
 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMANDERS CORNER 
 

The beach season is upon us, and our Post is 

beginning to become a very busy place. I ask you to 

remember a few things….‖ patience‖ and ―thanks‖ 

to our volunteers and staff as they do their very best 

for you our veterans, auxiliary and guests. Serving 

and assisting so many people is not an easy task! For 

example, in the last two Sundays we have had over 

650 hungry breakfast guests. 

I thank you for 

your assistance 

and cooperation 

as you enter the 

Post…showing 

your 

membership 

card and saying 

hello and thank 

you to our 

―Door 

Monitors‖. Your Post is for YOU our members and 

guests. Please remember we generously allow you to 

bring as many as 3 guests and expect that you will be 

responsible for them and advise them of our Rules 

and Regulations which are posted on the Bulletin 

Board. 

Currently, there are lots of projects going on at the 

Post that I want to update you on. Our Memorial 

Park Project will soon add our recently purchased 

flag poles that will be installed. A 30-foot flagpole for 

the United States of America flag and (6) 20 foot 

service flags will be encircle our Memorial. A lighted 

walkway will lead up to the Memorial and also be 

installed shortly. Landscaping and other amenities 

will follow this summer. Remember to purchase your 

―Memorial Brick‖ if you want your name or the 

name of a loved included in the memorial. The 

Memorial Bricks are $100 and offer a tribute to you, 

your loved one, comrade, colleague, and help fund 

our project. 

We are also enhancing the Post deck with our new 

picnic tables and new furniture later this summer.  

Our roof suffered damage during our recent 

nor‘easter, and we are in the process of getting 

estimates to repair and secure our roof. Our goal is to 

have a leak free roof! 

I am putting together a ―Lobby Enhancement‖ 

committee to make our entrance lobby better, See me 

if you are interested and have ideas. 

We have a new ―Breakfast Team ― for our Sunday 

Breakfasts led by Adjutant Fulton Loppatto and 

Auxiliary Chaplain Theo Loppatto. It is a great team 

with great leadership. They have hired a ―French 

Toast‖  French chef! 

 
Our Help A Veteran Project has over a dozen 

volunteers who have begun to reach out and contact 

our veteran members to see if we can be of help or 

assistance. Frank ―Sarge‖ Bolen is our Chair. Come 

join our team if you are interested in participating. 

Our Point of Sale Committee headed by Board of 

Director Member Sharon Ruest is meeting with 

vendors to improve our system. Bill Hensley, 

Quartermaster is leading our team to improve and 

create a Post telephone system. 

We continue to encourage and recruit younger 

veterans to join our ranks. We are making progress. 

. 

 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
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              JUNE 2022 



If you know an Iraqi or Afghani veteran, please 

encourage them to speak to us and join our veteran 

community. We need you!! 

Our VFW team was at the Race4Warrior program 

on May 14
th

 at Henlopen State Park. We are a 

sponsor for this event that raises funds for our 

Iraqi/Afghanistan veterans. Unfortunately, the 

weather did not cooperate with us. 

I am grateful to our Honor Guard for their continued 

service to our Post at funerals and ceremonies. They 

are the best! See their activities for the month of May 

in the Honor Guard column. 

On May 19
th

 at the Lord Baltimore Elementary 

School and on Route 113, our Post officers 

participated in the placement of our American flags 

for the ―Flags for Heroes ―program for Memorial 

Day. Thank You! 

I will be attending the DE VFW Convention on June 

24/25
th

 with fellow officers Jim Jensen, Sr Vice 

Commander, Fulton Loppatto, Adjutant, John 

Mitchell, Chaplain, and former Commander Dean 

Levering. You of course are welcome to attend. 

Our 2022-2023 Post leadership officially begins their 

duties on June 25
th

 after the installation of our state 

officers. Thank you to all of you for your willingness 

to serve. The list of our 2022-2023 leadership is listed 

below. 

I am pleased to inform you that our Post received a 

letter from the Commander-in- Chief Matthew M. 

Mihelcic awarding us a 100% ribbon for the year 

2021-22. Well done Comrades! 

Comrades, I have been your Commander for 9 

months now, serving the remaining tenure of our 

friend and Commander Hal Dietrich who passed 

away suddenly, leaving me unexpectedly with this 

job. In June I begin my own tenure as your 

Commander and leader. I will continue to do the best 

I can for you. Many of our experienced officers have 

provided me with great guidance, counsel and 

assistance. I thank each of them. But I would like to 

single out and thank our Past Commander Dean 

Levering who was our Post Commander for 3 years. 

Our Post is fortunate to have Dean, as a comrade, a 

leader, and a friend.  I am fortunate to have had him 

as an adviser, friend and colleague. Thank you, 

Commander Levering! 

Dean Levering ends his tenure as a member of the 

Board of Directors and Chairman of the Building 

and Grounds Committee this month.  Thank you 

Dean and well done Comrade. 

I want to also say thank you to Mary Ellen Reilly the 

retiring president of the VFW Auxiliary. Thank you 

for your leadership, thank you for your respect, 

consideration and love of our veterans. 

Congratulations to Dale Weese, the new Auxiliary 

President and his officers. I look forward to working 

with you and your leadership for the good and 

wellbeing of our veterans. 

 

Finally, the Commander‘s ―Thank You for the 

Month‖ 

―thank you Honor Guard, you are the best‖ 

―thank you Frank Bolen and the Help A Veteran 

work‖ 

―thank you John Hickman and Russ Paulus for your 

roof advise‖ 

―thank you to Dale Weese and John Hickman for the 

Quartermaster office work‖ 

―thank you Danny Brooks for your Post painting‖ 

―thank you to the Memorial Wall Design Committee‖ 

―thank you Rick and Dean for your deck work‖ 

….and thank you everybody else! 

 

Stay safe, be well, pray for peace and God Bless You. 

 

John 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Commander 

Mason Dixon VFW Post 7234 

 

 
Assembling Flags for ―Flags for Heroes‖ At Lord 

Baltimore School 

 



 
Dedication of Blue Star Memorial in Ocean View 

Mayor John Reddington, Chaplain John Mitchell, 

Commander John Gossart 

 

 
Commander John Gossart leading Memorial Day 

Ceremony in Bethany Beach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASON DIXON VFW POST 7234 

2022 -2023 OFFICERS 
 

Elected: 

 

Commander – John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Sr. Vice Commander – James Jensen 

Jr. Vice Commander – Ken Weber 

Quartermaster – William Healy 

Chaplain – John Mitchell 

Trustee – Skip Coale 

 

Appointed by the Commander: 

 

Adjutant - Fulton Loppatto 

Service Officer – Rich Fales 

Judge Advocate – Sharon Ruest 

Officer of the Day – Chuck Guido 

Guard – Rob Gill 

Surgeon – Richard Wagner 

Captain of the Honor Guard – John F. Gossart, Jr. 

 

2022 COMMANDER’S GOALS 
 

As Post Commander, I have set these goals for the 

coming year. With your help and support, we can 

move forward with these goals and continue to make 

our Post a better ―home‖ for our veterans and 

members. 

 

1. Increase VFW membership attendance at our 

monthly meeting. 

2. Increase VFW member participation in the 

decision-making process for our Post. 

3. Make members more responsible for their 

Post by attending meeting and voting on 

proposals. 

4. Increase VFW membership by recruiting 

younger members from the Iraq and 

Afghanistan era. 

5. Create a ―Bring A Member and Friend‖ 

Program. 

6. Establish a ―Volunteer Interest Program‖ to 

increase our volunteers and their 

participation. 

7. Establish a ―Welcome Orientation Program‖ 

to welcome new VFW, Auxiliary and Mason 

Dixon members. Our new members will learn 

about our Post, it‘s mission, veterans‘ services 

and programs, our community outreach, the 

Honor Guard, volunteer programs, as well as 

our social events, and our bar and kitchen 

activities and hours of operation. 



8. Establish a ―Volunteer Orientation Program‖ 

for new volunteers 

9. Establish a ―Talk to the Commander and 

Post Officers Program‖ to be scheduled 

bimonthly (every two months) …to improve 

communications, to ask questions, raise 

issues, make suggestions, etc.. 

10. Establish Educational Seminars at the Post 

for interested veterans to learn about and 

understand veteran resources and benefits. 

This will include meeting with our Service 

Officer and invited experts. 

11. Create a ―Help A Veteran Program‖ to 

provide veteran assistance with 

transportation, repair person assistance, 

visitation, etc.. 

12. Implement a special Fund Drive Program for 

worthy causes to include the National Home 

For Children. 

13. Create and establish a ―Preventative 

Maintenance Protocol Program‖ for our post 

building and equipment. 

14. Enhance and improve our lobby entrance. 

Create a digital memorial to replace our 

memorial plaques. 

15. Establish a program to capture our member 

hours of service to our Post, community, 

church, for recognition and reporting to the 

state and national VFW. 

16. Create more social programs for our veterans 

and members at the Post to include cards, 

scrabble, board games, etc.. 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
 

As I begin writing my last newsletter article, I have to 

reflect on the last two years as President of Post 7234 

Auxiliary. I was leery 

when I accepted the 

position of my ability 

to perform this task. It 

was certainly a 

learning experience 

every day. Although it 

was not perfect, I 

believe with the help of 

the officers, 

chairpersons and 

members we had two 

successful years despite 

the limitations COVID 

imposed on us. Thank 

you everyone for your support and involvement in 

our activities. I‘m pleased to hand the gavel over to 

Dale Weese and the other officers who will assume 

their positions in July. I will still be around to help 

when needed. It has been an honor to be trusted as 

President. My best wishes to the new officers and 

chairpersons.  

If you have a chance, stop by the new memorial 

garden on the corner of Woodland and Atlantic 

Avenue. The Salt Air Gardeners did a beautiful job. 

There was a wonderful dedication as a tribute to the 

Armed Forces of America. The National Anthem was 

sung by Jasmine Schaeffer, an IRHS student and 

what a fabulous job she did. I truly believe that a 

great way to honor our veterans is to encourage our 

youth to participate in activities and learn about our 

Armed Forces past present and perhaps have them 

be the future. The young people I see today have such 

a great insight into things that I would never have 

imagined when I was their age. They should be 

encouraged to express these thoughts and when 

possible given an opportunity to participate.  

With the summer approaching, the crowds at the 

Post are quickly increasing. Again, I encourage all 

our members to respect the rules of the post and 

make sure respect is shown to all the volunteers who 

selflessly give their time to make sure the post runs 

smoothly.  

Today was the Memorial Day service on Bethany 

boardwalk. It was a beautiful, but somewhat hot, 

morning. But after a couple years of not being able to 

honor our veterans in a gathering, it seemed like all 

in attendance were grateful to be there.  

 
This morning on the news I heard an interview which 

I would like to share. The young man‘s name was 

Reshi Sharman. His parents migrated to the United 

States from India. Reshi decided one day as a junior 

in high school, that he was going to interview as 

many WW II veterans as he could, many days 

skipping classes to do so. Having no veterans at all in 

his family but the gratitude he felt for all that gave so 

he could live and thrive in this great country he set 

out on his mission. As of the interview he had spoken 

and recounted the stories of 850 WW II veterans in 

40 states. He will continue to do so because his feeling 



that time is running out as the veterans are aging. 

You can hear the rest of his incredible story on u-

tube. So I ask, have you made an effort to contact a 

veteran and hear some of the incredible stories that 

they are so happy to share with an eager listener? 

Take a moment to listen to some of the interviews and 

see the happiness in their eyes that someone is taking 

the time to listen to them. You just might make their 

day! 

So in closing I would like to wish everyone a happy, 

healthy summer and hope that you will continue to 

support the post and the troops, past, present and 

future. Keep them in your prayers.  

And again best wishes to the new officers and 

chairpersons.  

 

Respectfully 

 

Mary Ellen Reilly  

President VFW Post 7234 Auxiliary 

908-451-0624 

tripletsmom1@ gmail.com\ 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOTES 

 

Greetings members, 

                                 As the month of May comes to 

an end, our Country 

remembers our fallen 

young men who 

have fought and died to 

protect our freedoms. It's 

hard for me to fathom, 

I've been out of the service 

for fifty years. Yet, I can't 

ever forget about the 

mothers who lost their 

sons or daughters, the 

wives or husbands who 

lost their spouses, and the many children who 

only have photos to remember their 

parents. Every one of us has someone, friend, 

loved one, whom was lost to a conflict. Honor 

them on Memorial Day, bow your head and say 

their name, show them the respect they deserve. 

Remember we are the recipients of their cause. 

Let no warrior's name go unsaid. 
Yours Truly, 

 

Chairman of the Board 

Jim Jensen  

 

 

CHAPLAINS’ CORNER 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the families who 

have lost loved ones.  Eternal rest grant unto them O‘ 

Lord, may the perpetual light shine upon them, and 

may they rest in peace.  Amen.      

 

David A. Kratch 

Victor Beiriger 

Frederick Kropp 

Gary L. Hollen 

 

 

 

Please call John Mitchell at 302-381-9934 for the 

VFW or Theo Loppatto at 302-537-5661 for the 

Auxiliary, if a member is sick or has passed away. 

 

SERVICE OFFICER OUTREACH 

 

The following is from AARP and doesn‘t account for 

the new VA Community care program. Every 

veteran‘s situation is different, and needs vary. 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE 

RELEASE April 25, 

2022. VA establishes 

presumptive service 

connection for rare 

respiratory cancers for 

certain Veterans 

WASHINGTON — As 

part of President Biden‘s 

Unity Agenda 

commitment to support 

the nation‘s Veterans, the 

Department of Veterans Affairs is adding nine rare 

respiratory cancers to the list of presumed service-

connected disabilities due to military environmental 

exposures to fine particulate matter. The following 

list of rare respiratory cancers have been added to 

VA‘s regulations through an Interim Final Rule 

published in the Federal Register on April 26, 2022: 

Squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx. Squamous 

cell carcinoma of the trachea. Adenocarcinoma of the 

trachea.  

Salivary gland-type tumors of the trachea. 

Adenosquamous carcinoma of the lung.  

Large cell carcinoma of the lung.  

Salivary gland-type tumors of the lung. Sarcomatoid 

carcinoma of the lung.  

Typical and atypical carcinoid of the lung.  

VA determined through a focused review of scientific 

and medical evidence there is biological plausibility 

http://gmail.com/


between airborne hazards and carcinogenesis of the 

respiratory tract — and the unique circumstances of 

these rare cancers warrant a presumption of service 

connection. The rarity and severity of these illnesses 

and the reality these conditions present, is a situation 

where it may not be possible to develop additional 

evidence, prompted VA to take this action. ―Last year 

we made promises to fundamentally change and 

improve how we establish and expedite presumptions 

— now we‘re keeping them,‖ said VA Secretary Denis 

McDonough. ―We are taking a new approach to 

presumptives that takes all available science into 

account, with one goal in mind — getting today‘s 

Veterans — and Vets in the decades ahead — the 

benefits they deserve as fast as possible.‖ VA will 

begin processing disability compensation claims for 

Veterans who served any amount of time in the 

Southwest Asia theater of operations beginning Aug. 

2, 1990, to the present, or Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, 

Syria or Djibouti beginning Sept. 19, 2001, to the 

present. Any Veteran who has or had one of the listed 

cancers at any time during or after separation from 

military service may be eligible for disability 

compensation benefits. VA will contact impacted 

Veterans and survivors to inform them about their 

eligibility and will provide information on how to 

apply. Veterans, survivors or dependents who had 

claims previously denied for any of these respiratory 

cancers are encouraged to file a supplemental claim 

for benefits. If you are a Veteran, survivor or 

dependent applying for the first time, file a new claim 

here. To apply for benefits, Veterans and survivors 

may visit VA.gov or call toll-free at 800-827-1000. 

View the interim final rule for Presumptive Service 

Connection for Rare Respiratory Cancers Due to 

Exposure to Fine Particulate Matter and leave 

comments. 
 

FRAUD AGAINST VETS, MILITARY 

FAMILIES‘ SOARS 
 

Fraud aimed at veterans and active-duty military 

and their families more than doubled from 2020 

to2021, according to the Federal Trade Commission. 

The Agency documented $267 million in losses by 

former and present members of the armed forces last 

year, up from $122 million in 2020. 

 The agency documented $267 million in losses 

by former and present members of the armed forces 

last year, up from $122 million in 2020. 

 The top fraud aimed at military members 

involved scammers posing as someone else, such as 

government employee, a friend or relative with an 

emergency need for cash, or a romantic interest, the 

FTC says. 

 After imposter frauds the most common ones 

were online shopping scams, followed by prize 

sweepstakes and lottery scams. The statistics were 

included in the FTC‘s annual ―Consumer Sentinel 

Network‖ report, which was issued in late February. 

 
In Comradeship, 

H. Rich Fales, Post Service Officer 

Cell: (301) 325-3813 

Email: Smokey1st@netzero 

 

 

HONOR GUARD NEWS 

 

May was a busy month for our Honor Guard as we 

participated in one funeral, a 

Blue Star Memorial 

Ceremony and two Memorial 

Day Ceremonies and services. 

On May 13
th

 at the Bethel 

Mariner Methodist Church 

10 members of the Honor 

Guard performed a Volley 

and Taps  forour deceased 

Comrade James DeFrance 

III. Our Comrade was a 

Korean veteran and served in 

the Air Force.  

On May 23
rd

 in Ocean View, 

the Honor Guard represented by 11 members 

rendered a Volley and Taps at the dedication of a 

Blue Star Memorial located on Atlantic Avenue and 

Woodland Avenue. The Blue Star Memorial Program 

honors all men and women that have and currently 

serve in the United States Armed Forces. The Blue 

Star Memorial is the project of the National Gardens 

Clubs. The Ocean View Blue Star Memorial was 

sponsored by the Salt Air Gardeners of Ocean View. 

On May 27
th

 the Honor Guard participated in the 

Memorial Day Ceremony held by the Fenwick Island 

Municipality. This was the first time that such a 

ceremony was held after many years. Mayor Vicki 

Carmean, counsel and members of the community 

were grateful for the presence of our Honor Guard. A 

Volley and Taps was presented by 10 Honor Guard 

members. 

Finally, the Honor Guard participated with the town 

of Bethany Beach at the Memorial Day Ceremony 

and Service on May 30
th

at the bandstand. The Honor 

Guard presented a Volley and Taps with 13 members. 



 
 

The Honor Guard would like to again welcome our 

newest member, Ron Ruest, a veteran and Auxiliary 

member. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

Honor Guard, especially our younger members, 

please contact me: 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Captain of the Honor Guard 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

Or: 

Mike Schiffer 

Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard 

Rschiffer0@gmail.com 

 

*The purpose of the Honor Guard is to provide 

funeral honors for our fallen comrades and guard 

national monuments. An Honor Guard may also 

serve as the ‗guardians of the colors‘ ―‘by displacing 

and escorting the national flag on ceremonial 

occasions at official functions.‖  

 

CANTEEN CORNER 
 

Well, May was quite an experience at the Post. We 

started with the electric blackout on Saturday the 7
th

, 

when On the Edge was playing, and had to close at 

6:30pm. Then we had the week long Northeaster that 

did damage to the building. But there were also good 

things that happened. Chef Russell & Chef Tc did an 

outstanding job on the 21
st
 with their BBQ Buffet. I 

received great reviews from all that attended. Thank 

You Russell & TC and all the volunteers that worked 

that evening, Great Job. We followed that with the 

most beautiful Memorial Day weekend in a long time. 

People enjoyed all the events we had at the Post, with 

the highlight being the 462 people that enjoyed the 

Brunch on Sunday. Thank You John Frye and your 

Breakfast Crew. 

We are ready for what will come our way in June. We 

will continue with all our daily activities. Now that 

the weather has turned the corner ,come out on 

Sundays from 4-6pm and sit on the deck with the 

beautiful view and enjoy a burger or dog. We will 

have our normal Breakfast every Sunday from 8am-

12pm. We are still working with a couple of Crab 

suppliers to see if it is possible to have Crabs this 

year. A special email will be sent out if it becomes 

possible. 

Please remember those in our community who need 

our help. Items for the Food Bank can be left in the 

Lobby anytime the Post is open.  

 

See you at the Post 

Mark 

VFW GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 

 VFW Golf   Association    members    play    golf    

each Tuesday at the Salt  Pond Golf  Course.  

Register for play by sending an email 

to vfwgolf7234@gmail.com NLT noon on the Monday 

before the date of play.  Showup    at    7:30    a.m.  

for    8:00    a.m.    tee    time.        Remember    all    

are    welcome!!!    If    you        are       thinking      

about        joining        the       Golf        Association,    

please  contact      our       President,        Ken    

Smith,    at  267-228-7285 

or  madriverken1946@gmail.com for    more  

 information. 

     

Ed Pike 

 

 

HISTORY OF THE MILITARY 

DRAFT:  PART 3 

 

When we left the story of the draft in April, the 

national defense system that has 

affected millions of Americans, 

we had reached the Vietnam War 

period.  The memories of Post 

members can fill in the gaps of 

what I found.   

 

The Vietnam War.  During the 

late 1950s and 1960s, mental and 

physical exam standards for 

draftees and volunteers were not 

as strict as they were in WWII. For example, in the 

historical (1886) induction center at 39 Whitehall 

Street in New York City, they just asked you for your 

mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Rschiffer0@gmail.com
mailto:vfwgpolf7234@gmail.com
mailto:madriverken1946@gmail.com


name and date of birth.  If you got 65% on that, you 

passed. For the physical, they held up a hand mirror 

in front of your face and told you to breathe on it. If 

you fogged the mirror, you were classified 1A and 

sworn in. That‘s what I thought anyway. I now 

understand there were a number of mental and 

physical reasons for disqualification. Just not at 39 

Whitehall. It was a quick and efficient assembly line 

to Ft. Dix, NJ or another garden spot. Some reports 

indicate that approximately 2.2 million men were 

drafted out of a pool of 27 million who were 

registered for service during the official war period.  

 

Opposition.  As in WWI and WWII, there were 

conscientious objectors and opposition to the war and 

the draft. But as the war continued and intensified, 

anti-war protests and draft evasion became more 

widespread. And sometimes violent, including a 

bomb set off in the 39 Whitehall Street building in 

October 1969. In an effort to address some of the 

opposition, a random lottery system for the draft was 

instituted in 1969, but it did little to reduce 

resistance. You could say the opponents eventually 

prevailed. The final group of draftees was inducted in 

1972. The Selective Service Act in effect at that time 

expired in 1973 and the U.S. military converted to an 

all-volunteer system.  

 

Where We Are Today. If the U.S. military has to 

expand beyond an all-volunteer force, the system is in 

place to do so.  Under current Federal law (50 USC 

Section 3802 for those who want to check), almost all 

men between the ages of 18 and 26, who are U.S. 

citizens or immigrants living in the United States, 

must register with the Selective Service agency. There 

are exceptions for both categories, but basically that‘s 

the requirement. I don‘t know the level of compliance 

and wonder whether most young men 18-26 even 

know about their legal obligation. They should. There 

are serious consequences for failure to register. For 

citizens, that could include criminal prosecution, 

fines and prison time.  This is not something to be 

taken lightly. Once an individual is registered, 

nothing happens unless Congress reinstates the draft 

in a national emergency.  If that happens, men will be 

called in a random lottery system and ―examined for 

mental, physical and moral fitness for military 

service.‖ Then here we go again. In that process, 

they‘ll be deferred, exempted or inducted.  

 

What About the Young Women?  There have been 

unsuccessful legal challenges to the exemption of 

women from the registration requirement and some 

Congressional debate on the issue, but so far only 

men are subject to being drafted. It certainly doesn‘t 

matter now and may not in the long run.  Looking at 

the number of young women in the all-volunteer 

military today and the wide range of assignments 

they excel in, I think that volunteer spirit will 

continue in the future.  It‘s not limited by gender.  

 

Final Thoughts.  One tangible thing that binds 

together those who served in the military in the past 

and those who serve today, whether volunteer, 

draftee or commissioned officer, is the solemn oath 

everyone took to: ―support and defend the 

Constitution of the United States against all enemies, 

foreign and domestic. . .and bear true faith and 

allegiance to the same. . ..‖ That‘s our common bond. 

That and the shared experience of service.  

 

Looking ahead to June, here are a few dates to keep 

in mind, in addition to all the events on the Post 

calendar.  

 

June 6. D-Day (1944) 

June 14. Flag Day AND, drum roll, the 247
th

 

birthday of the U.S. Army, established in 1775. 

June 19. Father‘s Day and the new Juneteenth 

national holiday. 

June 21.  Summer begins 

 

Hope you enjoy every day in June. 

Jerry Hardiman 

 

BRICK SALES 
We are creating a new memorial to replace our 

weather worn current memorial. This will be a 

sacred place of honor and respect for all those who 

served this country and this post. The highlight of 

this new memorial will be the ability for members to 

dedicate bricks for those who served this country and 

this post. This will be a beautiful, quiet, 

contemplative site to sit and reflect on the names 

etched here. Construction has begun and we are 

planning a fall dedication.  If you wish to purchase a 

brick go to our website www.vfw7234.com and 

download a form or stop by our Post to pick up a 

form. Note the option to add logo (VFW or your 

Military Service). If already ordered a brick email to 

add logo. vfwpost7234@gmail.com. 

 

 

http://www.vfw7234.com/
mailto:vfwpost7234@gmail.com


 

   
Donation: $100.00 per brick (100% Tax Deductible)  

  BRICK SIZE 4X8 

Make Checks payable to: VFW Post 7234 

Please print form, fill out completely and mail form along with a check to the above address or drop by 

Bar at Post 

You may provide up to three lines of inscription.  The top line may say “In honor of” or “In memory of” if you 

choose.  Military Branch, Ranks, etc. are permitted. 

Each paver may contain up to three (3) lines with 18 characters per line (lines will be centered) (select emblem 

or no emblem). Spaces & Punctuation such as dashes or commas are counted as a character.  VFW7234 

reserves the right in its sole discretion to deny any application and return the paver donation.  Questions can be 

directed to John Mitchell at sadpearl@mediacombb.net  302-381-9934 or John Gossart at  

judge800@yahoo.com 240-304-8183.  

      
 

I would like my inscription to read:  (18 characters per line only) 

 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone ________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL _______________________________________________ 

VFW Post 7234 
75th Anniversary Campaign 
29265 Marshy Hope Way 
Ocean View, De 19970 

 

mailto:sadpearl@mediacombb.net
mailto:judge800@yahoo.com


LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Commander  John Gossart Jr. 

Sr. Vice Cmdr           James Jensen 

Jr. Vice Cmdr           Ken Weber 

Quartermaster          Bill Hensley 

Adjutant  Fulton Loppatto 

Chaplain  John Mitchell 

Judge Advocate Bill Healy 

Surgeon  Richard Wagner 

Officer of the Day Rob Gill 

Guard   Rick Delaney 

Service Officer Rich Fales 

Honor Guard Capt John Gossart Jr. 

Trustee  Danny Steele 

Trustee  George Smith 

Trustee  Robert Criswell 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman  James Jensen 

President  John Gossart Jr. 

Vice President Rob Gill 

Treasurer  Bill Hensley 

Secretary  Ken Weber 

Board Member Sharon Ruest 

Board Member Fulton Loppatto 

Board Member Ed Wolfe 

Board Member John Mitchell 

Board Member Rick Delaney 

Board Member Dean Levering 

 

AUXILIARY TEAM 
President  Ellen Reilly 

Sr Vice Pres  Dale Weese 

Jr Vice Pres  Karen Ware 

Secretary  Ty Magliola 

Treasurer  Roberta Walter 

Chaplain  Theo Loppatto 

Guard   Shirley Stong 

Conductress  Karen Vitsorek 

Patriotic Ins   

Trustee  Connie Weber 

Trustee  Debbie Vischer-Jensen 

Trustee  Debra Craven 

 

 

For the Latest Updates and News 

Please send your email to 

vfwpost7234@gmail.com 

 

Member in Need of Assistance 

Please call: 

John Gossart Jr. 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Member Sick or Deceased 

Please call:  

For VFW – John Mitchell 302-381-9934 

For Aux – Theo Loppatto 302-537-5661 

 

 

Assistance with VA claims or benefits 

Please call:  

Rich Fales (301)325-3813 or email me at 

Smokey1st@netzero.net    

  

 

                       FOOD BANK 

Please continue to drop off food items at 

the entry way. We continue to support 

our local families in need. Thank you for 

your donations. 

VFW POST 7234 HONOR GUARD 

TO BECOME A MEMBER, PLEASE 

CONTACT JOHN GOSSART 

240-304-8183 
              

mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Smokey1st@netzero.net

