
 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMANDER’S CORNER 
 

November was a busy month and a special month for 

our Post! First of all, your prayers and good wishes 

for Bonnie Daughaday (Mark‟s wife) worked and 

Bonnie is on her way back to good health. We have 

enjoyed seeing 

her return to 

the Post, YEA! 

On November 

7
th

 at our 

monthly 

membership 

meeting, we 

met and heard 

from Sean 

Malone a 

Desert 

Shield/Desert Storm veteran and local owner of 

Kristina‟s Kitchen. In 2013 Sean and his wife began 

Santa‟s Letters Inc., a non-profit helping children 

and families across Sussex County. The non-profit 

has many businesses that offer discounts to our 

veterans. For more information see website at 

www.Santaslettersinc.com 

On November 10
th

 Post officers and members of the 

Auxiliary joined Preston Sharp, Veterans Flags and 

Flowers, at the DE Veterans Memorial Cemetery in 

Millsboro. Preston then 12 years old, began his 

national tribute program to veterans-on-Veterans 

Day 2015when he visited his grandfather‟s grave and 

was upset that there were so few flags and flowers on 

the graves. He vowed to visit a Veterans Cemetery in 

every state and place flags and flowers on the 

gravesites. He completed his promise with his visit to 

DE. Well done, Preston! 

 

 
Chaplain John Mitchell offering prayers at event. 

 

Also, on November 10
th

 our Post hosted National 

Auxiliary Jane Reape. Auxiliary President Dale 

Weese and the Auxiliary held a very nice welcome 

and luncheon. Senior Vice Commander Jim Jensen, 

Adjutant Fulton Loppatto, Chaplain John Mitchell 

and I attended. 

Our Veterans Day Ceremony and Program 11-11 was 

truly special. With over 220 attendees, our program 

included tributes to veterans, families and each 

branch of service. The Quilts of Valor Foundation 

presented 12 quits to members of our Post. See list 

below. The Honor Guard participated with a Volley 

and Taps, and we were blessed to have 3 WWII 

. 
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members in attendance and several Korean veterans 

as well. Jena Dean, a part time Post employee 

presented the Post with a flag poster drawing from 

her 4
th

&5
th

 grade mathematics class for our Veterans 

Day celebration. Jena teaches at Sussex Academy. 

Thank you, Jena and her classes! (See photos 

below)A very nice luncheon followed. 

QUILT OF VALOR AWARDEES 

 

Andrew Artemchuk              Richard Delaney     

       US Army                            US Air Force 

       Vietnam                        Desert Storm/Shield 

 

   Richard Fales                        Charles Gill 

     US Army                               US Army 

Desert Storm/Shield             Desert Storm/Shield 

 

     Charles Guido                       Charles Myers     

       US Air Force                            US Army 

           Vietnam                                 Korea 

 

     Herman Oberg                       Charles Plis      

         US Army                              US Army 

         Vietnam                               Vietnam 

 

        Jeffrey Ringel                      Sharon Ruest         

         US Marines                           US Navy 

Desert Storm/Shield                        Iraq 

 

        Charles Sadtler                   Michael Schiffer    

           US Marines                           US Marines 

             Vietnam                                  Korea 

 

 
 

On November 12
th

, as VFW Post 7234 Commander, I 

attended the DE state VFW quarterly meeting along 

with District 4 Commander Fulton Loppatto and 

State Chaplain John Mitchell in Camden, DE. Some 

of the good things noted and recognized were our 

Post veteran programs, recruitment efforts and our 

continued increase in membership. Then on 

November 14
th

 VFW State Inspector Thomas DiOrrio 

visited our Post for our annual inspection. We passed 

with flying colors! 

Senior Vice Commander Jim Jensen along with 

Auxiliary President Dale Weese and other Post 

members conducted a recruitment and Poppy drive 

at Hockers Hardware on November 12th and 13th. 

They had the opportunity to speak with many 

individuals. Thank you, Hockers! In all, 5 Poppy 

events were held with 250 poppies distributed along 

with flags and cards. Donations amounted to $800. 

Thank you, Jim, Dale, Debbie Jensen, Cindy Weese, 

Chuck Hardy, Phil and Jan Ouellette, Mike 

Tuckman, Liz Harris, Debbie Craven, Kathy 

Schmon, Carol Weber, Beth Douglas, Frank Cruice 

and Kathi Gluck for all your help. 

On November 15
th

 Post officers James Jensen, Fulton 

Loppatto, Sharon Ruest, me, and several members of 

the Honor Guard visited our local Cheers to meet 

and greet seniors at their luncheon. We thanked the 

veteran attendees and families of veterans for their 

service. We spent time individually talking to those 

present and handed out miniature flags, Post coins 

and poppies. This is our Post‟s continuing effort to 

reach out to the seniors of our community. (See 

photos in Honor Guard News) 

The Lighthouse Christian School in Dagsboro held its 

annual Veterans Day Program at the school on 

November 17
th

. I along with Post officers Sharon 

Ruest , Chuck Guido, and a number of Post members 

attended. Celebrating the service of all veterans, this 

year‟s program paid special tribute to our Iraq and 

Afghanistan veterans. Sharon Ruest and Post 

member Scott Smith were among those honored. (See 

photo) The students and program were outstanding. 

 
We are making progress on several of our Post 

projects. Firstly, you have seen the change in our 

Memorial Park as Delmarva has completed its work 

and electric polls have been removed and relocated. 

Our flagpole lights have been installed and we have 

taken possession of over 200 of our engraved bricks 

with more on the way. Our flag poles and flags should 

be installed this coming month. 



And speaking of “memorial bricks” we still are 

offering them for purchase. Please consider a brick as 

a Christmas gift. 

Secondly, we anticipate our roof repairs shortly. A 

number of leaks have been repaired thanks to Russell 

Paulus and John Hickman. Thirdly, our Point-of-Sale 

committee is close to making a recommendation for a 

company to install our new Point of Sale program. 

Our Help A Veteran program under the leadership of 

Frank “Sarge” Bolen continues to reach out to more 

and more veterans as we provide contact and 

assistance. Thanks to all our members. 

Remember DE State Service Officer Davis Hilliard is 

expected to be at our post on December 8
th

 at 

1:30PM. Call or email David for an appointment at 

david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-994-7586. 

 Current Mason Dixon Membership cards can be 

picked up at the Post bar. For details, please see the 

email that was sent out. 

I anticipate scheduling a new Volunteer Orientation 

in January and will reach out to all who completed a 

Volunteer Interest Form but have not yet 

participated in an orientation. Stay tuned! 

Congratulations to our Auxiliary Past President Ellen 

Reilly on receiving the National Auxiliary  “Soaring 

Above & Beyond Award “ for recruiting the most 

new members in 2021-2022. There is a very nice 

article about Ellen in the November VFW Auxiliary 

magazine. It is also posted on our bulletin board. 

Our Post will soon again have a volunteer Notary. I 

will send out the specific information shortly. 

I was happy to receive 2 bar chips from my friend 

Jon Vitsorek after the Eagles v Commanders game. 

Thanks, John.(See photo) 

 

Shout out and Thank You goes to Mark, staff, and 

volunteers for a special Thanksgiving dinner served 

at the Post. And thank you to all who donated one of 

the 35 turkeys received. 

Thanks to all our volunteers and especially the Reilly 

Brothers (John & Marty) for all the work they have 

done around the Post these past several months. They 

tell me that their “Boss” John Hickman , Board 

member and Chairman of the Building, Grounds, 

and Maintenance Committee keeps them busy. 

Thanks to member John Metz who has donated a 

bike rack to the Post.  Thanks to the Coastal Point 

newspaper for all their recent coverage of Post 

events. And finally, thanks to Auxiliary President 

Dale Weese and his leadership team for all that you 

do at VFW Post 7234. It is my honor to work with 

you in partnership for the benefit and well being of 

our veterans and their families. 

 

I wish all of you and your family a Merry Christmas, 

Happy Hanukkah, Happy Holiday!  

God Bless our soldiers and their families, God Bless 

VFW Post 7234, and God Bless you! 

John 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Commander 

VFW Post 7234 

 

 
 

2022-23 COMMANDER’S GOALS 

 

As Post Commander, I have set these goals for the 

coming year. With your help and support, we can 

move forward with these goals and continue to make 

our Post a better “home” for our veterans and 

members. 

1. Increase VFW membership attendance at our 

monthly meeting. 

2. Increase VFW member participation in the 

decision-making process for our Post. 

about:blank


3. Make members more responsible for their 

Post by attending meeting and voting on 

proposals. 

4. Increase VFW membership by recruiting 

younger members from the Iraq and 

Afghanistan era. 

5. Create a “Bring A Member and Friend” 

Program. 

6. Establish a “Volunteer Interest Program” to 

increase our volunteers and their 

participation. 

7. Establish a “Welcome Orientation Program” 

to welcome new VFW, Auxiliary and Mason 

Dixon members. Our new members will learn 

about our Post, it‟s mission, veterans‟ services 

and programs, our community outreach, the 

Honor Guard, volunteer programs, as well as 

our social events, and our bar and kitchen 

activities and hours of operation. 

8. Establish a “Volunteer Orientation Program” 

for new volunteers 

9. Establish a “Talk to the Commander and 

Post Officers Program” to be scheduled 

bimonthly (every two months) …to improve      

communications, to ask questions, raise 

issues, make suggestions, etc.. 

10. Establish Educational Seminars at the Post 

for interested veterans to learn about and 

understand veteran resources and benefits. 

This will include meeting with our Service 

Officer and invited experts. 

11. Create a “Help A Veteran Program” to 

provide veteran assistance with 

transportation, repair person assistance, 

visitation, etc.. 

12. Implement a special Fund Drive Program for 

worthy causes to include the National Home 

For Children. 

13. Create and establish a “Preventative 

Maintenance Protocol Program” for our post 

building and equipment. 

14. Enhance and improve our lobby entrance. 

Create a digital memorial to replace our 

memorial plaques. 

15. Establish a program to capture our member 

hours of service to our Post, community, 

church, for recognition and reporting to the 

state and national VFW. 

16. Create more social programs for our veterans 

and members at the Post to include cards, 

scrabble, board games, etc.. 

 

 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 

          I hope everyone had a wonderful 

Thanksgiving.  November provided us with a few 

memorable experiences and events.  On the 10th our 

Auxiliary hosted a 

luncheon for VFW 

Auxiliary National 

President Jane Reape.  

This was a exciting 

event that was attended 

by various Department 

Officers, Auxiliary 

Officers, Auxiliary 

members, guests, and 

our VFW Post 

Officers; Commander 

John Gossart, Sr. Vice 

Commander Jim 

Jensen, Adjutant Fulton Loppatto,  and Chaplain 

John Mitchell.  Their attendance, support and 

remarks at the luncheon shows that we are one 

family and expands on the partnership between the 

Post and the Auxiliary.  President Reape spoke on her 

theme of "Hands that Care, Hearts that Share" and 

commented on how glad she was to see the 

relationship between the Post and Auxiliary.  She 

expressed that she would like to see all Auxiliaries 

and Posts share this type of relationship. 

 

 
 



As President of this Auxiliary it was a special moment 

and I would like to thank all our officers, members, 

Post officers and members for being part of this.   We 

then presented President Reape with a gift donation 

to her special project, the scholarship fund for the 3-

Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest. Thanks to Mark 

and his staff for providing a great spread of food with 

tasty homemade vegetable soup.  This must have 

been a good event as it was scheduled to end at 12:30 

due to the National Presidents schedule however she 

didn't depart until 1:40 pm.  Do we know how to host 

or what.  Thanks to Roberta Walter, Cindy Weese, 

Carol Weber, and Kathy Schmon for putting this 

together.  Thanks to Peg Atkins for the cake and Beth 

Douglass, Theo Loppatto, and Karen Ware for help 

with set up and clean up.  Thank you to Honor 

Guard members Hugh Spafford, Warren Eastburn, 

and Skip Cole for providing their services to Honor 

the National President.   If I forgot anyone I 

apologize.   I am blessed to have a such a good group 

of Auxiliary members who devote their time 

selflessly.  

    Prior to the luncheon representatives from our 

Auxiliary and post attended the Flags and Flowers 

for Vets event with Preston Sharp at the Veterans 

Memorial Cemetery in Millsboro where Flags and 

Flowers were placed on all graves.  An explanation of 

this event was given in our November newsletter, but 

if you would like further information you can go to 

prestonsharp.net.  It is a fascinating story.  Our 

Auxiliary made a donation to this cause and 

presented a certificate to Preston from the Auxiliary.  

I would like to thank Theo Loppatto for making this 

presentation to Preston.  State and Post Chaplain 

John Mitchell  provided the Invocation and 

Benediction.  National President Reape and her 

delegation even attended this event and enjoyed it 

thoroughly.  

 
   On the 11th we all celebrated Veterans Day at the 

post.  A special program began the day at 11:00 am.  

Numerous posts members were recipients of Quilts 

from the Quilts of Valor Foundation.  It was great to 

remember and honor our veterans.  The Auxiliary 

provided Veterans Awareness Ribbon pins to 

attendees.  Members passed out approximately 200 of 

these red and blue pins.  The blue background 

represents all the military 

veterans that served.  The red 

stripe represents the blood 

that has been shed by the men 

and women who have 

defended our great nation.  So 

during this Holiday Season 

keep those Veterans that are 

serving in your minds and 

hearts as you celebrate with 

your loved ones.  They are the 

ones who are sacrificing 

celebrating with their loved ones so you can celebrate 

with yours.  

  Thanksgiving was again celebrated at the post with 

dinner prepared by staff and volunteers.  It is the 

extreme generosity and caring of our post and its 

members that make this so special.  We are thankful 

in our blessings and share this with others.  

Thanksgiving dinner at the post was well received 

and attended again this year.  Mark works tirelessly 

to ensure that this happens every year.  Thank you. 

   We begin December by recognizing and 

remembering the bombing of Pearl Harbor on 

December 7th.  This leads to a more celebratory time 

of the month.  We will be hosting our 2nd annual 

breakfast with Santa.  The event last year was a 

success and we are looking forward to this year's 

event being equally successful.  Preparations are well 

under way and going good.  A pancake breakfast will 

be served, Night before Christmas read and Santa 

and Mrs. Clause will visit children with gifts. 

   Saturday December 17th is National Wreaths 

Across America Day.  This is an event at local veteran 

cemeteries that honors our veterans to ensure that 

every Veteran Hero receives a wreath for the Holiday 

Season.  The ceremony to Remember and Honor will 

begin at 10:30 am at Delaware Veterans Cemetery in 

Millsboro.  Come out to this event it is worth your 

time.   

And of course the Jolly old man himself comes on the 

25th.   On this day celebrate with your family and 

friends and remember those that are no longer with 

us.  I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

   A special congratulations is extended to Past 

President Ellen Reilly on being awarded the Soaring 

Above & Beyond Award from National for recruiting 

the most new members in the 2021-2022 year.  There 

is an article about this written in the VFW Auxiliary 

magazine for November 2022 for those that receive it. 



Remember monthly meetings at the Post are the 1st 

Monday of the month at 7:00 pm.   

Wishing everyone a safe and healthy Holiday Season.  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year. 

 

Dale Weese, Jr 

President #7234 Auxiliary 

(443) 324-1244 
          

BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOTES 
 

Greetings Comrades, Auxiliary, Post Members, 
 

      Halloween, to me starts the holidays. You have 

Halloween, then for us Veterans Day, followed by 

Thanksgiving Day, then finally the biggie Christmas. 

And then the New Year when we start all over again. 

With all that being said; I'll 

clue you on the recent 

happenings. For Halloween 

the Auxiliary joined the 

“Cops and Goblins” at West 

Park. I couldn't keep a count 

of how many kids were 

there so let's just say it was a 

lot.  The youth committee 

chairman Cindy and several 

members distributed bags 

upon bags of candy to the 

little princesses, vampires, 

cowboys, clowns and. oh believe it or not I even 

saw Tyrannosaurs Rex munching on a kit kat bar. 

 Moving forward, we celebrated Veterans Day. A 

holiday that is special to us all. It turned out to be the 

largest crowd ever attending a post event. We had 12 

of our comrades awarded Quilts of Valor. The 

Commander, along with Fulton and Mark the 

canteen manager organized the entire event. It was a 

great success.  While all this was going on, Mark was 

planning our Thanksgiving Day dinner. The word 

went out; he was ready to accept the donations of 

turkeys for the expected huge event.   Well, in no time 

he had received 35 turkeys, that's right I said 35.  

This along with I don't know how many pies and 

cakes. Mark‟s handpicked crew started to work; 

making Thanksgiving Day a success. The turkeys 

started roasting on Monday, immediately after that   , 

John the butcher and Mark from flip -five started 

carving, while Steve, Gina and Arnold worked in the 

kitchen preparing the fixens that go along with the 

dinner. On Thursday afternoon the guests started 

arriving. As you know our Thanksgiving is open to 

anyone and everyone.  Marks comment to me was.  

NO ONE SHOULD GO HUNGRY ON 

THANKSGIVING DAY.     After greeting and 

welcoming   some of the guests my wife and I were 

going to deliver a couple of meals to  a few 

homebound    residents, as I was leaving I glanced 

over and saw a big smile on Marks  face. I then knew 

his Thanksgiving Day was a success.  

While all of this was going on the work on the 

memorial continued. Delmarva finished moving the 

telephone poles and the electrician had installed the 

pathway lights and flagpole lights. The next part is 

installation of the flags and flagpoles, weather 

permitting. We are on track for Memorial Day 

dedication. We still have a few more weeks left before 

this fantastic year ends. Tickets have already gone on 

sale for New Years Eve party and Memorial bricks 

are still available.     Don't forget the TOYS FOR 

TOTS box in the lobby.  Also the food pantry.              

                                           

Hope all comrades and their families had a 

wonderful Thanksgiving and are looking forward to 

a happy and memorable Christmas. 

See you around the post.  

            

Jim Jensen  

Sr. Vice Commander                              
 

CHAPLAINS’ CORNER 
 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the families who 

have lost loved ones.  Eternal rest grant unto them O‟ 

Lord, may the perpetual light shine upon them, and 

may they rest in peace.  Amen.      

 

Alfred Banford 

George Courley Jr 

Thomas Holcomb 

William Smith Jr 

Douglas Tolley 

Michael Walt 
 

Please call John Mitchell at 302-381-9934 for the 

VFW or Theo Loppatto at 302-537-5661 for the 

Auxiliary, if a member is sick or has passed away. 
 

SERVICE OFFICER OUTREACH 
 

New VA Life Insurance is almost here! 

https://www.benefits.va.g

ov/insurance/valife.asp 

Veterans Affairs Life 

Insurance (VALife) 

provides guaranteed 

acceptance whole life 

coverage of up to $40,000 

to Veterans with service-

connected disabilities.  

Lesser amounts are 

available in increments 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/insurance/valife.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/insurance/valife.asp


of $10,000. Under this plan, the elected coverage 

takes effect two years after enrollment as long as 

premiums are paid during the two-year period. 

Important Dates for VALife and S-DVI 

The VALife program includes key dates and features 

that are important to know. They include changes 

that impact the Service Disabled Veterans Insurance 

(S-DVI) program. Click here to VIEW 

IMPORTANT MILESTONES. 

Eligibility 

All Veterans age 80 and under, who have a VA 

disability rating of 0 to 100 percent are eligible for 

the VALife program and have no time limit to apply. 

Veterans who are 81 or older and have applied for 

VA Disability Compensation before age 81 but did 

not receive the rating for a new service-connected 

condition until after turning 81 are also eligible if 

they apply within two years of their rating. 

Type of Coverage 

The VALife program offers whole life guaranteed 

acceptance coverage. Under this type of coverage, the 

face amount of coverage takes effect two years after 

the date of enrollment as long as premiums are paid 

during the two-year period. This two-year waiting 

period replaces the need for medical underwriting. If 

the insured dies within this two year period, the 

beneficiary will receive all premiums paid plus 

interest. 

Cost 

The premium rate (the amount you will pay each 

month or annually for your coverage) depends on 

your age and the amount of coverage you elect. The 

premiums for VALife are fixed and based on your 

age when you enroll.  Click here to FIND OUT 

MORE ON PREMIUM COSTS. 

Can premiums be waived? 

There are no premium waivers for the VALife 

program. 

How to Apply? 

VALife will take effect January 1, 2023. The 

application will become available on our website at 

that time. In the meantime, you can SIGN UP FOR 

FUTURE EMAIL UPDATES ABOUT VALIFE to 

stay informed. 

 

Camp Lejeune & Your Rights 

Most of us are sick and tired of being bombarded 

with ads about water contamination at Camp 

Lejeune. That is why I am glad to report that the 

VFW has decided to endorse the Law Firm of Baird 

Mandalas Brockstedt Frederico & Cardea (BMBFC). 

They are probably the only law firm that doesn‟t 

advertise on TV. It‟s important to know that 

sometimes getting more money can affect your other 

benefits such as social security and VA disability. It‟s 

also important to note that this isn‟t just for veterans 

but anybody who lived or worked at Camp Lejeune. 

BMBFC isn‟t free but they work with VFW‟s 

Medical Advisory Board to ensure they are working 

in their client‟s best interests. The VA only 

recognizes certain cancers and ailments as connected 

to Camp Lejeune and disability payments have 

financial limits. The civil lawsuit that BMBFC 

represents recognizes a whole lot more cancers and 

ailments and can result in much more money, but 

sometimes you can lose by taking a one-time payment 

Call BMBFC at (410) 421-7777 

www.camplejeunegroundwater/vfw 

 

 

7 Things You Didn‟t Know About VA Burial Benefits 

1. Burial benefits are not just for combat veterans. 

Most veterans who didn't receive a dishonorable 

discharge are eligible for a burial benefit. A spouse or 

minor child of a veteran is also eligible and, in some 

cases, an unmarried adult dependent child of a 

veteran. There‟s a perception that you had to serve in 

conflict in order to be considered a veteran or earn 

your benefits, they have earned this by serving in our 

nation's military. 

2. Burial benefits are not limited to military 

cemeteries. 

The VA provides a standard issue headstone or 

marker to any veteran who wishes to be buried in a 

private cemetery, free of charge. benefit, but combat 

service is still not required. Spouses and dependents 

are ineligible for benefits at a nonmilitary burial 

ground. 

3. Arrangements can be made in advance. 

Since 2016, the VA has accepted a preneed 

determination of eligibility to become preapproved 

for burial at a VA national cemetery. Doing so makes 

the burial planning process much easier for families 

when a death occurs. The process can be started with 

these four steps: 

 Determine eligibility. 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/INSURANCE/docs/Important_VALife_Milestones.pdf
https://www.benefits.va.gov/INSURANCE/docs/Important_VALife_Milestones.pdf
https://www.benefits.va.gov/insurance/valife-rates.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/insurance/valife-rates.asp
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVAVALI/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVAVALI/subscriber/new
http://www.camplejeunegroundwater/vfw
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/eligibility/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/eligibility/


 Chose a VA national cemetery. (Note: State 

cemeteries should be contacted before filing a 

preneed application. Some state cemeteries 

have other specific requirements. 

Additionally, Arlington National Cemetery 

and the U.S. Soldiers‟ and Airmen's Home 

Cemetery should be contacted at 877-907-

8585.) 

 Gather the supporting documentation you'll 

need. In most cases it is a DD Form 214. In 

instances when there is trouble finding 

records, the National Personnel Records 

Center or Veterans Benefit 

Administration should be contacted. 

 Fill out an application for each person 

requesting a preneed determination. 

"When the time of need comes, that's already done. 

And it's one less thing that family has to worry about 

when they're going through the grieving process". If 

pre-eligibility is not filed, families should still discuss 

end-of-life requests and know where military 

discharge papers are kept. 

4. Advance planning isn't required. 

In instances when a veteran dies unexpectedly and 

hasn't filed their preneed eligibility, It is suggested 

that families call 800-535-1117. The NCA will discuss 

the next steps with the families and review the 

required documentation. If a family doesn't know 

where certain records are, the NCA will reach out to 

the National Personnel Records Center or the 

Veterans Benefit Administration. If a veteran didn't 

request to be buried in a military cemetery, eligibility 

can still be established to receive a marker at a 

private cemetery. 

When families don't have the veteran's discharge 

documents, it usually takes a few days to find the 

needed documents to confirm eligibility. If 

documents are already in hand, the funeral director 

or family member can often reserve an interment 

date at a nearby national cemetery on the day he or 

she calls. 

5. Some families are eligible for expense 

reimbursements. 

Depending on the veteran's service history and where 

a veteran is buried, the VA may pay a burial 

allowance or payment of up to $2,000 to help cover 

certain burial-related expenses. Otherwise, benefits 

may include a grave site in any of the national 

cemeteries where space is available, opening and 

closing of the grave, perpetual care, a government 

headstone or marker, a burial flag and a Presidential 

Memorial Certificate at no cost to the family. 

6. Veteran cemetery burials include a memorial web 

page. 

Family members can visit the unique web page of any 

veteran who's buried in a national, state, territorial 

or tribal cemetery and post photos, documents or 

memories in what is called the Veterans Legacy 

Memorial.  

7. Burial benefits are underutilized. 

In fiscal year 2020, over 80,000 veterans were 

interred in the VA's national cemeteries, 

representing only about 14 percent of veterans who 

died during the same time period, according to 

census data and other government estimates. 

(Another 4 percent were interred in state, territory or 

tribal cemeteries.) In private cemeteries, more than 

140,000 standard issue headstones or markers were 

distributed from the VA for veterans‟ grave sites. 

This means about 58 percent of veterans did not 

receive any burial  

 
In Comradeship, 

H. Rich Fales, Post Service Officer 

Cell: (301) 325-3813 

Email: Smokey1st@netzero 

 

HONOR GUARD NEWS 

 

On November 10
th

 Honor Guard members Warren 

Eastburn, Hugh Spafford, and Skip Coale 

participated in the welcome luncheon for Auxiliary 

National President Jane 

Reape at the Post. 

Our Honor Guard posted 

colors and rendered a Volley 

and Taps during our Veterans 

Day Ceremony and Program 

on November 11
th

 at the Post. 

Thirteen members 

participated.  

On November 15
th

 members 

of the Honor Guard and 

several Post officers visited 

the Cheers center to meet and 

greet veterans and family 

members of veterans. We distributed miniature flags, 

poppies, and Post coins. A fun time was had by all. 

(See photos) 

 

 

https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/listcem.asp
https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center
https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center
https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center
https://www.va.gov/records/
https://www.va.gov/records/
https://www.va.gov/records/
https://www.va.gov/burials-and-memorials/pre-need/form-10007-apply-for-eligibility/introduction
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/
https://www.cem.va.gov/burial_benefits/index.asp
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-items/presidential-memorial-certificates/
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On November 26

th
eight members of the Honor Guard 

rendered a Volley and Taps at the Milford Cemetery 

for James Lolland (81) a US Marine (Vietnam era). 

Jim was a close friend of our Post Chaplain John 

Mitchell. 

And please welcome our newest Honor Guard 

member Chad Myers. Happy to have you join us, 

Chad! 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

Honor Guard, especially our younger members, 

please contact me: 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Captain of the Honor Guard 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

Or: 

Mike Schiffer 

Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard 

Rschiffer0@gmail.com 

 

*The purpose of the Honor Guard is to provide 

funeral honors for our fallen comrades and guard 

national monuments. An Honor Guard may also 

serve as the „guardians of the colors‟ “‟by displacing 

and escorting the national flag on ceremonial 

occasions at official functions.”  

 

CANTEEN CORNER 
 

Wow, what a wonderful November we had at the 

Post. We started on Veterans Day where 12 of our 

Veterans received their Quilts of Valor. What a 

wonderful program was held to honor all our 

Veterans I have never seen so many people in the 

Post, as over 200 people took time to pause, to 

remember what the Post is all about.  

On Thanksgiving we fed between 300-350 people. We 

were able to do this because of all the Turkeys that 

were donated. It was nice to see everyone enjoying 

Thanksgiving without worrying about cooking. I also 

would like to thank all the volunteers who helped to 

make the day a big success.  

As of this writing we have tickets left for our New 

Years Eve Party. You may choose from 2 options for 

the evening. Option 1 is for Hor d 'oeuvres only for 

$30 and option 2 is for Hor d 'oeuvres and dinner for 

$40. To purchase tickets you may see me any evening 

after 4pm. 

On December 18
th

 we will have our Sunday Brunch. 

This is an AYCE event for $12 and features the 

normal Breakfast items ,and a Roast Beef carving 

station and Steamed Shrimp. Brunch will be served 

from 8am – 12pm. 

As we end the year , I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the volunteers that helped 

during the year to make the Post a great success. 

Without your help we could not have all the great 

events that we do. It's your help that makes my job 

much easier. Thank You. A Post is not a building or a 

view, it is the people and we have the best. 

Bonnie and I would like to wish everyone and their 

families very Happy Holidays. 

Please remember those in our community who need 

our help. Items for the Food Bank can be left in the 

Lobby anytime the Post is open.  

 

See you at the Post 

Mark 

VFW GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 

VFW Golf   Association    members    play    golf    

each Tuesday at the Salt  Pond Golf  Course.  We will 

continue Tuesday golf weather permitting. However, 

no need to signup. Just show up at our regular times 

and play with others that show up. Our regular golf 

season runs from April 1st to November 1st each 

year. Our next regular season event begins on 

Tuesday, April 4, 2023.Remember all are Welcome! 

If    you        are       thinking      about        joining        

the       Golf        Association,    please  contact      our  

     President,        Ken    Smith,    at  267-228-7285 

or  madriverken1946@gmail.com for    more  

 information.        

 

Ed Pike 
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 IT’S TOYS FOR TOTS 

 TIME AGAIN 
 

 
It‟s that time of year again, bringing Christmas cheer 

to less fortunate kids. Toys and gifts that remind 

them that they‟re loved and not forgotten. Maybe, 

hopefully, also bringing a special memory they‟ll 

remember years later with a smile. If you remember 

some gift like that, even something small and 

inexpensive, you know what I mean.  In the words of 

victor Herbert‟s song:  

 

Toyland. Toyland. 

Little girl and boy land. 

When you dwell within it, 

You are ever happy there! 
 

Many members will remember the enjoyment of 

bringing toys and necessities like 

clothes and food to kids in 

orphanages and other places 

overseas at Christmas time, with 

some volunteer playing Santa. 

Here at home, we do the same. 

For example, the Post raises 

funds, and volunteers buy and 

wrap gifts for kids, and needy 

families, too, at Christmas time. 

And then there‟s the annual Post 

Christmas party for kids. Who‟s 

the brave Santa this year? Will the suit still fit?  

There are a lot of other worthy causes for kids, like 

WBOC‟s “Bless Our Children” fund drive. The need 

is great. One of the best and maybe the largest is the 

Marine Corps “Toys for Tots” program. How that 

came to be is an interesting story. Here‟s a summary 

based on a couple of research articles.  

Toys for Tots. In 1947, Diane Hendricks asked her 

husband, Major Bill Hendricks, who was then in the 

Marine Corps Reserves in the Los Angeles area, to 

give a few dolls she had made to any organization 

delivering toys to needy children on Christmas. When 

he reported back that he couldn‟t find any such 

group she told him to form one. So Bill, being a smart 

husband, enlisted the help of his fellow reservists to 

remedy the situation. They collected and distributed 

5,000 toys that year. They called their toy drive Toys 

for Tots, and so it is today.  

1948 to Today. That first year was so successful that 

the Marine Corps adopted the name and began a 

program for needy children. Every Marine Reserve 

Center sponsored an annual campaign to “bring the 

joy of Christmas to America‟s needy children.” 

Major Hendrick was a reserve officer on scheduled 

weekends and other times, but his civilian day job 

was as Director of Public Relations for Warner 

Brothers Studio and he was able to use his experience 

and connections to promote the program.  

Walt Disney designed the mini-train Toys for Tots 

logo. Nat King Cole, Peggy Lee and Vic Damone 

recorded a theme song. Other show business stars 

who saw the Christmas magic in the program and 

devoted their time and talent to help during the early 

years included John Wayne, Bob Hope, Frank 

Sinatra, Tim Allen, Kenny Rogers and Clint 

Eastwood. 

The program grows and evolves. In 1991, the Marine 

Corps established the Toys for Tots Foundation as a 

tax-deductible charitable organization, which 

encouraged more individuals and companies to 

donate and support the program. But like the Post, 

the muscle in the operation is provided by all the 

volunteers, who ensure that it‟s well run.  

In 2003, Reader‟s digest named the Toys for Tots 

Foundation “America‟s Best Children‟s Charity.” 

Forbes magazine named the Foundation one of the 

top ten charities on its Gold Star List.  

The astonishing record. For over seven decades, with 

tremendous public support and the selfless service of 

volunteers, Toys for Tots has collected and 

distributed toys, books and games, together with the 

joy of Christmas to over 280 million disadvantaged 

children in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 

Puerto Rico, Guam and the Virgin Islands. The 

program has also evolved into a year-round effort 

with a literacy program for kids in need. And all this 

came about because Barbara Hendricks wanted to 

give a few hand-crafted dolls she had made to some 

poor children at Christmas and she asked the right 

Marine to help. God indeed works in amazing ways.  

Keeping the joy of Toyland.  I‟ve always felt that 

Victor Herbert‟s song ends on a sad note: 

 

Childhood toyland. 

Mystical merry toyland. 

Once you pass its borders 

You can never return again.  
 

That‟s not necessarily true. Not if we look out for the 

children in need at Christmas. We share in their 



happiness and a little joyful corner of mystical merry 

Toyland.  

 

Looking forward to Christmas and other events in 

December, here are a few dates to keep in mind 

together with all the events on the Post calendar.  

 

Dec. 5. Prohibition repealed (1933) 

Dec. 7. Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

Dec. 16. Recognized as the birthday of the 

National Guard, based on formation of the first 

civilian militia regiments in Massachusetts (1636). 

Dec. 18. Hanukkah begins at sundown. 

Dec. 21. Winter begins (the shortest day and 

the longest night of the year). 

Dec. 25. Merry Christmas! 

Dec. 31. New Year‟s Eve. (Time to list those 

improvement resolutions. Or not.)  

 

Hope you enjoy every day in December 
 

Jerry Hardiman 

 

THE WALL – 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
On Tuesday evening, November 8th, I had the great 

honor of reading the names of 30 heroes whose 

names are on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. 

 One of the names I read was that of a fallen Marine 

from my hometown of Sharon Hill, Pa., Philip R. 

Wahl.  5 years ago I lost a lung attributable to 

exposure to Agent Orange during my service in Nam. 

As we honor and recognize ALL Veterans this 

Veterans Day, I am so very proud to have had the 

privilege of serving.  Have a safe and blessed 

Veterans Day  

 

Michael Algeo 

POST MEMBERSHIP 

 
 
We are now offering a free two year membership for 

our younger Combat Veterans who served in 

Southwest Asia campaigns.  Please stop by Post or 

visit website vfw7234.com “Contact Us” 

 

FINALIZING BRICKS 
To date we have sent almost 300 bricks to the brick 

company to be engraved. Since this is an important 

memorial we want to take time to get each brick 

correct. We are willing to go the extra mile. We have 

added emblems for the services after some people 

ordered bricks and have reached out to each of them 

to see if they want to add one to their brick. We have 

also sent a mockup of brick to show what it will look 

like to each person with an email. Realizing that 

email can sometimes be overlooked, or go to spam, or 

change; If you have not heard from us regarding 

your brick (an email with subject: Brick Verification)  

please send us an email at vfwpost7234.gmail.com. If 

you are not sure send an email and we can check. If 

you don‟t have an email you can call the Post and 

leave a message. Thank You.  

 

 



 

   
Donation: $100.00 per brick (100% Tax Deductible)  

  BRICK SIZE 4X8 

Make Checks payable to: VFW Post 7234 

Please print form, fill out completely and mail form along with a check to the above address or drop by 

Bar at Post 

You may provide up to three lines of inscription.  The top line may say “In honor of” or “In memory of” if you 

choose.  Military Branch, Ranks, etc. are permitted. 

Each paver may contain up to three (3) lines with 18 characters per line (lines will be centered) (select emblem 

or no emblem). Spaces & Punctuation such as dashes or commas are counted as a character.  VFW7234 

reserves the right in its sole discretion to deny any application and return the paver donation.  Questions can be 

directed to John Mitchell at sadpearl@mediacombb.net  302-381-9934 or John Gossart at  

judge800@yahoo.com 240-304-8183.  

      
 

I would like my inscription to read:  (18 characters per line only) 

 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone ________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL _____________________________________________ 

VFW Post 7234 
75th Anniversary Campaign 
29265 Marshy Hope Way 
Ocean View, De 19970 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Commander  John Gossart Jr. 

Sr. Vice Cmdr           James Jensen 

Jr. Vice Cmdr           Ken Weber 

Quartermaster          Bill Healy 

Adjutant  Fulton Loppatto 

Chaplain  John Mitchell 

Judge Advocate Sharon Ruest 

Surgeon  Richard Wagner 

Officer of the Day Chuck Guido 

Guard   Rob Gill 

Service Officer Rich Fales 

Honor Guard Capt John Gossart Jr. 

Trustee  Danny Steele 

Trustee  Robert Criswell  

Trustee  Skip Coale 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman  James Jensen 

President  John Gossart Jr. 

Vice President Rob Gill 

Treasurer  Bill Healy 

Secretary  Ken Weber 

Board Member Sharon Ruest 

Board Member Fulton Loppatto 

Board Member Ed Wolfe 

Board Member John Mitchell 

Board Member Rick Delaney 

Board Member John Hickman 

 

AUXILIARY TEAM 
President  Dale Weese 

Sr Vice Pres  Karen Ware 

Jr Vice Pres  Carol Weber 

Secretary  Ty Magliola 

Treasurer  Roberta Walter 

Chaplain  Theo Loppatto 

Guard   Shirley Stong 

Conductress  Kathy Schmon 

Patriotic Ins  Peg Atkins 

Trustee  Connie Weber 

Trustee  Debbie Vischer-Jensen 

Trustee  Debra Craven 

 

 

 

For the Latest Updates and News 

Please send your email to 

vfwpost7234@gmail.com 

 

Member in Need of Assistance 

Please call: 

John Gossart Jr. 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Member Sick or Deceased 

Please call:  

For VFW – John Mitchell 302-381-9934 

For Aux – Theo Loppatto 302-537-5661 

 

Assistance with VA claims or benefits 

Please call:  

Rich Fales (301)325-3813 or email me at 

Smokey1st@netzero.net    

  

 

                       FOOD BANK 

Please continue to drop off food items at 

the entry way. We continue to support 

our local families in need. Thank you for 

your donations. 

VFW POST 7234 HONOR GUARD 

TO BECOME A MEMBER, PLEASE 

CONTACT JOHN GOSSART 

240-304-8183 
              

            Veteran Claims Assistance 
 

Our state Veterans Service Officer comes to our 

Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of every month at 

1:30PM; to make an appointment you can 

contact him at david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-

994-2511 ext 7586        
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HONORING OUR VETERANS 
 

   

   

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 


