 information.        

 

Ed Pike 

 

 THOUGHTS ON ARMISTICE DAY 

 

Do you remember when you first learned about the 

meaning of Veterans Day, or Armistice Day, as it was 

known from 1919 to 1954. For me, it was growing up 

after World War II. 

My Dad‟s older brother, 

Morgan, served in the Army in 

a New York infantry regiment in 

France in World War I. He 

survived physically and 

returned home in 1919. He died 

before I was born and I never 

got a chance to know him. My 

Dad said he never talked about 

the war, was never the same 

after he got back, and had problems adjusting to 

civilian life again.  A familiar story, but there was 

sadness in the telling. They were a long way from 

identifying and treating PTSD at that time. Other 

than that, I found out that my Uncle Morgan died 

when he was 44 and was laid to rest in the National 

Veterans Cemetery in Brooklyn, NY. 

So, like a lot of families, Armistice Day was not just 

some holiday in November before Thanksgiving. It 

had special meaning for my father as a day set aside 

to honor his brother and all Americans who served in 

that “war to end all wars,” especially those who had 

died during and after the war. Red poppies were 

distributed for people to wear to mark the occasion. I 

found out later that the tradition of wearing red 

poppies on Armistice Day was inspired by that 

famous poem written by Lieutenant Colonel John 

McRae, a Canadian physician in the British army, 

after a battle in the Flanders region in Belgium in 

1915, the poem that begins: 

 

 

mailto:madriverken1946@gmail.com


Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses row on row. . .. 

 

And ends: 

If you break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep 

Though poppies grow on Flanders fields. 

 

Why are poppies significant? The answer is in the 

cost. For the United States, approximately four 

million Americans served in the military during 

World War I. Over 116,000 died from all causes, 

including about 53,000 combat deaths and those 

listed as missing in action. The combat deaths 

included at least 320 Americans needlessly killed and 

another 3240 wounded in the final hours of the war. 

The armistice had been signed at 5:00 am on 

November 11, in Compiegne, Northeast of Paris, and 

scheduled to go into effect at 11:00 am. Even though 

the war was essentially over, some commanders 

continued to order attacks during those final six 

hours. Five Congressional investigations of the 

decisions were conducted, but no American general 

was ever reprimanded.  

The last American killed in action was Private Henry 

Gunther from Baltimore, MD. In the final minutes of 

the war, he decided to attack a German machine gun 

position. Some say it was because he had family in 

Germany and lived in a German-American 

neighborhood in Baltimore and wanted to show 

others in his unit that he wasn‟t pro-German. 

Whatever the reason, the Germans tried to wave and 

yell to him to stay back, but when he continued to 

attack, they fired in self defense. Gunther was killed 

and his death was officially recorded at 10:59 am.  It 

was reported that after the guns fell silent, German 

soldiers put Gunther on a stretcher and carried him 

back to the American lines, apologizing that they had 

no choice. There‟s something very tragic and 

compassionate in that. I don‟t know if it‟s still there, 

but I saw a report that a VFW Post 1858 in Baltimore 

was named after Henry Gunther, promoted 

posthumously to Sergeant.  

One of the best books about World War I and the 

best account of November 1918 is “11
th

 Month, 11
th

 

Day, 11
th

 Hour,” by Joseph E. Persico. For a German 

infantryman‟s experience, there‟s also Erich Maria 

Remarque‟s classic novel “All Quiet on the Western 

Front.” (Or the original or later movie.) 

Veterans Day. November 11 became more meaningful 

for many when Congress redesignated the day as 

“Veterans Day” in 1954, to honor all America‟s 

veterans, past and present, wherever they served, 

including all the then more recent World War II and 

Korean War veterans. The Post provides a valuable 

public service for the community every year in 

fulfilling the legislative purpose of Veterans Day: an 

opportunity for everyone to honor all veterans, past 

and present. More than that, as a family and 

community event, it‟s an opportunity to thank the 

families of veterans, as well as local community 

leaders and citizens for their support for veterans. 

Post officers, the Honor Guard, volunteers and staff 

make every Veterans Day, a day my father sometimes 

still called Armistice Day, a memorable occasion. 

Thanks to all involved. 

 

Looking forward to November, here are a few dates 

to keep in mind, in addition to all the dates on the 

Post calendar. 

 

Nov. 6. Daylight Savings Time ends (set clocks back 

one hour) 

Nov. 8. Election Day 

Nov 10. U.S. Marine Corps birthday (1775) (Semper 

Fi) 

Nov. 11. Armistice Day (1918); Veterans Day 

(since 1954) 

Nov. 13. National Sadie Hawkins Day 

(Romance is in the air.) 

Nov. 24. Thanksgiving Day (We have a lot to 

be grateful for.) 

Nov. 28. Hanukkah begins at sundown. 

 

Hope you enjoy every day in November. 

Jerry Hardiman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINALIZING BRICKS 

To date we have sent almost 300 bricks to the brick 

company to be engraved. Since this is an important 

memorial we want to take time to get each brick 

correct. We are willing to go the extra mile. We have 

added emblems for the services after some people 

ordered bricks and have reached out to each of them 

to see if they want to add one to their brick. We have 

also sent a mockup of brick to show what it will look 

like to each person with an email. Realizing that 

email can sometimes be overlooked, or go to spam, or 

change; If you have not heard from us regarding 

your brick (an email with subject: Brick Verification)  

please send us an email at vfwpost7234.gmail.com. If 

you are not sure send an email and we can check. If 

you don‟t have an email you can call the Post and 

leave a message. Thank You.  

  



 

   
Donation: $100.00 per brick (100% Tax Deductible)  

  BRICK SIZE 4X8 

Make Checks payable to: VFW Post 7234 

Please print form, fill out completely and mail form along with a check to the above address or drop by 

Bar at Post 

You may provide up to three lines of inscription.  The top line may say “In honor of” or “In memory of” if you 

choose.  Military Branch, Ranks, etc. are permitted. 

Each paver may contain up to three (3) lines with 18 characters per line (lines will be centered) (select emblem 

or no emblem). Spaces & Punctuation such as dashes or commas are counted as a character.  VFW7234 

reserves the right in its sole discretion to deny any application and return the paver donation.  Questions can be 

directed to John Mitchell at sadpearl@mediacombb.net  302-381-9934 or John Gossart at  

judge800@yahoo.com 240-304-8183.  

      
 

I would like my inscription to read:  (18 characters per line only) 

 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone ________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL _____________________________________________ 

VFW Post 7234 
75th Anniversary Campaign 
29265 Marshy Hope Way 
Ocean View, De 19970 

 

mailto:sadpearl@mediacombb.net
mailto:judge800@yahoo.com


LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Commander  John Gossart Jr. 

Sr. Vice Cmdr           James Jensen 

Jr. Vice Cmdr           Ken Weber 

Quartermaster          Bill Healy 

Adjutant  Fulton Loppatto 

Chaplain  John Mitchell 

Judge Advocate Sharon Ruest 

Surgeon  Richard Wagner 

Officer of the Day Chuck Guido 

Guard   Rob Gill 

Service Officer Rich Fales 

Honor Guard Capt John Gossart Jr. 

Trustee  Danny Steele 

Trustee  Robert Criswell  

Trustee  Skip Coale 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman  James Jensen 

President  John Gossart Jr. 

Vice President Rob Gill 

Treasurer  Bill Healy 

Secretary  Ken Weber 

Board Member Sharon Ruest 

Board Member Fulton Loppatto 

Board Member Ed Wolfe 

Board Member John Mitchell 

Board Member Rick Delaney 

Board Member John Hickman 

 

AUXILIARY TEAM 
President  Dale Weese 

Sr Vice Pres  Karen Ware 

Jr Vice Pres  Carol Weber 

Secretary  Ty Magliola 

Treasurer  Roberta Walter 

Chaplain  Theo Loppatto 

Guard   Shirley Stong 

Conductress  Kathy Schmon 

Patriotic Ins  Peg Atkins 

Trustee  Connie Weber 

Trustee  Debbie Vischer-Jensen 

Trustee  Debra Craven 

 

 

 

For the Latest Updates and News 

Please send your email to 

vfwpost7234@gmail.com 

 

Member in Need of Assistance 

Please call: 

John Gossart Jr. 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Member Sick or Deceased 

Please call:  

For VFW – John Mitchell 302-381-9934 

For Aux – Theo Loppatto 302-537-5661 

 

Assistance with VA claims or benefits 

Please call:  

Rich Fales (301)325-3813 or email me at 

Smokey1st@netzero.net    

  

 

                       FOOD BANK 

Please continue to drop off food items at 

the entry way. We continue to support 

our local families in need. Thank you for 

your donations. 

VFW POST 7234 HONOR GUARD 

TO BECOME A MEMBER, PLEASE 

CONTACT JOHN GOSSART 

240-304-8183 
              

            Veteran Claims Assistance 
 

Our state Veterans Service Officer comes to our 

Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of every month at 

1:30PM; to make an appointment you can 

contact him at david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-

994-2511 ext 7586        

mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Smokey1st@netzero.net
mailto:david.hilliard@va.gov

