
 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMANDER’S CORNER 
 

I hope that all of you had a wonderful Christmas, 

Hanukkah and holiday with your families and 

friends. I hope 

your New 

Year‟s 

celebration 

was special 

and safe. If 

you were at the 

Post for New 

Year‟s Eve, I 

know you had 

a fun time. 

Thanks to 

Canteen Manager Mark Daughaday for a great 

event. I am excited about the coming year and the 

things we have planned for our Post. 

The Post looked great with its Christmas and holiday 

tree and decorations. Many thanks to Bobby (the 

bartender) Malatz for doing all the decorating. And 

thanks so much for your generosity for our food 

bank. Our lobby was overflowing with food 

donations. 

 

This past month was a busy month for our Post with 

a number of plant improvements. Thanks to Pro 

Works, the Reilly brothers and Board member John 

Hickman, we now have led lights throughout the Post 

(upstairs and downstairs. “let there be light”). It 

looks great. We also filled a dumpster as we cleaned 

out the Post, the Post garage and attic and sheds. 

Thanks to the Honor Guard, the Auxiliary and Post 

volunteers. We continue to make improvements at the 

Post and are grateful to our volunteers. This coming 

month we hope to paint the Honor Guard room and 

put down a new floor. We also will improve our 

library area with a new and improved bookshelf 

area. And speaking of our library, I need your help! 

When you bring in books make sure they are in good 

condition…please no magazines…and try to keep the 

area neat and orderly. The Post appreciates your 

cooperation and assistance. 

At our December Post meeting both the VFW and 

Auxiliary each presented a check for $500 to Santa‟s 

Letters Inc., a local organization founded by veteran 

Sean Malone and his wife Kristina (Kristina‟s 

Kitchen). Santa‟s Letters provides holiday assistance 

to those in need. Veteran discounts are offered by 

those businesses that support Santa‟s Letters. 
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A Santa‟s breakfast was sponsored and held at the 

Post on December 11
th

 with many children and 

parents in attendance. Santa made a surprise visit! 

(Thank you Ty Magliola).  A fun time was had by all. 

The Post Board of Directors also held its annual staff 

dinner and party to say thank you to those to work at 

the Post. 

 

 

 
Interested in weekly shuffleboard? The shuffleboard 

gang meets at the Post every Tuesday at noon for 

competition, lunch, and friendship. See member Jean 

McGee for information about joining. 

Hooray! The Post has a “Notary” again. Thanks to 

Phyllis Scully our VFW member who has volunteered 

her services. Phyllis is a retired DE States Attorney. 

She will be available at the Post the 2
nd

and 

4
th

Thursday of every month from 2PM until 5PM.In 

addition to assisting you with your notary needs, 

Phyllis can provide guidance on basic legal 

information and how to navigate the legal system. 

Phyllis will NOT provide legal advice. You may 

contact Phyllis at prscully@comcast.net 

Remember DE Veteran Service officer is at the Post 

the 2
nd

 Thursday of each month at 1:30PM. Please 

make an appointment. Last month he was very busy 

at the Post. His contact information is 

david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-994-2511 ext. 7586. 

Also, remember Rich Fales is our Post Service Officer 

and can provide you with a great deal of information 

on VA navigation and most recently the PACT Act. 

Rich is available at Smokey1st@netzero.net  or 301-

325-3813 

I have been asked by a number of people if our 

memorial bricks are still available. The answer is 

YES but we ask you please get your applications 

immediately if you hope to have your brick in place 

for our dedication.  

Key cards to enter the Post are again available for 

purchase. The cost is $15. Applications are available 

at the Membership Center kiosk located to the left on 

the wall as you enter the Post. 

SALUTE THE FLAG Every Wednesday at 8:30AM 

on the Bethany Beach boardwalk at the flagpole, Post 

member Bill Murphy founder of “We the People” 

leads a group of citizens in the Pledge of Allegiance, 

the singing of God Bless America, and the Lord‟s 

Prayer to celebrate patriotism and the American flag 

and as a tribute to our military, law enforcement and 

first responders who serve and protect. All are 

welcome to come and participate. 

ELECTIONS ARE COMING!  At our monthly Post 

meeting in March nominations will be received for 

the coming year for Commander, Sr Vice 

Commander, Jr Vice Commander, Quartermaster, 

Chaplain, and Trustee. If you are considering a 

position of leadership, please speak with one of our 

officers and have your name place in nomination. 

Other positions of leadership are appointed by the 

Commander and include: Adjutant, Judge Advocate, 

Surgeon, Officer of the Day, Sergeant at Arms and 

Captain of the Honor Guard.  

At our monthly Post meeting in April nominations 

will be received for several Board of Directors seats 

which will become vacant. I will be sending out a 

detailed email to you next week about the elections. 

Please consider stepping up. 

This has been an outstanding year for our Post. We 

have and continue to improve our service, care and 

concern for our veterans and their families, and Post 

members and the community at large. Our Post is 

vibrant and a place to come be with fellow veterans 

and friends.  I am most grateful to all of you and to 
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all those who volunteer your time and talent. I am 

proud to be your Commander and I thank you for 

the trust and confidence you have placed in me. God 

Bless you and your families in the New Year. 

 

God Bless our soldiers and families and our VFW 

Post 7234. 

 

John 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Commander 

VFW Post 7234 

 

2022-23 COMMANDER’S GOALS 

 

As Post Commander, I have set these goals for the 

coming year. With your help and support, we can 

move forward with these goals and continue to make 

our Post a better “home” for our veterans and 

members. 

1. Increase VFW membership attendance at our 

monthly meeting. 

2. Increase VFW member participation in the 

decision-making process for our Post. 

3. Make members more responsible for their 

Post by attending meeting and voting on 

proposals. 

4. Increase VFW membership by recruiting 

younger members from the Iraq and 

Afghanistan era. 

5. Create a “Bring A Member and Friend” 

Program. 

6. Establish a “Volunteer Interest Program” to 

increase our volunteers and their 

participation. 

7. Establish a “Welcome Orientation Program” 

to welcome new VFW, Auxiliary and Mason 

Dixon members. Our new members will learn 

about our Post, it‟s mission, veterans‟ services 

and programs, our community outreach, the 

Honor Guard, volunteer programs, as well as 

our social events, and our bar and kitchen 

activities and hours of operation. 

8. Establish a “Volunteer Orientation Program” 

for new volunteers 

9. Establish a “Talk to the Commander and 

Post Officers Program” to be scheduled 

bimonthly (every two months) …to improve      

communications, to ask questions, raise 

issues, make suggestions, etc.. 

10. Establish Educational Seminars at the Post 

for interested veterans to learn about and 

understand veteran resources and benefits. 

This will include meeting with our Service 

Officer and invited experts. 

11. Create a “Help A Veteran Program” to 

provide veteran assistance with 

transportation, repair person assistance, 

visitation, etc.. 

12. Implement a special Fund Drive Program for 

worthy causes to include the National Home 

For Children. 

13. Create and establish a “Preventative 

Maintenance Protocol Program” for our post 

building and equipment. 

14. Enhance and improve our lobby entrance. 

Create a digital memorial to replace our 

memorial plaques. 

15. Establish a program to capture our member 

hours of service to our Post, community, 

church, for recognition and reporting to the 

state and national VFW. 

16. Create more social programs for our veterans 

and members at the Post to include cards, 

scrabble, board games, etc.. 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 

   I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a 

blessed New Year.   As we celebrated the holidays 

with our family and 

friends I hope all took 

time to pause and 

remember those 

Veterans who were 

unable to share the 

holidays with theirs.  

December was a busy 

month with activities at 

the post, outside the 

post, and preparing for 

the holidays.  Although 

everyone was quite 

busy with their 

personal lives we were 

still able to make time to serve our community, 

remember, and honor our Veterans. 

 Members of our 

Auxiliary took time out 

to participate in 

Wreaths across 

America at the 

Veterans Memorial 

Cemetery in Millsboro. 

This ensured that every 

Veteran had a Wreath 

for the Holidays. 

 

 

 



   One of our events in December was breakfast with 

Santa held on December 11th.  This started with the 

shopping of gifts, volunteers coming together to wrap 

them, planning of event and set up the day of the 

event.  This was a huge success in which we hosted 26 

families consisting of 48 children.  A wonderful 

breakfast was served thanks to John Frye, Pops, Doc, 

Jerry and Mike, who selflessly volunteered their time 

to cook breakfast.  Thank You very much guys. 

  
After breakfast the children were read The Night 

Before Christmas by Theo Loppatto and Sue Clark 

before a visit by Santa and Mrs. Claus.  Santa and 

Mrs. Claus, our own Ty Magliola and his wife, took 

pictures with and presented a gift to each and every 

child. 

 Lori Showalter, AKA Balloon Lady, did another 

fantastic job providing Christmas themed balloon 

sculptures for the event as well as a balloon snowman 

for each and every child.  As you can tell numerous 

people provided there time to make this event 

happen.  The list is too large to name, just take a look 

at the group picture....and this is not everyone who 

had a part in this, but we sincerely thank everyone 

for their contribution.  Whether it was planning, 

shopping, wrapping, set up, event day execution, or 

cleanup; it is appreciated. It was even great having 

some of our Post Officers, Commander Gossart, Sr. 

Vice Jim Jensen , and District Commander and Post 

Adjutant Fulton Loppatto participate in the event.  A 

thank you also goes out to those individual post and 

Auxiliary members, our Auxiliary, as well as our 

VFW Post itself for their financial contribution for 

this event. 

 Shirley Stong delivered 35 lap blankets in December 

that were made by members of the Auxiliary, friends, 

or family members.  22 Lap blankets were delivered 

to the Home of The Brave, 6 to the VA Hospital Red 

Wing Dementia Unit, and 7 were donated to the 

Cheers Center for home bound members.  At our 

December meeting our Auxiliary and the post each 

presented checks of $500 to Santa's Letters Inc.  Our 

Auxiliary also donated $500 each to Home of the 

Brave I & II. 

   As we enter the New Year we look to continue 

moving forward, improving on our success and 

identifying any short comings we may have as an 

organization, to make us stronger and continue to 

serve our Veterans in an efficient manner.   I look 

forward to building on the partnership that we have 

with our post comrades.  A New Year provides us 

with a chance for a new verse, a new chapter ....or 

just the same old story. Ultimately we write it, the 

choice is ours. 

   Over the past couple meetings we spoke about 

interest in the Investigation Committee for new 

applicants.  At our last monthly meeting Karen 

Vitsorek, who previously done our investigations for 

about the past 10 years, provided an overview of this 

committee and what is entailed with the investigation 

of applications.  I thank Karen for her past service in 

this area as well as her overview presentation and 

sharing her knowledge with me and Auxiliary 

members.  It is nice to have this type of resource.  I 

am planning a class of instruction for those interested 



in the Investigative Committee to be held towards the 

end of January.  This will provide a more detailed 

look into the Investigation of Applications with 

examples and questions and answers.  Once a date 

has been cleared with the post an email will be sent 

out.  For those interested please email me at 

Aux7234.de@gmail.com with interest in this so I can 

compile a list and be sure you are notified of the date 

and time. 

  I would like to thank the Chairs of our committees 

for their hard work this past year.  As we will be 

approaching our end of year for committees in the 

next couple of months, I remind our chairs to please 

submit their reports to respective Department 

Chairs.  Please keep totals for your end of year 

report. 

   As our membership numbers grow it is refreshing 

to see new faces at our monthly meetings.  I remind 

everyone that our monthly meetings are the first 

Monday of the month at 7:00 pm at the post.  Come 

out, see what is going on and get involved.  It this 

blend of our experienced members with our new 

members and the free flow of ideas blended together 

that makes our Auxiliary great and will keep it 

moving forward.  Remember we are all here for one 

common purpose, to serve our Veterans.  No one does 

more.   

"The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, 

not on fighting the old, but on building the new." 

    * Socrates * 

 

Until later, 

Dale Weese, Jr 

President #7234 Auxiliary 

(443) 324-1244 

Aux7234.de@gmail.com 
          

BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOTES 
 

Greetings Comrades, Auxiliary, Post Members, 
 

      The year 2022 is coming to an end. We've had 

our share of the hard 

times, and the good 

times. Mostly, the good 

times. I've always been told 

you have to work to make 

the best of what you‟ve 

been given. And we 

certainly have. After the 

previous covid year 

slowed us down, we started 

out with our right foot 

forward. The Commander 

set in place several goals that he felt the post 

needed to achieve.  First and foremost was to get 

the monthly post meeting attendance up to 

acceptance. And we did. Monthly meetings were 

mostly counting in the mid 20's now we count on 

mid to high 40's.  Are 50‟s reachable?  By the 

next spring we will see. Second, most important 

goal was to reach out for more volunteers. Well, 

we had two volunteer orientations and in the 

process of doing a third. As of this last gathering 

we've had a total of 80 potential volunteers, with 

more to come. All, in keeping with helping our 

veterans. The third most important goal was to 

have our post membership grow. In doing this we 

are now the largest post membership in 

Delaware. In fact our Auxiliary stands as the 

largest in the country. These are only a few of 

the goals set by our Commander.  More are 

being reached; like our new veteran memorial, 

our memorial bricks to honor the veterans, and 

the help a veteran program. Anything we do or 

achieve has everything to with what we stand for 

and that is the veteran and his or her family. All 

our goals start and end with this mind. So, for 

those of you who are new members, sign 

up, volunteer, and help the post. As I like to say 

our post 7234 is second to none.                               
            

Jim Jensen  

Sr. Vice Commander   

BOD Chairman                            
 

 
      Jim placing wreath at Mother‟s Grave 



CHAPLAINS’ CORNER 
 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the families who 

have lost loved ones.  Eternal rest grant unto them O‟ 

Lord, may the perpetual light shine upon them, and 

may they rest in peace.  Amen.      

 

Randy Comstock 

 

 

 

 
 

Please call John Mitchell at 302-381-9934 for the 

VFW or Theo Loppatto at 302-537-5661 for the 

Auxiliary, if a member is sick or has passed away. 
 

SERVICE OFFICER OUTREACH 
 

Retired VA Phone Number 

A retired VA phone number may be putting 

Veterans' information at risk.  The Department of 

Veterans Affairs established 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-

698-2411) in 2020 to help Veterans, their family 

members, caregivers, and survivors understand and 

access the broad spectrum of VA benefits and 

services.VA's previous information number, 1-844-

MyVA311, was retired at that time. Since that 

transition, 1-844-MyVA311 has been repurposed by a 

non-federal entity claiming to be a medical 

equipment provider. Veterans may try to call VA 

using the 1-844-MyVA311 number and 

unintentionally divulge personal information. 

It is imperative that Veterans are informed that 1-

800-MyVA411 is the appropriate number to call for 

information regarding: 

 COVID-19 updates 

 Health care eligibility and enrollment 

 VA benefits, such as disability, compensation 

and pension, education programs, caregiver 

support, insurance, home loans, and burial 

headstones and markers among others 

 The nearest VA medical centers, benefits 

offices or cemeteries to Veterans, VA Medical 

Center operational updates and connection to 

VA Medical Center operators 

 Directory assistance and technical support 

for www.VA.gov 

 Debt and payment options 

 

Applying for Medical Debt Relief-A 

Simplified Process for Veterans 

Veterans can now apply online for medical debt relief 

via the new online debt access 

webpage: https://www.va.gov/manage-va-debt/. 

 Veterans may also continue to apply for medical 

debt relief either through a Facility Revenue Office 

or by calling the Health Resource Center 

(HRC).Objective income threshold criteria are now 

being used for the processing and consideration of 

debt relief, and supplemental documents to support 

requests are no longer be recommended for 

submission of applications. Materials can be used in 

the field to inform Veterans about this simplified and 

streamlined application process! Check out the VA 

News story. Find out more on Comm Site. For 

questions, contact Alysse Mengason at 801-258-1656. 

 

Tele Urgent Care 

Tele Urgent Care/Tele ED is operating 7am-

11pm/365 days/year; 1-833-TELE-URGENT or press 

3 on the phone tree to be connected to an RN to 

request Tele Urgent Care! In case of an emergency 

dial 911. 

 

Clinical Contact Center 

If you need to schedule, cancel or reschedule a 

primary care or specialty care appointment, call 800-

461-8262 and press 2. Our friendly medical support 

assistants are available 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. ET Monday-

Friday including weekends and holidays to assist you. 

 

VA Benefit Payment Rates Increase 

The Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA) for VA 

disability compensation benefits programs became 

effective on December 1, 2022. The 8.7% COLA 

increase is for the calendar year 2023. 

Veterans and beneficiaries receiving VA disability 

compensation will notice an increase in their monthly 

payments, starting January 1, 2023. This annual 

increase impacts disability benefits, clothing 

allowance, Dependency and Indemnity 

Compensation (DIC), as well as other VA assistance 

programs. If you do not see a difference in the 

amount, you should contact the VA regional office 

near you. To ask questions about applying for VA 

disability benefits or appealing a VA decision, reach 

out to a VA-accredited representative today.  

 

New AARP Veterans Support 

AARP in August launched a new digital newsletter, 

The AARP Veteran Report (aarp.org/VetReport). 

The newsletter and accompanying web pages post 

new articles every other Thursday. Check it out! 

 

AARP Military Caregiving Guide 

Caregiving is a challenge for anyone. Veterans have 

specific issues in getting access to help. This free 

guide (aarp.org/VetsCareGuide) connects veterans 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..qg-1i25HzEtihXvUWrMjHaGptOabRHiMc9KHCYrgNDY/s/756538092/br/149552254829-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMDUuNjc2OTEzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvbWFuYWdlLXZhLWRlYnQvIn0.NgMkr9gHUcyTBJ6Dl_wDvXqWo3lbv6082kNSIs14uc0/s/756538092/br/149552254829-l
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https://webmaila.netzero.net/webmail/new/21?folder=VFW%207234&msgNum=0000DfW0:001ZZXO600000nkp&count=1671725336&randid=1513572474&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=1&randid=1513572474
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjIuNjg2ODYxOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9jb21wZW5zYXRpb24tcmF0ZXMvdmV0ZXJhbi1yYXRlcy8ifQ.gLS49OOOApDBF7u542kIU6apM23PZOHTECXPrRkBTlU/s/667509367/br/151143833109-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjIuNjg2ODYxOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9jb21wZW5zYXRpb24tcmF0ZXMvdmV0ZXJhbi1yYXRlcy8ifQ.gLS49OOOApDBF7u542kIU6apM23PZOHTECXPrRkBTlU/s/667509367/br/151143833109-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjIuNjg2ODYxOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9jb21wZW5zYXRpb24tcmF0ZXMvdmV0ZXJhbi1yYXRlcy8ifQ.gLS49OOOApDBF7u542kIU6apM23PZOHTECXPrRkBTlU/s/667509367/br/151143833109-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjIuNjg2ODYxOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5iZW5lZml0cy52YS5nb3YvYmVuZWZpdHMvb2ZmaWNlcy5hc3AifQ.cQjZ4OzomaPwtfrp1m1PAIRScP_SxjM6NB9BjTi0rPE/s/667509367/br/151143833109-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjIuNjg2ODYxOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5iZW5lZml0cy52YS5nb3YvYmVuZWZpdHMvb2ZmaWNlcy5hc3AifQ.cQjZ4OzomaPwtfrp1m1PAIRScP_SxjM6NB9BjTi0rPE/s/667509367/br/151143833109-l
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resources that may not be available to other 

caregivers. 

 

In Comradeship, 

H. Rich Fales, Post Service Officer 

Cell: (301) 325-3813 

Email: Smokey1st@netzero 

 

HONOR GUARD NEWS 

 

December was a quite 

month for the Honor 

Guard with no funerals. 

However, we did stay busy 

with a number of 

activities. On December 9
th

 

at the Post, we celebrated 

Andy Kominiak‟s 90
th

 

birthday with a surprise 

birthday party at the Post. 

Andy‟s wife Rose, his 

daughters and sons threw 

this surprise party for him. 

10 members of the Honor Guard were in 

attendance. Andy continues to be an active 

rifleman in the Honor Guard! Happy Birthday, 

Andy! 

 

 
 

On December 10th, several Honor Guard 

members, along with several Post officers and 

members participated in the Wreaths Across 

America service at the Veterans Cemetery in 

Millsboro. 

And thanks to Honor Guard members Bougie 

Criswell. Mike Schiffer, Rob Gill, Hugh 

Spafford, Marty Striefler, and Chad Myers who 

help load up the dumpster during our “Spring” 

cleaning of the Post, garage, and garage attic this 

past month. 

 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

Honor Guard, especially our younger members, 

please contact me: 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Captain of the Honor Guard 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

Or: 

Mike Schiffer 

Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard 

Rschiffer0@gmail.com 

 

*The purpose of the Honor Guard is to provide 

funeral honors for our fallen comrades and guard 

national monuments. An Honor Guard may also 

serve as the „guardians of the colors‟ “‟by displacing 

and escorting the national flag on ceremonial 

occasions at official functions.”  
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CANTEEN CORNER 
It's hard to believe it is 2023 already. 2022 was a 

great year for the Post. As we start the year a lot of 

plans have already been made for the New Year. Our 

nightly activities will continue, our DJ's and Bands 

have been scheduled, and a lot of our special events 

are already on the calendar. We will be off to a strong 

start. Some of the special events you will want to put 

on your calendar are: 

 

- Sunday February 12th Super Flip 

5 and Superbowl Party 

- Friday March 17th St. Patrick's 

Day Party 

- Saturday April 8th Spring Bull & 

Oyster Roast 

 
On January15th we will have our Sunday Brunch. 

This is an AYCE event for $12 and features the 

normal Breakfast items, and a Roast Beef carving 

station and Steamed Shrimp. Brunch will be served 

from 9am – 12pm. 

Please take note of the later start time. 

Do you think you can cook Chili? If so, make up a 

batch and enter the Post's Chili cook off. The Chili 

cook off will be on Sunday 2/5 at 3pm. If cooking is 

not your thing, come and be a judge. It will cost $3pp 

to taste all the Chili's and vote for your favorite. 

What's better than eating Chili on a cold February 

Sunday. 

 

Please remember those in our community who need 

our help. Items for the Food Bank can be left in the 

Lobby anytime the Post is open.  

See you at the Post 

Mark 

VFW GOLF ASSOCIATION 
VFW Golf   Association    members    play    golf    

each Tuesday at 9 AM at the Salt Pond Golf Course.  

We will continue Tuesday golf weather permitting. 

However, no need to signup. Just show up and play 

with others that show up. Our regular golf season 

runs from April 1st to November 1st each year. Our 

next regular season event begins on Tuesday, April 4, 

2023.Remember all are Welcome! If    you        are      

 thinking      about        joining        the       Golf        

Association,    please contact      our       President,      

  Ken    Smith,    at 267-228-7285 

or madriverken1946@gmail.com for    more  

 information.        

 

Ed Pike 

A LITTLE ACT OF KINDNESS 
 

This month, I was going to write 

about why there was no figgy 

pudding on the Post menu 

during the Christmas holiday 

season again this year.  Those 

who were disappointed deserve 

to know.  But that report will 

have to wait. Instead, I want to 

share a story that someone sent 

Rosemary, a story of loss, grief, 

kindness and comfort. Some 

may have read or heard the story before, but it was 

news to me and well-worth retelling.  

 

A sad loss. According to the San Antonio Express-

News, when the Scrivner family‟s 14-year-old dog 

Abbey died, little 4-year old Meredith was so sad, she 

asked her mother if they could write to God and send 

a picture so that when Abbey got to heaven, God 

would recognize and take care of her. This was the 

letter: 

 

Dear God, 

Will you please take care of my dog Abbey?  She died 

yesterday and is with you in Heaven now. I miss her 

very much. I am happy you let me have her as my 

dog even though she got sick.  

I hope you will play with her. She likes to swim and 

chase balls. I am sending some pictures of her so 

when you see her you will know she is my dog and I 

really miss her. 

Love, 

Meredith 

 

Meredith and her mother then put the letter in an 

envelope with two pictures of Abbey and addressed 

the envelope “To God in Heaven.” They wrote their 

return address on it and put it in a mailbox.  

 

The reply. Soon after, a package wrapped in gold 

paper was left on the Scrivner‟s front porch 

addressed simply “To Meredith.” Inside was a book 

written by Mr. Rogers, entitled When a Dog Dies. 

The original envelope and Meredith‟s letter were also 

enclosed along with the pictures of their beloved pet. 

Tucked inside the book was this note: 

 

Dear Meredith: 

 Abbey arrived safely in Heaven. Having the 

pictures was a big help and I recognized her right 

away. 

 Abbey isn‟t sick anymore. Her spirit is here 

with me just like it stays in your heart. Abbey loved 

being your dog. Since we don‟t have bodies in 
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Heaven, I don‟t have any pockets to keep your 

pictures so I‟m sending them back to you in this little 

book for you to keep and have something to 

remember Abbey. 

 Thank you for the beautiful letter and thank 

your mother for helping you to write and sending it 

to me. What a wonderful mother you have. I picked 

her especially for you. I send you blessings every day 

and want you to know I love you very much. By the 

way, I‟m easy to find. I am wherever you are and 

where there is love.  

 

Love, God 

 

This wonderful act of kindness for a little girl by 

some very caring Postal Service employee or 

employees (we don‟t know who or how many) just 

seemed like a perfect story and example to start the 

New Year.  

 

Happy New Year to all. In the words of Tiny Tim, 

“God bless us, everyone.” (Credit to Charles 

Dickens.) 

 
Jerry Hardiman 

 

POST MEMBERSHIP 

 
 
We are now offering a free two year membership for 

our younger Combat Veterans who served in 

Southwest Asia campaigns.  Please stop by Post or 

visit website vfw7234.com “Contact Us” 

 

FINALIZING BRICKS 
To date we have sent almost 350 bricks to the brick 

company to be engraved. Since this is an important 

memorial we want to take time to get each brick 

correct. We are willing to go the extra mile. We have 

added emblems for the services after some people 

ordered bricks and have reached out to each of them 

to see if they want to add one to their brick. We have 

also sent a mockup of brick to show what it will look 

like to each person with an email. Realizing that 

email can sometimes be overlooked, or go to spam, or 

change; If you have not heard from us regarding 

your brick (an email with subject: Brick Verification)  

please send us an email at vfwpost7234.gmail.com. If 

you are not sure send an email and we can check. If 

you don‟t have an email you can call the Post and 

leave a message. Thank You.  

 

POST VETERANS 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

   
Donation: $100.00 per brick (100% Tax Deductible)  

  BRICK SIZE 4X8 

Make Checks payable to: VFW Post 7234 

Please print form, fill out completely and mail form along with a check to the above address or drop by 

Bar at Post 

You may provide up to three lines of inscription.  The top line may say “In honor of” or “In memory of” if you 

choose.  Military Branch, Ranks, etc. are permitted. 

Each paver may contain up to three (3) lines with 18 characters per line (lines will be centered) (select emblem 

or no emblem). Spaces & Punctuation such as dashes or commas are counted as a character.  VFW7234 

reserves the right in its sole discretion to deny any application and return the paver donation.  Questions can be 

directed to John Mitchell at sadpearl@mediacombb.net  302-381-9934 or John Gossart at  

judge800@yahoo.com 240-304-8183.  

      
 

I would like my inscription to read:  (18 characters per line only) 

 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone ________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL _____________________________________________ 

VFW Post 7234 
75th Anniversary Campaign 
29265 Marshy Hope Way 
Ocean View, De 19970 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Commander  John Gossart Jr. 

Sr. Vice Cmdr           James Jensen 

Jr. Vice Cmdr           Ken Weber 

Quartermaster          Bill Healy 

Adjutant  Fulton Loppatto 

Chaplain  John Mitchell 

Judge Advocate Sharon Ruest 

Surgeon  Richard Wagner 

Officer of the Day Chuck Guido 

Guard   Rob Gill 

Service Officer Rich Fales 

Honor Guard Capt John Gossart Jr. 

Trustee  Danny Steele 

Trustee  Robert Criswell  

Trustee  Skip Coale 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman  James Jensen 

President  John Gossart Jr. 

Vice President Rob Gill 

Treasurer  Bill Healy 

Secretary  Ken Weber 

Board Member Sharon Ruest 

Board Member Fulton Loppatto 

Board Member Ed Wolfe 

Board Member John Mitchell 

Board Member Rick Delaney 

Board Member John Hickman 

 

AUXILIARY TEAM 
President  Dale Weese 

Sr Vice Pres  Karen Ware 

Jr Vice Pres  Carol Weber 

Secretary  Ty Magliola 

Treasurer  Roberta Walter 

Chaplain  Theo Loppatto 

Guard   Shirley Stong 

Conductress  Kathy Schmon 

Patriotic Ins  Peg Atkins 

Trustee  Connie Weber 

Trustee  Debbie Vischer-Jensen 

Trustee  Debra Craven 

 

 

 

For the Latest Updates and News 

Please send your email to 

vfwpost7234@gmail.com 

 

Member in Need of Assistance 

Please call: 

John Gossart Jr. 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Member Sick or Deceased 

Please call:  

For VFW – John Mitchell 302-381-9934 

For Aux – Theo Loppatto 302-537-5661 

 

Assistance with VA claims or benefits 

Please call:  

Rich Fales (301)325-3813 or email me at 

Smokey1st@netzero.net    

  

 

                       FOOD BANK 

Please continue to drop off food items at 

the entry way. We continue to support 

our local families in need. Thank you for 

your donations. 

VFW POST 7234 HONOR GUARD 

TO BECOME A MEMBER, PLEASE 

CONTACT JOHN GOSSART 

240-304-8183 
              

            Veteran Claims Assistance 
 

Our state Veterans Service Officer comes to our 

Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of every month at 

1:30PM; to make an appointment you can 

contact him at david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-

994-2511 ext 7586        
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