
 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMANDERS CORNER 
 

We had a remarkably busy month at our Post. And as 

COVID becomes less of an issue, we anticipate that 

the summer will be extremely active for us. In late 

May we held our second Volunteer Orientation for 

over 30 Post 

members. 

Many of our 

Post officers, 

Board of 

Directors, and 

Canteen 

Manager 

Mark 

Daughaday 

were in 

attendance and 

spoke to the volunteers. I am pleased to report that 

since the creation of our Volunteer Interest Form we 

have had over 80 members submit a form. If you 

would like to be a Post volunteer, you can pick up at 

Volunteer Interest Form at the bar. Thanks for 

considering! 

On June 14
th

 approximately 15 people from our Post 

went to the Veterans Home in Milton to visit our 

comrade and friend Vinny George, a resident. 

 

 

 Vinny, a Marine Korean veteran is a lifelong 

member of our Post. We held a Quilts of Valor 

ceremony and DE State Coordinators Dana Mason 

and Marguerite Niemoeller presented Vinny with his 

quilt. It was a special day for Vinny, his family, and 

our Post.  

 
Currently, we have 2 of our Post members who are 

residents of the Veterans Home, Vinny and Marine 

Vietnam veteran Bob Corsa. 

Please keep our comrades in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

The DE VFW and Auxiliary State Convention was 

held on June 24/25 in Wilmington, DE. Four Post 

Officers attended. (Commander John Gossart, Sr 

Vice Commander Jim Jensen, District 4 Commander 

Fulton Loppatto, Chaplain John Mitchell).  In 

addition, a number of Post Auxiliary Officers 

. 
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attended. (Ellen Reilly, Dale Weese, Carol Weber, and 

Peggy Atkins) We also were fortunate to have several 

post members in attendance as well. Our Post 

received a number of awards and citations to include, 

Citations of Recognition as follows: 

For Community Service Programs, Citizenship and 

Education Programs, Youth Activities Programs, and 

Voice of Democracy Programs. Quartermaster Bill 

Hensley received recognition as the state leader for 

recruiting new members. Dean Levering was second. 

The newly elected VFW State Officers are as follows: 

Commander – William “Russ” Hall 

Sr Vice Commander – Thomas DeOrrio 

Jr Vice Commander – Bill Wood 

Adjutant/ Quartermaster – Mark Newman 

Judge Advocate –James Greenplate 

Surgeon – Leona Hill 

Chaplain – John Mitchell 

All DE VFW Post Commanders were sworn and 

officially installed. As of June 25
th

 Post 7234 officers 

took office for 2022-23 and continue on duty. See the 

list of elected and appointed officers on the last page. 

Our Memorial Park is progressing. Engraved bricks 

are being ordered. Our circular walkway will be 

installed shortly and will include 2 benches where a 

person can sit and reflect. We are currently 

negotiating with Delmarva to remove/relocate the two 

electric poles near the Memorial. When this is 

completed, we will install the flag poles. Stay tuned! 

Please consider purchasing a Memorial brick if you 

have not done so. Applications and brick samples are 

on the counter across from the cash register. Contact 

any Post Officer or BOD member if you have any 

questions. Help support this worthy endeavor. 

Donations for the project are also welcomed. 

Our Help A Veteran program now has 15 volunteers 

who are reaching out to our veteran comrades to see 

if we may be of assistance. If you are aware of any 

veterans in your community who are in need of a 

visit, a phone call, or some other type of assistance, 

please contact Chairman Frank "Sarge” Bolen at 

frankieb@mchsi.com 

Remember, our state Veterans Service Officer comes 

to our Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of every month at 

1:30PM to meet with our veteran members who are 

navigating and are in need of assistance with 

veterans‟ claims. If you would like to make an 

appointment you can contact him at 

david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-994-2511 ext 7586 

Also remember our VSO Rich Fales can provide you 

with lots of important information and guidance. See 

his column in this newsletter. Rich‟s business cards 

are located in our lobby. 

Our Door Monitoring Program is doing well thanks 

to our “friendly” door monitors and the cooperative 

spirit of our members and guests. 

Our Breakfast teams have had to work extremely 

hard because of the record number of attendees. 

Team #1 (Russell Paulus), Team #2 (John Frye), 

Team #3 (The VFW Golfers, Ken Smith) all served 

over 300 breakfasts recently. And Team#4 (Theo and 

Fulton Loppatto) served a record 480 breakfasts on 

Father‟s Day. 

Every time our Post does a memorial service for a 

deceased comrade, we place a flower, an evergreen, a 

wreath, and a small American flag on the casket/alter. 

These live flowers are generously donated by Bethany 

Florist located on Camp Barnes Rd, Frankford. 

Thank you, owner Cathy Schultz and Heather and 

crew. You are the best! 

I would be remiss if I did not extend my personal 

gratitude and our Post‟s thanks to retiring 

Quartermaster Bill Hensley. Bill has been an 

“outstanding “Quartermaster for the past 8 years, 

working many hours each week to keep our Post 

healthy and stable. When you see Bill at the Post be 

sure to say hello and thank you for a job well done. 

Buy him a beer or a “jack” if you are so inclined – he 

would like that! Our new Quartermaster Bill Healy is 

already busy at work. 

Finally, The Commander‟s “Thank You for the 

Month”: 

“Bill Healy, John Hickman and Russell Paulus for 

working on our roof claim” 

“Our new volunteers” 

“Our many volunteers” 

“Our door monitors” 

“Our chicken shack crew” 

“Our ice cream ladies” 

And a special shout out to the Flip Five Kitchen 

Crew, 

Mark Sheppard, Lisa Wynn, Michelle Mullineaux, 

Norm Scherer, Mark King, Doug Purcell, Paul 

DuCott and Rick Delaney. 

“and thank you everyone else” 

 

Stay safe, be well, pray for peace, and May God 

Bless You! 
 

John 

 

John F. Gossart. Jr. 

Commander 

Mason Dixon VFW Post 7234 

 

2022-23 COMMANDER’S GOALS 
 

As Post Commander, I have set these goals for the 

coming year. With your help and support, we can 

move forward with these goals and continue to make 

our Post a better “home” for our veterans and 

members. 
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1. Increase VFW membership attendance at our 

monthly meeting. 

2. Increase VFW member participation in the 

decision-making process for our Post. 

3. Make members more responsible for their 

Post by attending meeting and voting on 

proposals. 

4. Increase VFW membership by recruiting 

younger members from the Iraq and 

Afghanistan era. 

5. Create a “Bring A Member and Friend” 

Program. 

6. Establish a “Volunteer Interest Program” to 

increase our volunteers and their 

participation. 

7. Establish a “Welcome Orientation Program” 

to welcome new VFW, Auxiliary and Mason 

Dixon members. Our new members will learn 

about our Post, it‟s mission, veterans‟ services 

and programs, our community outreach, the 

Honor Guard, volunteer programs, as well as 

our social events, and our bar and kitchen 

activities and hours of operation. 

8. Establish a “Volunteer Orientation Program” 

for new volunteers 

9. Establish a “Talk to the Commander and 

Post Officers Program” to be scheduled 

bimonthly (every two months) …to improve 

communications, to ask questions, raise 

issues, make suggestions, etc.. 

10. Establish Educational Seminars at the Post 

for interested veterans to learn about and 

understand veteran resources and benefits. 

This will include meeting with our Service 

Officer and invited experts. 

11. Create a “Help A Veteran Program” to 

provide veteran assistance with 

transportation, repair person assistance, 

visitation, etc.. 

12. Implement a special Fund Drive Program for 

worthy causes to include the National Home 

For Children. 

13. Create and establish a “Preventative 

Maintenance Protocol Program” for our post 

building and equipment. 

14. Enhance and improve our lobby entrance. 

Create a digital memorial to replace our 

memorial plaques. 

15. Establish a program to capture our member 

hours of service to our Post, community, 

church, for recognition and reporting to the 

state and national VFW. 

16. Create more social programs for our veterans 

and members at the Post to include cards, 

scrabble, board games, etc.. 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 

   Summer is here and the 4th of July holiday is upon 

us.  As I reflect upon this Holiday I think of a line 

from Toby Keith's song Courtesy of the Red, White 

and Blue:           

When we see Old Glory flying 

There's a lot of men dead 

So we can sleep in peace at night when we lay down 

our head 

It‟s a patriotic holiday 

where we pay homage 

to the red, white, and 

blue, as well as to our 

forefathers that paved 

the way to have the 

freedoms we enjoy 

today.  It‟s also a time 

when we as Americans 

should appreciate our 

military who continue 

to defend and protect 

that hard-won 

freedom. Those who 

have made the ultimate sacrifice as well as the 

veterans who are still with us today. It‟s is a time 

when we can truly appreciate what it means to be a 

free nation and why our military members take an 

oath to protect that freedom. 

    I am truly honored and humbled to be the first 

male President of our Auxiliary.  We truly have a 

special group of hard working members and officers 

in our Auxiliary.  This was especially evident at the 

Department Convention this year which I attended 

for the first time. It was quite an experience and I 

would like to thank Robert Walter, Carol Weber, 

Ellen Reilly, and Peg Atkins for their guidance which 

was instrumental in navigating and surviving the 

conference.  All four ladies being past presidents with 

Roberta also being a Past Department President. 

What a wealth of knowledge and experience to have 

amongst us.  Our programs and the dedicated work 

of our program chairpersons were recognized at the 

conference with monetary awards presented by the 

Department as follows :               1st ( Youth, Veterans 

and Family Support, Historian and Membership) 

2nd (Leadership/Mentoring, Community Outreach, 

Legislation, Hospital, Buddy Poppy and Scholarship) 

and 3rd (Americanism). We were also recognized as 

being the Largest Auxiliary in the Nation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



A special congratulations to Kitty Cole and Ellen 

Reilly for their work on our Buddy Poppy display 

that won first place in its category and will be 

forwarded to the National Convention in Kansas City 

in mid July.  Congrats again.....what a beautiful 

wreath. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I write this article one word seems to keep coming 

up, a reoccurring theme. That is the word FIRST.  

This seems to be the best way to describe our 

Auxiliary and how it operates. F.I.R.S.T in the First 

State. F - for (Family) We along with our post 

counterparts are one family.  I - for (Involvement) No 

matter how big or small your involvement is, it will 

be appreciated.  R -  for (Respect) Respect for 

ourselves and one another, our veterans, our country 

and our flag  S - for (Service) Service to our veterans 

and our community  T - for (Teamwork) We operate 

as a team and not individuals to achieve our goals. 

Having these virtues has made us a strong and 

successful Auxiliary and will continue to serve us 

well.  It is encouraging to see new members 

participate and offer some fresh new ideas. As we 

start the new Auxiliary year I look forward to the 

enthusiasm that is building.  If you are a new 

member or one that has been apprehensive, get 

involved / volunteer. No matter how insignificant you 

think an idea or opinion is, it matters and 

contributes.   Get involved in our programs, find ones 

that interest you.  Consider chairing a program.  You 

may feel apprehensive about doing so at first but as 

you learn more you will become comfortable and 

more confident about doing so.  We have a great 

mentoring program in Carol Weber, ask questions 

and consider holding an elected office. Each member 

has an equal and vested interest in our Auxiliary.  We 

are only as great as its members make it.  I look 

forward to the upcoming year with excitement and 

working with our elected officers and members to 

build on our past accomplishments and our future 

endeavors.  I look forward to working with Post 

Commander John Gossart to continue building and 

strengthen the partnership we have with our Post 

counterparts. I am sure that it will be another highly 

successful year for our Auxiliary. Come join us at our 

monthly meeting held at 7 pm at the post on the first 

Monday of the month.  Our July meeting will be held 

on the 11th of July due to the 4th Holiday. July will 

continue to be a busy month at the post with many 

new activities in addition to our normal weekly 

scheduled events.  The door will continue to be 

monitored to ensure compliance and provide a great 

place for our members to enjoy.  Remember 

volunteers provide the services we all enjoy....be kind, 

be polite, be courteous, and be patient.  Come out to 

the Post and enjoy yourself.  Celebrate the 4th with 

your family and friends, both at home and here at the 

Post.  No matter how or where you celebrate the 4th  

enjoy, be safe, but let us all remember that without 

men and women who were willingly to sacrifice their 

lives, we would have no 4th Holiday to celebrate.  Let 

all of us thank our veterans and truly appreciate 

what our independence and freedom mean as well as 

the cost to achieve it. 

 

Until next time, 

 

Dale Weese Jr.                                                                                                                       

President                                                                                                                                      

 (443) 324-1244 

 

 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOTES 

 

Greetings members, 

 

We are now approaching the middle of the summer 

season. The commander has 

put some new programs in 

place, and they all are being 

accomplished. We've added 

new members; Post and 

Auxiliary. He's asked for new 

volunteers for the various 

positions   (kitchen, 

landscape, small building 

and maintenance.  Cashiers 

are also needed   for, 

breakfasts, hamburger and 

hot dogs, on Sunday 

afternoon.). Just about anything going on at the post 

could use more volunteers. Only a couple of hrs 

training is needed. Stop by if interested and ask to see 

one of the officers, or the Canteen Manager 

(Mark). We are very proud of the fact our memorial 

is moving along, we're hoping to have it completed by 

Nov. 11, Veterans Day. We're still accepting 



applications for installation of bricks. What a 

wonderful tribute to your loved one. Something that 

will stand the length of time. Oh, by the way our 

Auxiliary and post officers designed the layout for 

the monument. We‟re very proud of that. I failed to 

mention Thursday crab nite has started, and 

everyone seemed pleased. We have had our elections. 

Some of us have been re elected, and some new 

officers have been added.  Also, I need to thank 2 of 

our most distinguished comrades who have decided 

to retire after many years of service; Our 

distinguished quartermaster, William Hensley with 8 

years of service.  Many a morning you could find 

him working from 6 am til 5 or 6 pm.  How can we 

not notice Dean Levering a 3 time past commander, 

member of the BOD. There wasn't a time you could 

walk in the Post and find him doing something; 

working with new members, painting, 

landscaping, or putting together raffles or arranging 

membership drives. Always ready to greet all and 

welcome them to our post. These two giants will 

surely be missed. But don‟t fret; they've said they will 

still be around to help. They have the past 

experiences, and we will put that to great use.  So, as 

you can see the Post and Auxiliary are doing 

fine.  Oops, almost forgot, a congratulations is due to 

the Auxiliary, they've elected a new President, 

another first for the Post.     Dale Weese. Congrats, 

and well done!!                                                       

 

Signing off, 

 

Chairman of the Board 

Jim Jensen  

 

CHAPLAINS’ CORNER 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the families who 

have lost loved ones.  Eternal rest grant unto them O‟ 

Lord, may the perpetual light shine upon them, and 

may they rest in peace.  Amen.      

 

Gregory A. Tavano 

Frank M. Kricker 

 

 

 

Please call John Mitchell at 302-

381-9934 for the VFW or Theo Loppatto at 302-537-

5661 for the Auxiliary, if a member is sick or has 

passed away. 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE OFFICER OUTREACH 

 

Veterans have a lot of questions about 

Community Care through the VA. Veterans may 

be eligible for care through a provider in their 

local community depending on their health care 

needs or circumstances, 

and if they meet 

specific eligibility 

criteria. Even if a 

Veteran is eligible for 

community care, they 

generally still have the 

option to receive care 

from a VA medical 

facility. In most 

cases, Veterans must 

receive approval from 

VA before receiving care from a community 

provider to avoid being billed for the care. VA 

staff members generally make all eligibility 

determinations for community care. Veterans 

must either be enrolled in VA health care or be 

eligible for VA care without needing to enroll to 

be eligible for community care. Eligibility for 

community care will continue to be dependent 

upon a Veteran‟s individual health care needs or 

circumstances. There are six criteria that can 

qualify a Veteran to receive community care. 

Veterans only need to meet one of these to be 

eligible. 

1. Veteran needs a service not available at a VA 

facility. 2. Veteran lives in a State or Territory 

without a full-service VA Medical Facility. 3. 

Veteran qualifies under the “Grandfather” 

Provision related to distance for Veteran Choice 

Program. Since Wilmington is a lot more than 40 

miles away, this is the exception for most of us. 

However, since this cost the VA more, they 

usually don‟t mention it. You usually have to ask 

for Community care. 4. VA cannot provide care 

within certain designated access standard. For 

example, the VA can‟t schedule you an 

appointment within 20 days for primary care or 

28 days for specialty care. 5. It is in the Veteran‟s 

best medical interest. In this situation, a Veteran 

may be referred to a community provider when 

the Veteran and the referring clinician agree that 

it is in the best medical interest to see a 

community provider.  6. A VA Service Line Does 

Not Meet Certain Quality Standards. In this 



scenario, if VA has identified a medical service 

line is not meeting VA‟s standards for quality 

based on specific conditions, Veterans can elect 

to receive care from a community provider 

under certain limitations. For example, if VA has 

identified that the cardiology service line at a 

local VA medical facility is not providing care 

that meets VA‟s standards for quality, the 

Veteran may be able to elect to receive your 

cardiology care in the community. However, 

there may be limits on when, where, and what is 

available under this criterion.  Sometimes, it‟s 

faster to go to the VA hospital in Wilmington. 

You can then submit an online voucher for your 

travel. The Georgetown CBOC also has a daily 

bus that goes to and from Wilmington. 

NEW CBOC COMING TO SUSSEX COUNTY! 

I have confirmed that the County is getting a 

new Community Based Outpatient Clinic, 

supposedly in 2-3 years and allegedly in 

Georgetown.  

New VA Insurance Program Coming 

In January 2023, VA will launch a new program 

offering, Veterans Affairs Life Insurance 

(VALife), which provides guaranteed acceptance 

whole-life insurance coverage to Veterans ages 80 

and under with any level of service-connected 

disability. Although, some Veterans aged 81 and 

older may also be eligible. 

 
In Comradeship, 

H. Rich Fales, Post Service Officer 

Cell: (301) 325-3813 

Email: Smokey1st@netzero 

 

HONOR GUARD NEWS 

 

I recently spoke to Don and Pat Golis who have 

experienced some health 

issues recently. After more 

than 25 years as a member of 

the VFW Post 7234 Honor 

Guard, Korean Veteran Don 

Golis, 89 is considering 

retiring from active service in 

the Honor Guard. For the 

past 10 years, Don has been 

the Honor Guard bugler. 

Over the years he has 

participated in hundreds of 

services and community 

events. Thank you, Comrade 

Don Golis, for your many years of service. As of now, 

he is on injured reserves. 

 
During June, the Honor Guard participated in 3 

funeral services all held at the Veterans Cemetery. 

On June 8
th

, our Post officers and 10 members of the 

Honor Guard participated in service for Comrade 

Juan Washington, Sr., an Air Force veteran from 

Wilmington. Washington was interred at the 

Georgetown Veterans cemetery with his late father. 

Rest in Peace Comrade Washington! 

On June 16
th

, again at the Veterans cemetery, Post 

Officers and 10 Honor Guard members participated 

in 2 funeral services.  

Comrades Harry May, US Army retired MSG and 

Vietnam veteran and John Lyons, US Army Korean 

veteran were given a final farewell with our 

traditional Officer service and “Volley and Taps”. 

Rest in Peace, Comrades Harry May and John 

Lyons! 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

Honor Guard, especially our younger members, 

please contact me: 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Captain of the Honor Guard 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

Or: 

Mike Schiffer 

Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard 

Rschiffer0@gmail.com 
 

*The purpose of the Honor Guard is to provide 

funeral honors for our fallen comrades and guard 

national monuments. An Honor Guard may also 

serve as the „guardians of the colors‟ “‟by displacing 

and escorting the national flag on ceremonial 

occasions at official functions.”  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MDIuNTg3OTYyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5iZW5lZml0cy52YS5nb3YvaW5zdXJhbmNlL3ZhbGlmZS5hc3AifQ.koD643J9G2QjzYUNDZO9IkjPXM-IuWdD-ffPP2SdzOI/s/667509367/br/132293433345-l
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CANTEEN CORNER 

 

Summer is here, and so are the crowds. It is good to 

see all our members supporting the Post. Everyday 

has been extremely busy and thank goodness for our 

volunteers who make our nightly functions possible. 

Please remember to thank them. Cheese steak Night 

has become one of the busiest nights. Please 

remember that everyone working that night are 

volunteers. John, Bill, and Larry spend the entire 

evening standing over the hot grill chopping steaks. 

In one evening they will make 130+ sandwich in a 2 

hour period.  

Yes you might have to wait a little while, but you will 

wait a lot longer if 130 people walked into another 

building at the same time. Bottom line is come in 

order your sandwich, get a drink, and relax and 

enjoy the Post. 

Thursday Night Crab Night is back at the Post. If the 

first two weeks are any indication people are thrilled. 

We have found a new Crab Supplier, Rippon Seafood 

in OC. Orders must be called in by 2pm on 

Wednesday. Please do not wait til Wednesday to 

order your Crabs. I give our supplier a count on 

Monday &Tuesday night on how many orders so far. 

This helps him to order from his supplier, so we can 

get Crabs. If everybody ordered on Wednesday we 

might have a problem. Bottom line, ORDER EARLY. 

We will have our 4
th

 of July Picnic on Sunday 7/3 

from 4-6pm. This will be an AYCE event for $10. The 

menu will have Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Pulled Pork 

BBQ, Baked Beans, Corn on the Cob, Potato Salad, 

and Cole Slaw. 

Come spend your Sunday at the Post. 

On Saturday the 16
th

 we will have a Mid Summer 

Celebration. On the Edge will be playing that, and if 

have seen them before you know what kind of crowd 

we will get. We will have and AYCE Buffet for $15. 

The Buffet will be a Prime Rib Carving Station, 

Baked Fish, Chicken Piccata, Red Roasted Potatoes, 

Mixed Vegetables, and a Tossed Salad. Please come 

early and get a seat and enjoy the buffet, and then 

dance the night away 

Please remember those in our community who need 

our help. Items for the Food Bank can be left in the 

Lobby anytime the Post is open.  

 

See you at the Post 

Mark 

VFW GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 

 VFW Golf   Association    members    play    golf    

each Tuesday at the Salt  Pond Golf  Course.  

Register for play by sending an email 

to vfwgolf7234@gmail.com NLT noon on the Monday 

before the date of play.  Showup    at    7:30    a.m.  

for    8:00    a.m.    tee    time.        Remember    all    

are    welcome!!!    If    you        are       thinking      

about        joining        the       Golf        Association,    

please  contact      our       President,        Ken    

Smith,    at  267-228-7285 

or  madriverken1946@gmail.com for    more  

 information. 

Ed Pike 

 

THOUGHTS ON  

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

 
July 4, Independence Day, is fast approaching. We‟re 

seeing and hearing more announcements and plans 

for patriotic celebrations with parades, fireworks, 

music programs and other events large and small. 

This year marks the 246
th

 anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence of the original 13 states 

from Great Britain, so July 4th 

is sometimes called the birthday 

of the United States. A great 

reason to celebrate, as John 

Adams predicted in 1776. 

In a letter to his wife Abigail 

that year, he said that future 

generations of Americans would 

celebrate Independence Day 

“with Pomp and Parades, with 

Shows, Games, Sports, guns, 

Bells, Bonfires and 

Illuminations, from one end of this Continent to the 

other, from this time forward forever more.”  John 

Adams didn‟t mention food and didn‟t know about 

our celebrations with cookouts or enjoying the day 

with ice cream and fries on the Bethany Beach 

boardwalk, but I think he and Abigail would join 

right in.  

The first celebration took place on July 8, 1776, in 

Philadelphia. It featured a public reading of the 

Declaration of Independence, which some say was 

announced by the ringing of the Liberty Bell. 

Appropriately, the bell is inscribed with a timeless 

message from the Bible: “Proclaim Liberty 

throughout the Land Unto All the Inhabitants 

thereof.”  

We can only imagine the impact of the surprising and 

inspiring words of the Declaration when read or 

heard for the first time in 1776, when kings and 

emperors had long ruled the world. You can read it 

through, as some do every Independence Day, to get a 

sense of that time in our history. But for now, just 

think about the powerful effect of the fundamental 

principles in the opening statement: 

mailto:vfwgpolf7234@gmail.com
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We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal; that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights; that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness 

[and] that to secure these rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed.  

The 56 representatives of the new states in the 

Continental Congress who voted for the Declaration 

knew that it was not a self-fulfilling document. 

Independence had to be won with limited military 

resources against the professional army and navy of 

the most powerful empire in the world. John Adams 

predicted a cost in “toil, blood and treasure.”  There 

was also a sizable part of the population that was still 

loyal to King George III and wanted to remain in the 

British Empire.  

Despite all this and the enormous personal risk 

involved, the representatives assembled, “appealing 

to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude 

of [their] intentions,” and “in the Name, and by the 

Authority of the good people of these Colonies,” 

solemnly declared our independence. And then, in 

unified commitment, they provided “for the support 

of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 

protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge 

to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred 

Honor.” There are 56 profiles-in-courage stories in 

this historic event.  

There was indeed a high price to pay for our 

independence. The exact number of casualties during 

the war from 1775 to the surrender of the British 

army in Yorktown, VA in 1781 is unknown. However, 

it has been estimated that approximately 6,800 

Americans were killed in battle and at least 17,000 

died from diseases such as smallpox and from other 

causes. Estimates of the number of wounded are as 

high as 25,000. To put these numbers in perspective, 

the population of the new United States in 1776 was 

about 2.5 million. Our population today is over 320 

million.  

We live in freedom today because of the sacrifices of 

those early patriots, as well as all those who have 

protected our nation since then. And we continue to 

be inspired and guided by the aspirational principles 

in the Declaration of Independence. It‟s in our 

national DNA. So, while we enjoy the parades, 

cookouts, fireworks, music events and other fun 

activities with family and friends on the July 4
th

 

weekend, we should also remember those patriots 

who declared and won our independence, grateful for 

their faith, resolve and courage. Because of them and 

the blessings of Divine Providence, we can celebrate 

July 4 and every day in a free and independent 

United States of America. Some call it a miracle. I 

wouldn‟t disagree. 

 

Happy Independence Day 

Jerry Hardiman 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
Our Canteen Rules and Regulations for All Members 

and Guests state under GENERAL RULES: 

“Firearms/weapons, as defined by Delaware State 

Law (DE Code Title 11, Section 222General 

Definition) are prohibited on Post property; 

Exceptions are made for active law enforcement 

personnel, military personnel on duty, and Post 

Honor Guard on duty.” 

Even if you have a license to carry a firearm (open or 

concealed permit) you may not be armed on Post 

property according to our Rules and Regulations. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Commander 

 

 

 



 

   
Donation: $100.00 per brick (100% Tax Deductible)  

  BRICK SIZE 4X8 

Make Checks payable to: VFW Post 7234 

Please print form, fill out completely and mail form along with a check to the above address or drop by 

Bar at Post 

You may provide up to three lines of inscription.  The top line may say “In honor of” or “In memory of” if you 

choose.  Military Branch, Ranks, etc. are permitted. 

Each paver may contain up to three (3) lines with 18 characters per line (lines will be centered) (select emblem 

or no emblem). Spaces & Punctuation such as dashes or commas are counted as a character.  VFW7234 

reserves the right in its sole discretion to deny any application and return the paver donation.  Questions can be 

directed to John Mitchell at sadpearl@mediacombb.net  302-381-9934 or John Gossart at  

judge800@yahoo.com 240-304-8183.  

      
 

I would like my inscription to read:  (18 characters per line only) 

 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone ________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL _______________________________________________ 

VFW Post 7234 
75th Anniversary Campaign 
29265 Marshy Hope Way 
Ocean View, De 19970 

 

mailto:sadpearl@mediacombb.net
mailto:judge800@yahoo.com


LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Commander  John Gossart Jr. 

Sr. Vice Cmdr           James Jensen 

Jr. Vice Cmdr           Ken Weber 

Quartermaster          Bill Healy 

Adjutant  Fulton Loppatto 

Chaplain  John Mitchell 

Judge Advocate Sharon Ruest 

Surgeon  Richard Wagner 

Officer of the Day Chuck Guido 

Guard   Rob Gill 

Service Officer Rich Fales 

Honor Guard Capt John Gossart Jr. 

Trustee  Danny Steele 

Trustee  Robert Criswell  

Trustee  Skip Coale 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman  James Jensen 

President  John Gossart Jr. 

Vice President Rob Gill 

Treasurer  Bill Healy 

Secretary  Ken Weber 

Board Member Sharon Ruest 

Board Member Fulton Loppatto 

Board Member Ed Wolfe 

Board Member John Mitchell 

Board Member Rick Delaney 

Board Member Tony Adams 

 

AUXILIARY TEAM 
President  Dale Weese 

Sr Vice Pres  Karen Ware 

Jr Vice Pres  Carol Weber 

Secretary  Ty Magliola 

Treasurer  Roberta Walter 

Chaplain  Theo Loppatto 

Guard   Shirley Stong 

Conductress  Kathy Schmon 

Patriotic Ins  Peg Atkins 

Trustee  Connie Weber 

Trustee  Debbie Vischer-Jensen 

Trustee  Debra Craven 

 

 

For the Latest Updates and News 

Please send your email to 

vfwpost7234@gmail.com 

 

Member in Need of Assistance 

Please call: 

John Gossart Jr. 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Member Sick or Deceased 

Please call:  

For VFW – John Mitchell 302-381-9934 

For Aux – Theo Loppatto 302-537-5661 

 

Assistance with VA claims or benefits 

Please call:  

Rich Fales (301)325-3813 or email me at 

Smokey1st@netzero.net    

  

 

                       FOOD BANK 

Please continue to drop off food items at 

the entry way. We continue to support 

our local families in need. Thank you for 

your donations. 

VFW POST 7234 HONOR GUARD 

TO BECOME A MEMBER, PLEASE 

CONTACT JOHN GOSSART 

240-304-8183 
              

            Veteran Claims Assistance 
 

Our state Veterans Service Officer comes to our 

Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of every month at 

1:30PM; to make an appointment you can 

contact him at david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-

994-2511 ext 7586        

mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Smokey1st@netzero.net
mailto:david.hilliard@va.gov

