
 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMANDER’S CORNER 
 

Lots of news to share with our members as we enter 

February! 

Firstly, for our Mason Dixon members who have not 

paid their dues, 

your dues are 

past do. Please 

do not lose 

your 

membership. 

The following 

electronic 

email was 

recently sent to 

those of you 

who have not paid their dues yet. 

―ALL 2022 MASON DIXON MEMBERSHIPS 

EXPIRED 12/31/22. IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY 

RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP, YOU ARE NO 

LONGER A MEMBER OF THE POST AND WILL 

BE DENIED ACCESS. YOU MUST RENEW YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP ON OR BEFORE MARCH 1, 2023. 

THEREAFTER YOUR MEMBERSHIPIS NOT 

RENEWABLE AND YOUR TERMINATION IS 

PERMANENT. ― 

( see your electronic email or visit our Post 7234 

website or Facebook page for more details) 

Membership cards are NOT mailed. You may pick up 

your membership card and key card at the bar area. 

We look forward to your renewed membership. 

Have you been to the Post in the past week? If not, 

stop by and see our magnificent service flag/US flag 

circle especially at night under the lights. Many 

thanks to Chuck Rice of McCarthy Stone. Well done, 

Chuck. Our Memorial Park continues to progress. 

We also placed our memorial headstone below the US 

flagpole.  

 

 

 

Our memorial bricks will be laid in March and our 

dedication will be held on Memorial Day. We are 

fortunate to have my newest recruit and Post 

member Chuck Hardy doing our layout design. I 

would like to thank all those who have done the 

. 
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heavy lifting as we get closer to completion. In 

particular, I want to extend my personal thanks to 

my personal adviser and dedicated expert, President 

Dale Weese, Auxiliary President.  Thank you, Dale! 

On 1/18 several our Post officers attended the VFW 

District 4 Awards Banquet at the Seaford Post where 

many Elementary School and High School students 

received VFW citations and monetary awards for 

their Voice of Democracy and Patriot Pen essay 

entries. The Elementary and High School Teacher of 

the Year were also recognized. This was a great 

evening, and we were delighted to meet and speak to 

our Delaware students. Our own Fulton Loppatto is 

the District 4 Commander. The VFW State 

Commander Russ Hall was in attendance. Thanks for 

a great evening, Fulton. 

 
Our Post and the Auxiliary will recognize our 

winners at our monthly meeting on February 6
th

 at 

6:30PM before our monthly meeting. All are 

welcome. 

On 1/25 Post officers and Honor Guard members 

visited the Cheers Center to participate in the 100th 

birthday celebration for Gertrude Sochurek, a Gold 

Star mother. This was a special community event for 

our Post. See Honor Guard article and photos. 

On 1/29 a Quilt of Valor was presented to veteran 

Gary Hartman at our Post by the Quilts of Valor 

Foundation. Family members were in attendance and 

all Post members who were at the Post observed the 

Quilt wrapping. I thanked Gary for his service on 

behalf of our Post. 

  
On 1/30 we held our 3

rd
 ―Volunteer Orientation 

where we welcomed new volunteers. Post officers, 

Board of Director members and Auxiliary officers 

were there to meet and greet our newest volunteers. 

Thanks to all of you who make our Post a special 

home for our veterans and veteran families. A special 

Commander‘s ―shout out‖ to Cheesesteak volunteers 

Larry and Cookie who are special volunteers. We are 

lucky to have you both. 

Remember VFW Post member Phyllis Scully is our 

volunteer Notary. She is at the Post on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 

Thursday of each month from 2-5PM Please email 

her that you are coming. prscully@comcast.net 

Also remember the DE state Veteran Service Officer 

David Hilliard is at our Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of each 

month at 1:30PM Please make an appointment in 

advance with David. david.hilliard@va.com  302-994-

2511 ext.7586 

VFW comrades, expect a phone call/email from a 

member of our Help A Veteran Committee in the 

coming months. We are reaching out to all of our 

VFW Post 1200 members to say hello, see how you 

are, and if there is anything we can do for you. 

Remember next month we will accept nominations 

for VFW Post 7234 officers for Commander, Senior 

Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander, 

Quartermaster, Chaplain and 3 year Trustee for 

2023/2024. Please give serious consideration to run 

for a leadership position. 

Next month I will work on our Door Monitor 

schedule for the spring/summer months. If you are 

interested in being a volunteer door monitor please 

contact me. Remember it is my expectation that ALL 

Post Officers, Board of Director members, and 

Auxiliary Officers participate in the door Monitor 

Program. 

mailto:prscully@comcast.net
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I am in need of a LIBRARIAN…are you interested. I 

need someone to keep our library organized and 

orderly and eliminate those old and damaged books 

that are not used and take up space. I am looking for 

better bookshelves currently. Please contact me. 

Recently, a member said to me, ―you have a great 

club here‘‘ ―great location, great view, great food and 

drink‖. To be sure this is true…but we are not a 

―club‖ we are a VFW and our mission is about the 

well being of our veterans and the families of 

veterans. Every function we have, every event that we 

have, everything we do is in furtherance of our 

mission. Please remember that as you go about your 

Post enjoying all of our special amenities. 

 

God Bless our soldiers and families and our VFW 

Post 7234. 

 

John 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Commander 

VFW Post 7234 

 

2022-23 COMMANDER’S GOALS 

 

As Post Commander, I have set these goals for the 

coming year. With your help and support, we can 

move forward with these goals and continue to make 

our Post a better ―home‖ for our veterans and 

members. 

1. Increase VFW membership attendance at our 

monthly meeting. 

2. Increase VFW member participation in the 

decision-making process for our Post. 

3. Make members more responsible for their 

Post by attending meeting and voting on 

proposals. 

4. Increase VFW membership by recruiting 

younger members from the Iraq and 

Afghanistan era. 

5. Create a ―Bring A Member and Friend‖ 

Program. 

6. Establish a ―Volunteer Interest Program‖ to 

increase our volunteers and their 

participation. 

7. Establish a ―Welcome Orientation Program‖ 

to welcome new VFW, Auxiliary and Mason 

Dixon members. Our new members will learn 

about our Post, it‘s mission, veterans‘ services 

and programs, our community outreach, the 

Honor Guard, volunteer programs, as well as 

our social events, and our bar and kitchen 

activities and hours of operation. 

8. Establish a ―Volunteer Orientation Program‖ 

for new volunteers 

9. Establish a ―Talk to the Commander and 

Post Officers Program‖ to be scheduled 

bimonthly (every two months) …to improve      

communications, to ask questions, raise 

issues, make suggestions, etc.. 

10. Establish Educational Seminars at the Post 

for interested veterans to learn about and 

understand veteran resources and benefits. 

This will include meeting with our Service 

Officer and invited experts. 

11. Create a ―Help A Veteran Program‖ to 

provide veteran assistance with 

transportation, repair person assistance, 

visitation, etc.. 

12. Implement a special Fund Drive Program for 

worthy causes to include the National Home 

For Children. 

13. Create and establish a ―Preventative 

Maintenance Protocol Program‖ for our post 

building and equipment. 

14. Enhance and improve our lobby entrance. 

Create a digital memorial to replace our 

memorial plaques. 

15. Establish a program to capture our member 

hours of service to our Post, community, 

church, for recognition and reporting to the 

state and national VFW. 

16. Create more social programs for our veterans 

and members at the Post to include cards, 

scrabble, board games, etc.. 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 

       I hope February finds everyone well and still 

meeting all those New Year resolutions that were 

made.  Taking 

advantage of the 

better than average 

weather in January, 

progress has been 

made in the building 

of the Memorial 

Park.  I had the 

honor to partake in 

the setting of the 

Memorial Stone, 

witnessing the 

installation of the flag 

poles, and participating in the raising of the 

flags.  It is truly something to see, especially at 

night with the lights on.  Make a point to go see 

it, you will appreciate it.  Consider purchasing a 



brick for the veteran in your life to be part of 

this lasting tribute. 

   Our membership continues to grow by leaps 

and bounds. We ended the Auxiliary fiscal year 

for 2022 in June of 2022 with 1,704 members.  As 

of the writing of this newsletter our Auxiliary has 

1,874 paid members with 5 months still to go in 

the 2023 fiscal year and continue to be the 

largest Auxiliary in the country.  Speaking of 

membership, last Thursday Jan 26th we held an 

Investigative Committee training session for 

members that expressed an interest in 

investigating applications for membership.  I 

would like to thank Karen Vitsorek, Theo 

Loppatto, and Peg Atkins for sharing their 

expertise.  This training was a success and we 

now have 8 additional members that can be part 

of the Investigative Committee. 

  February seems to be a busy month at the post 

(see calendar).  The Super bowl on Feb 12th 

should be a great time at the Post, especially 

since the Eagles are in it and a large number of 

our members are Eagles fans.  Feb 19th is our 

Bar Olympics.  For those that are new members 

this is a great time, come out and participate. 

  At our last meeting we started talking about 

ideas for our Buddy Poppy display that we will 

be submitting at the Department Convention in 

June.  I have noticed an increase of new 

members attending our monthly meeting.  It is 

good to see new faces getting involved and 

presenting ideas.  As I have said before, we have 

a great blend of individuals with ideas and 

experience in our Auxiliary.  I look for our more 

experienced members to guide and mentor our 

new members.  Together as a family there is 

nothing we can't achieve.  We all have the 

common goal of supporting our veterans. 

   Our nominations and elections for Officers are 

coming up in April.  Please consider stepping up 

to assume a position as an Officer.  Many feel 

that uneasy or unprepared, but rest assure there 

is much experience in our Auxiliary and they will 

help you be successful.  Please talk with me or 

another Officer if you have an interest in an 

Officer position or Chair of a Committee.  I look 

forward to seeing everyone at our monthly 

meeting the first Monday of the month at 7:00 

pm. 

 

 

 

Stay safe, stay healthy, and God Bless America 

 
Dale Weese, Jr 
President #7234 Auxiliary 

(443) 324-1244 

Aux7234.de@gmail.com 
          

BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOTES 
 

Greetings Comrades, Auxiliary, Post Members, 
 

     Happy New Year!   

                                   2023 is here. It seems to me that 

being retired, and living in Delaware for the past 8 

years time moves a lot faster. Maybe it‘s just turning 

up another decade.            

Anyway, 2022 was a decent 

year for the post. A lot was 

accomplished. First and 

foremost we've stayed the 

straight and narrow 

following guidelines set for 

avoiding   the dangers of the 

covid pandemic.    When told 

to close, we did.  When told 

to wear the masks, stay 6 

feet apart we did. We 

followed all the rules, and 

are all the better for it. The posts accomplishments 

are many, thanks to the never tiring and endless 

pursuit of our commander. We are nearing the 

completion of our memorial. Our goal is still 

Memorial Day. A dedication and celebration of life 

for our deceased veterans. A very special day. We also 

have increased our post membership, along with the 

auxiliary membership.  We have added to our 

monthly meeting attendance. We held our 3
rd

 

Volunteer orientation. It was a great success. 

We've had 60 to 70 volunteer applications handed in.  

All volunteers are accepted. Just fill out your 

preference. The post is making preparations for Post 

Officer nominations. All positions are open to 

anyone who is willing and wants to serve, let any 

officer know you are interested. They will explain 

each officers or Board of Directors duties and 

obligations. Don't forget pick up the monthly 

calendar and newsletter located at the bar. Also we 

still have memorial bricks available. A wonderful 

way to honor a veteran or a loved one. The busy 

season will be here before we know it. As I said, it‘s 

something about living here and seeing how time 

passes quickly. 

 

        See you around the post sooner or later.  
         Jim Jensen. Chairman B.O.D.                



CHAPLAINS’ CORNER 
 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the families who 

have lost loved ones.  Eternal rest grant unto them O‘ 

Lord, may the perpetual light shine upon them, and 

may they rest in peace.  Amen.      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please call John Mitchell at 302-381-9934 for the 

VFW or Theo Loppatto at 302-537-5661 for the 

Auxiliary, if a member is sick or has passed away. 
 

SERVICE OFFICER OUTREACH 
 

WASHINGTON – Starting Jan. 17, Veterans in acute 

suicidal crisis will be able to go to any VA or non-VA 

health care facility for emergency health care at no 

cost – including inpatient or crisis residential care for 

up to 30 days and 

outpatient care for up to 

90 days. Veterans do not 

need to be enrolled in the 

VA system to use this 

benefit. This expansion of 

care will help prevent 

Veteran suicide by 

guaranteeing no cost, 

world-class care to 

Veterans in times of crisis. 

It will also increase access 

to acute suicide care for 

up to 9 million Veterans who are not currently 

enrolled in VA. Preventing Veteran suicide is VA‘s 

top clinical priority and a top priority of the Biden-

Harris Administration. This effort is a key part of 

VA‘s 10-year National Strategy for Preventing 

Veteran Suicide and the Biden-Harris 

administration‘s plan for Reducing Military and 

Veteran Suicide. In September, VA released the 2022 

National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual 

Report, which showed that Veteran suicides 

decreased in 2020 for the second year in a row, and 

that fewer Veterans died by suicide in 2020 than in 

any year since 2006. 

―Veterans in suicidal crisis can now receive the free, 

world-class emergency health care they deserve – no 

matter where they need it, when they need it, or 

whether they‘re enrolled in VA care,‖ said VA 

Secretary for Veterans Affairs Denis McDonough. 

―This expansion of care will save Veterans‘ lives, and 

there‘s nothing more important than that.‖  

VA has submitted an interim final rule to the federal 

register to establish this authority 

under section 201 of the Veterans Comprehensive 

Prevention, Access to Care, and Treatment 

(COMPACT) Act of 2020. The final policy, which 

takes effect on Jan. 17, will allow VA to: 

 Provide, pay for, or reimburse for treatment 

of eligible individuals‘ emergency suicide 

care, transportation costs, and follow-up care 

at a VA or non-VA facility for up to 30 days 

of inpatient care and 90 days of outpatient 

care. 

 Make appropriate referrals for care following 

the period of emergency suicide care. 

 Determine eligibility for other VA services 

and benefits. 

 Refer eligible individuals for appropriate VA 

programs and benefits following the period of 

emergency suicide care. 

Eligible individuals, regardless of VA enrollment 

status, are: 

 Veterans who were discharged or released 

from active duty after more than 24 months 

of active service under conditions other than 

dishonorable. 

 Former members of the armed forces, 

including reserve service members, who 

served more than 100 days under a combat 

exclusion or in support of a contingency 

operation either directly or by operating an 

unmanned aerial vehicle from another 

location who were discharged under 

conditions other than dishonorable. 

 Former members of the armed forces who 

were the victim of a physical assault of a 

sexual nature, a battery of a sexual nature, or 

sexual harassment while serving in the armed 

forces. 

Over the past year, VA has announced or continued 

several additional efforts to end Veteran suicide, 

including establishing 988 (then press 1) as a way for 

Veterans to quickly connect with caring, qualified 

crisis support 24/7; proposing a new rule that 

would reduce or eliminate copayments for Veterans 

at risk of suicide; conducting an ongoing public 

outreach effort on firearm suicide prevention and 

lethal means safety; and leveraging a national 
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Veteran suicide prevention awareness campaign, 

―Don‘t Wait. Reach Out.‖  

What this new release from the VA doesn‘t say is that 

the VA should be notified as soon as possible at (884) 

724-7842 to prevent billing and to ensure proper 

treatment. 

 

Long-Term Care Veterans Choice Act (H.R. 7158) 

If approved, H.R. 7158 would allow veterans who 

have service-connected disabilities and require 

nursing home care to be placed in a so-called 

―medical foster home‖ at their request. VA would be 

required to pay the veteran‘s expenses at the homes. 

The homes provide ―noninstitutional, long-term care 

for veterans who cannot ―live independently and 

prefer a family setting,‖ according to the bill. The 

legislation would only cover 900 veterans per year. 
 

In Comradeship, 

H. Rich Fales, Post Service Officer 

Cell: (301) 325-3813 

Email: Smokey1st@netzero 

 

HONOR GUARD NEWS 

 

The Honor guard participated in one funeral at the 

Veterans Cemetery on January 4th for Jack Watson 

(93) a USMC pilot in Korea. 

In addition to five Post 

Officers who performed our 

traditional service, thirteen 

members of the Honor 

Guard rendered Volley and 

Taps. 

The Honor Guard and 

several Post officers visited 

the Cheers Center to 

celebrate the 100
th

 birthday 

of Gold Star mother 

Gertrude Sochurek. We 

presented Gertrude with a 

VFW Post 7234 citation and several Post pins and 

sang Happy Birthday. Well done! 

 

 
 
Thanks to Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard, 

Mike Schiffer for keeping our M1Grande rifles clean 

and firing smoothly. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

Honor Guard, especially our younger members, 

please contact me: 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Captain of the Honor Guard 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

Or: 

Mike Schiffer 

Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard 

Rschiffer0@gmail.com 

 

*The purpose of the Honor Guard is to provide 

funeral honors for our fallen comrades and guard 

national monuments. An Honor Guard may also 

serve as the ‗guardians of the colors‘ ―‘by displacing 

and escorting the national flag on ceremonial 

occasions at official functions.‖  

 

CANTEEN CORNER 
 

What a great January we had at Post. We started 

the New Year with a great Party to ring in 2023. 

Everyone who attended Ate, Drank and Danced 

us into the New Year. A Big Thank You to Gina & 

Arnold for preparing all the great food, it was 

the highlight of the night. Then Football 

Sunday's were exciting as the Eagles continue to 

win, and ended with Championship Sunday as 

they won their way into the Super Bowl. What a 

great crowd we had with so much food and Ken 

leading the VFW choir singing ― Fly Eagles Fly‖ 

http://www.va.gov/REACH
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Now we turn to February with a lot of events on 

the calendar. We start with Friday 2/3 with our 

AYCE family buffet. I am bringing in a Guest 

Chef ( Johann Chieffi ) to create a wonderful 

Italian buffet for the evening. Johann is a 

fantastic cook, and you won't want to miss this 

evening. 

Then on Sunday 2/5 we will have our annual 

Chili Cook-off. It will start at 3pm and will be 

opened for all to enter. If cooking is not your 

thing, come and be a judge. It will cost $3pp to 

taste all the Chili's and vote your favorite. 

On February 6
th

 & 7
th

 we will have No Food 

Service as we will be doing our Semi Annual 

Oven Hoods & Kitchen Cleaning. Do not worry 

you will not miss your Cheese steaks this week, 

we will have Cheese steak Night on Thursday 

2/9. 

Sunday the 12
th

 is Super Bowl Sunday and we 

will have a full day of activities planned. We will 

start at 3pm with Super Flip 5. It is a little 

different than our normal Wednesday games. It 

will cost $30 to play and feature many more 

winner take all games. The final game will 

feature a very nice Jackpot. Following Flip Five 

we will settle in for the Game. If you are joining 

us for game, we are asking for you to bring a 

covered dish to share with the group. We will eat 

at 5pm and then be ready for the game. With the 

Eagles playing the VFW will be a very popular 

place to watch the game. So get out your best 

recipe and join us. 

On January19th we will have our Sunday 

Brunch. This is an AYCE event for $12 and 

features the normal Breakfast items, and a Roast 

Beef carving station and Steamed Shrimp. 

Brunch will be served from 9am – 12pm. 

Please take note of the later start time. After 

breakfast we will have our 6
th

 annual VFW Bar 

Olympics. This features 2 person teams that 

compete in Darts, Corn hole, and Shuffleboard. 

The teams are formed by a blind draw. Each 

team will compete in this double elimination 

tournament until they are eliminated. The last 

team standing will be crowned the Champion. It 

will cost $10pp to enter and prizes will be 

awarded to the top 3 teams. Registration starts 

at 1pm and the games start at 2. Spectators are 

welcomed and all are encouraged to bring a 

covered dish to share at intermission. This is a 

very popular event with a 16 team maximum. 

 

Please remember those in our community who 

need our help. Items for the Food Bank can be 

left in the Lobby anytime the Post is open.  

 

 

 

See you at the Post 

 

 

Mark 

 

VFW GOLF ASSOCIATION 
VFW Golf   Association    members    play    golf    

each Tuesday at 9 AM at the Salt Pond Golf Course.  

We will continue Tuesday golf weather permitting. 

However, no need to signup. Just show up and play 

with others that show up. Our regular golf season 

runs from April 1st to November 1st each year. Our 

next regular season event begins on Tuesday, April 4, 

2023.Remember all are Welcome! If    you        are      

 thinking      about        joining        the       Golf        

Association,    please contact      our       President,      

  Ken    Smith,    at 267-228-7285 

or madriverken1946@gmail.com for    more  

 information.        

 

Ed Pike 

 

OUR STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 

SPORTS TRADITION 
 

Did you ever wonder when the tradition of playing 

the National anthem at ball games started? I was 

thinking about this during the NFL playoffs. The 

Anthem is always expected, 

welcome and a unifying 

patriotic moment, no matter fan 

rivalries and other differences. 

But when and where did it 

begin? Curious, here‘s what I 

found.  

 

The first game. Records 

indicate that the tradition began 

with a World Series baseball 

game between the Boston Red Sox and the Chicago 

Cubs in Chicago on September 5, 1918, during World 

War I. During the 7
th

 inning stretch (more about this 

later), a U.S. Navy band began to play the Star-

Spangled Banner. I should mention here that it 

wasn‘t officially designated as our National Anthem 

until 1931. However, it had become the unofficial 

mailto:madriverken1946@gmail.com


anthem in 1916 when President Wilson ordered it 

played at military and national ceremonies.  

 

In the Red Sox—Cubs game, when the band began to 

play, Red Sox third baseman Fred Thomas, who had 

joined the Navy but was granted a furlough to play in 

the World Series, turned toward the American flag 

and saluted. Other players then also faced the flag 

with caps and hands over their hearts and the 

already standing fans began to sing along. At the end, 

the crowd erupted in cheers and applause. The New 

York Times reported that it was the high point in the 

day and the unofficial anthem was then played at the 

remaining games in the Series.  

 

Boston variation.  When the Series moved to Boston, 

Red Sox owner Harry Frazee hired a band to play the 

anthem at the start of the games there, to increasingly 

enthusiastic response from the crowds. The Red Sox 

also provided free tickets to the games to wounded 

veterans and honored them before the start of the 

decisive Game 6. (The Red Sox won the Series.) Mr. 

Frazee later made the Star-Spangled Banner a 

regular part of all Red Sox home games.  

 

Other teams and sports.  The publicity praising the 

Cubs and Red Sox and the patriotic public response 

moved other baseball teams to begin to play the 

anthem, first on holidays and special occasions and 

eventually at all games. During World War II, 

baseball games became occasions for wider displays 

of patriotism, to include singing the now official 

National Anthem before games. By the end of the 

war, it was a standard practice and spread to other 

sports.  

 

Around the end of World War II, National Football 

League Commissioner Elmer Layden ordered that 

the Anthem be played at every NFL game. The 

tradition was later adopted by other sports teams as 

well, when aided by better sound systems.  

 

The 7
th

 inning stretch. It‘s funny how some traditions 

get started. Which brings me back to that historic 7
th

 

inning stretch in the September 5, 1918 World Series 

game, when the crowd spontaneously began to sing 

the Star-Spangled Banner. The only reason everyone 

was standing was because of an uncomfortable 

earlier U.S. President. According to news reports, the 

practice of standing and stretching when teams 

change sides in the middle of the 7
th

 inning began in a 

game between the Washington Senators and the 

Philadelphia Athletics on April 14, 1910. President 

William Howard Taft attended the game and by the 

middle of the 7
th

 inning, the 340-pound President was 

so uncomfortable he decided to stand for a few 

moments. Thinking he was leaving the crowd stood as 

a gesture of respect. When the President sat down 

again as play resumed, so did the crowd. Newspapers 

reported that everyone appreciated the quick stretch 

and it became a popular practice in subsequent 

Senator games and was adopted by other teams.  

 

Thanks and praise.  Would the tradition of playing 

and singing the National Anthem in baseball and 

other games have started in Chicago in 1918 without 

that 7
th

 inning stretch? Hard to say. So maybe we 

should thank President Taft for his unintended 

contribution to the patriotic tradition we welcome 

and respect today. But surely, Red Sox infielder and 

Seaman Fred Thomas deserves thanks and praise for 

getting the tradition started with his inspiring 

conduct and salute in that historic game. Now, 105 

years later, we‘re reminded in every game to be 

grateful that our flag still waves ―O‘er the land of the 

free and the home of the brave.‖  

 

Just something to think about when Super Bowl 

Sunday rolls around and during the 2023 baseball 

season. Play ball! 

 

Looking forward to February, here are a few other 

days to keep in mind, in addition to all the dates on 

the Post calendar.  

 

Feb. 2. Groundhog Day 

Feb. 12. Super Bowl Sunday (Just a reminder.) 

Feb. 14. Valentine‘s Day 

Feb. 20. Presidents Day 

Feb. 21.  Mardi Gras (Laissez les bon temps 

rouler!) 

 

Hope you enjoy every day in February 

Jerry Hardiman 

 

THANK YOU 
 

Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pin, and Teacher of the 

Year are three very important programs for the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars.  Started in 1947 to 

encourage Patriotism and Americanism among our 

youth and to encourage the education system to teach 

and promote these values. I would like to recognize 

the partnership between the VFW and schools and all 

the hard work by many to make these programs 

successful. Each Post, District, and Department 

assigns a chairperson to work with school principals 

and teachers to distribute information and assist 

students in submitting essays. I would like to 

recognize all those from our Post who led this effort 

for District 4 and who participated in its success 



having all Posts submitting an entry in all three 

categories. 

 
 My most important THANK YOU goes to the two 

District Co-Chairs, John Mitchell and Jim Jensen, 

for their leadership and excellent organization. They 

were responsible for working with each Post 

Chairperson providing guidance and advice. They 

conducted a very professional and fair judging 

process involving all Posts in judging all entries. John 

Mitchell contacted two highly qualified professionals 

to judge our Teacher of the Year entries. They also 

organized the Banquet which had not been done for 

years. In attendance were the students and their 

families, principals, ROTC officers and District 4 

officers. A big THANK YOU to Danny Steele, our 

District Quartermaster. As always this is the 

individual who handles all the details (invitations, 

certificates, checks) to make everything go smoothly. 

My final THANK YOU is to Scott Smith a VFW Post 

Member and Auxiliary Officers Dale Weese and 

Karen Ware for participating in the judging.  

 

Fulton Loppatto 

Commander 

District 4 

Department of Delaware 

 

HELP A VET PROGRAM 
Volunteers needed to help with this special program. 

Our next meeting will be on March 3 at 11 am at the 

Post. We are reaching out to all of our VFW Post 

1200 members to say hello, see how they are, and see 

if there is anything we can do for them. ALL Post 

members are invited to help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST MEMBERSHIP 

 
We are now offering a free two year membership for 

our younger Combat Veterans who served in 

Southwest Asia campaigns.  Please stop by Post or 

visit website vfw7234.com ―Contact Us‖ 

 

DID YOU KNOW 

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS 

 

Our bartenders have been serving our veterans 

for an average of 16 yrs  

   

 Time to prepare for cheese steaks night starts at 

7Am with the slicing of dozens of rolls, preparing 

the condiments, and slicing of the onions.  

Finally ready 9 hrs latter!  

                           

Only post in Delaware with a male auxiliary 

President in the largest auxiliary in the country.  

          

 

On any given Thanksgiving Day dinner the post 

serves nearly 300 guests and cooks and carves 30 

to 35 turkeys to feed them.                                      

                 

During the traveling Vietnam wall exhibit we 

drew over 8,000 visitors.  

 

 Just a few little known facts, I thought you 

might want to know. 

 

This will be a regular feature in the newsletter. 

So if you have any facts you would like to know 

about the Post just ask the Answer Man (send 

email to the Post vfwpost7234@gmail.com 

addressed to the Answer Man). 

 

Jim Jensen                                            

 

 

 

mailto:vfwpost7234@gmail.com


 

   
Donation: $100.00 per brick (100% Tax Deductible)  

  BRICK SIZE 4X8 

Make Checks payable to: VFW Post 7234 

Please print form, fill out completely and mail form along with a check to the above address or drop by 

Bar at Post 

You may provide up to three lines of inscription.  The top line may say “In honor of” or “In memory of” if you 

choose.  Military Branch, Ranks, etc. are permitted. 

Each paver may contain up to three (3) lines with 18 characters per line (lines will be centered) (select emblem 

or no emblem). Spaces & Punctuation such as dashes or commas are counted as a character.  VFW7234 

reserves the right in its sole discretion to deny any application and return the paver donation.  Questions can be 

directed to John Mitchell at sadpearl@mediacombb.net  302-381-9934 or John Gossart at  

judge800@yahoo.com 240-304-8183.  

      
 

I would like my inscription to read:  (18 characters per line only) 

 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone ________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL _____________________________________________ 

VFW Post 7234 
75th Anniversary Campaign 
29265 Marshy Hope Way 
Ocean View, De 19970 

 

mailto:sadpearl@mediacombb.net
mailto:judge800@yahoo.com


LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Commander  John Gossart Jr. 

Sr. Vice Cmdr           James Jensen 

Jr. Vice Cmdr           Ken Weber 

Quartermaster          Bill Healy 

Adjutant  Fulton Loppatto 

Chaplain  John Mitchell 

Judge Advocate Sharon Ruest 

Surgeon  Richard Wagner 

Officer of the Day Chuck Guido 

Guard   Rob Gill 

Service Officer Rich Fales 

Honor Guard Capt John Gossart Jr. 

Trustee  Danny Steele 

Trustee  Robert Criswell  

Trustee  Skip Coale 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman  James Jensen 

President  John Gossart Jr. 

Vice President Rob Gill 

Treasurer  Bill Healy 

Secretary  Ken Weber 

Board Member Sharon Ruest 

Board Member Fulton Loppatto 

Board Member Ed Wolfe 

Board Member John Mitchell 

Board Member Rick Delaney 

Board Member John Hickman 

 

AUXILIARY TEAM 
President  Dale Weese 

Sr Vice Pres  Karen Ware 

Jr Vice Pres  Carol Weber 

Secretary  Ty Magliola 

Treasurer  Roberta Walter 

Chaplain  Theo Loppatto 

Guard   Shirley Stong 

Conductress  Kathy Schmon 

Patriotic Ins  Peg Atkins 

Trustee  Connie Weber 

Trustee  Debbie Vischer-Jensen 

Trustee  Debra Craven 

 

 

 

For the Latest Updates and News 

Please send your email to 

vfwpost7234@gmail.com 

 

Member in Need of Assistance 

Please call: 

John Gossart Jr. 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Member Sick or Deceased 

Please call:  

For VFW – John Mitchell 302-381-9934 

For Aux – Theo Loppatto 302-537-5661 

 

Assistance with VA claims or benefits 

Please call:  

Rich Fales (301)325-3813 or email me at 

Smokey1st@netzero.net    

  

 

                       FOOD BANK 

Please continue to drop off food items at 

the entry way. We continue to support 

our local families in need. Thank you for 

your donations. 

VFW POST 7234 HONOR GUARD 

TO BECOME A MEMBER, PLEASE 

CONTACT JOHN GOSSART 

240-304-8183 
              

            Veteran Claims Assistance 
 

Our state Veterans Service Officer comes to our 

Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of every month at 

1:30PM; to make an appointment you can 

contact him at david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-

994-2511 ext 7586        

mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Smokey1st@netzero.net
mailto:david.hilliard@va.gov

