
 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMANDERS CORNER 
 

Comrades, Auxiliary, and Post members,  

One could argue that the last two months at our Post 

have seen record numbers of members and guests 

attending such 

popular events 

as Cheese steak 

Tuesday, Flip 

Five, Crab, 

Steak and Pork 

chop Night, 

Friday Family 

Buffet, Prime 

Rib Saturday, 

weekend music 

events, and 

Sunday breakfasts. All these events involve our 

kitchen staff, bartenders, and many volunteers. I 

have never seen such a busy group working so hard 

for the benefit of our Post and its veterans. As 

Commander, I can‟t thank you enough for your 

dedication, care and concern for our veterans and to 

the mission of the VFW and our Post. We are 

privileged to have you! 

And no doubt you have heard that our Board of 

Directors has decided to change our membership 

policy for Mason Dixon Membership. This is 

necessary for the health and well-being of our Post 

and its veterans, and to manage our large volume of 

Mason Dixon membership and our canteen services. 

Effective August 1, 2022, Mason Dixon VFW Post 

7234 will only be available to veterans. The Veteran 

Related (VR) class of membership will no longer be 

available for new members. Current VR members 

will be grandfathered and continue as members so 

long as your membership is renewed and current. 

Membership will change to a 2-year membership, 

and dues will increase to $75 per year for both 

veteran members and grandfathered veteran related 

members. Any questions you have can be discussed 

with any Board of Directors member. Please do not 

ask our bartenders as only BOD members are 

authorized to answer questions regarding Mason 

Dixon membership. 

Please know that our VFW Post Officers, our 

Auxiliary Officers, and our Board of Directors value 

all our current Mason Dixon members, in particular 

the many MD members who regularly volunteer at 

our Post for the betterment of our veterans. WE are 

very fortunate to have you! 

On August 15
th

 at 5:30PM at the Post there will be an 

Orientation for new members and a Meet and Greet 

VFW Post Officers, Auxiliary Officers, and Board of 

Directors members. This will give all our new and old 

members an opportunity to meet our officers, learn 

what we do for the betterment of our veterans and 

comrades, learn what we do for our community, learn 

of our mission and our duties and responsibilities. We 

hope you will take time out of your schedule and 

come speak to us. Give us your comments, ideas, and 

suggestions to make our Post a better home for all 

our veterans and members. 

Many of you may not know but our Post is involved 

in many different veteran causes and donates a large 

amount of money to veteran causes and community 

causes. For example, so far this year our Post has 

donated $10,000 to the VFW National Home in East 

Rapids, Michigan.  

 “The VFW National Home assists military veterans        

and their families with children, by creating a 

foundation of services and resources to achieve their 

personal and family goals in order to move forward 

in a positive, safe and healthy environment." 

And we participate in many community events to 

include recently, the Flags for Heroes Memorial Day 

celebration, the Memorial Day Service at the Bethany 

Beach Bandstand and the 4
th

 of July Parade in Bay 

Forest.  

On July 8
th,

 the Chicken Shack hosted a birthday 

party and celebration for our comrade and friend, 

Post Life Member Jack Lynch (98), a WWII veteran. 

. 
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Jack spent many years as an active member of our 

Post and the Chicken Shack crew. Happy Birthday 

Jack! 

(See photos later in newsletter) 

And speaking of WWII veterans, Post Life Member 

Ernest Marvel traveled to WDC to the French 

Embassy where he received the French Legion of 

Honor Medal, the highest military decoration 

bestowed by the French government. On August 27
th

 

at 11AM at our Post, we will conduct a ceremony in 

honor of PVT First Class Ernest Marvel and his 

decoration. All are welcome to attend. Come and 

congratulate Ernie, see his medal, and hear his story 

of combat as he helped in the liberation of the 

Dachau Concentration Camp. 

 

 
French Ambassador Phillipe Etienne on 

Wednesday, July 13, 2022, presented the Legion of 

Honor, France’s highest honor, to U.S. Army 

veterans Leslie Simmler, 97, Ernest Marvel, 98, 

and J. David Bailey, 100, for their service in World 

War II. The ceremony took place at the French 

Embassy in Washington, D.C.  

 
Our Help A Veteran Program continues to reach out 

to our veteran members. Our committee is chaired by 

Fran “Sarge” Bolen. If you are interested in joining 

us, our next meeting is Friday August 5
th

 at 11AM at 

the Post. 

Our Memorial Park continues to make progress with 

the completion of the circular walkway. Our next 

project will be the removal and relocation of electric 

poles and wiring. Stay tuned. 

Remember memorial Bricks are still available. If you 

have not yet purchased a brick, please do so. 

In September, (date to be determined) I will send a 

call out to ALL members to join me for a grounds 

cleaning and maintenance at the Post. Get your 

garden tools ready. BOD member John Hickman, 

Chair of our Building and Grounds Maintenance 

Committee will have a list of things for us to do. 

I would like to thank all our members and guests for 

your cooperation with our Door Monitors as you 

show your current membership cards and sign our 

guest book. You have made the job easy and our 

Monitors have enjoyed meeting you and chatting 

with you. 

Commander “thank you “this month go to: 

Glen and Linda Laverty for donating a number of 

military hard cover books to the Post. 

Stephen Hamyok for donating Vietnam memorabilia 

to include 50
th

 Anniversary pins and Presidential 

letters. If interested, please see me as I have a few 

left. 

 

Stay safe, be well, pray for peace, and May God Bless 

You! 

 

John 

 

John F. Gossart. Jr. 

Commander 

Mason Dixon VFW Post 7234 

 

2022-23 COMMANDER’S GOALS 
 

As Post Commander, I have set these goals for the 

coming year. With your help and support, we can 

move forward with these goals and continue to make 

our Post a better “home” for our veterans and 

members. 

 

1. Increase VFW membership attendance at our 

monthly meeting. 

2. Increase VFW member participation in the 

decision-making process for our Post. 

3. Make members more responsible for their 

Post by attending meeting and voting on 

proposals. 

4. Increase VFW membership by recruiting 

younger members from the Iraq and 

Afghanistan era. 

5. Create a “Bring A Member and Friend” 

Program. 



6. Establish a “Volunteer Interest Program” to 

increase our volunteers and their 

participation. 

7. Establish a “Welcome Orientation Program” 

to welcome new VFW, Auxiliary and Mason 

Dixon members. Our new members will learn 

about our Post, it‟s mission, veterans‟ services 

and programs, our community outreach, the 

Honor Guard, volunteer programs, as well as 

our social events, and our bar and kitchen 

activities and hours of operation. 

8. Establish a “Volunteer Orientation Program” 

for new volunteers 

9. Establish a “Talk to the Commander and 

Post Officers Program” to be scheduled 

bimonthly (every two months) …to improve      

communications, to ask questions, raise 

issues, make suggestions, etc.. 

10. Establish Educational Seminars at the Post 

for interested veterans to learn about and 

understand veteran resources and benefits. 

This will include meeting with our Service 

Officer and invited experts. 

11. Create a “Help A Veteran Program” to 

provide veteran assistance with 

transportation, repair person assistance, 

visitation, etc.. 

12. Implement a special Fund Drive Program for 

worthy causes to include the National Home 

For Children. 

13. Create and establish a “Preventative 

Maintenance Protocol Program” for our post 

building and equipment. 

14. Enhance and improve our lobby entrance. 

Create a digital memorial to replace our 

memorial plaques. 

15. Establish a program to capture our member 

hours of service to our Post, community, 

church, for recognition and reporting to the 

state and national VFW. 

16. Create more social programs for our veterans 

and members at the Post to include cards, 

scrabble, board games, etc.. 

 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 

      August.....enough said.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to introduce and share a little about 

myself to those I have 

not had the pleasure of 

meeting as of yet.  My 

wife and I are 

originally from the 

Baltimore area of 

Maryland and have 

owned a 

second/vacation home 

in Ocean View for over 

25 years.  We moved to 

Ocean View 

permanently in 2015 

after retiring from 

careers in Law 

Enforcement from Baltimore.  I was introduced to 

the VFW by my brother in law, James "Sonny" 

Jensen, who served in the Navy and is a Vietnam 

Veteran.  In 2018 I joined the Auxiliary as a Life 

Member under the eligibility of my grandfather who 

was a WWII Navy veteran who served on the USS 

Santee.   I became actively involved in events and 

activities at the Post and with the Auxiliary in helping 

our veterans, the community and our youth.  I took 

up an officer role and progressed from there.  My 

first major involvement was with The Wall That 

Heals in 2019, what a humbling experience.  This is 

how it all starts.  Get out, get involved and it will suck 

you in.  This Post seems to have a life of its own. 

   Upon joining I began to do some research about my 

grandfather, James Surguy, and his ship. As growing 

up my grandfather did not speak much about the 

war.  I learned bits and pieces after his death.   His 

ship was involved in the heaviest action in the Pacific 

taking part in air operations over Hollandia, 

Kwajalein, Guam and Morotai.  In October, the ship 

saw damage caused by kamikaze and torpedo and 

was involved in the Battle of Leyte Gulf and provided 

support to the invasion of Okinawa.  At 0740, a 

Japanese plane made a suicide dive with an estimated 

63 kilogram bomb, crashing through the flight deck 

and stopping on the hangar deck.  Sixteen minutes 

later at 0756, a torpedo struck the ship, and 

emergency repairs were completed by 0935, 1 hour 

and 39 minutes later.  Talk about teamwork and 

commitment.  I may be biased but it is a good read 

about this ship.   I am proud to be his grandson, to 

call James Jensen my brother in law and honored to 

be associated with the men and women of Post #7234, 

all who served their country with pride. 

  The sacrifice and service that my grandfather made 

afforded me the opportunity to join the Auxiliary and 



be a part of this great post.  In honor and tribute to 

him I purchased a brick with his name and service 

engraved, to be part of our Memorial Park that is 

being constructed at the Post.  When you really 

reflect upon it, all us Auxiliary Members were able to 

join and be part of the VFW FAMILY, this Post and 

enjoy all it has to offer due to the service and sacrifice 

of a loved one or FAMILY member.  A brick in our 

Memorial Park would be a great way to honor them 

and say thank you.  Without them, none of us would 

be here.   We are all here together due to FAMILY 

and operate as one FAMILY, with shared interests, 

principals and the same common goal to support our 

veterans.   Although we come from different 

backgrounds and have differing opinion at times, we 

support one another, our veterans and have each 

other's back in the end.  Just like a true FAMILY 

does. FAMILY, the "F" in the way we operate,  

F.I.R.S.T  (Family, Involvement, Respect, Service, 

Teamwork).   If you have not seen the Memorial 

Park, please take a look, and reflect upon it as you 

enter the Post.  It is going to be beautiful. 

      July was a busy month at the Post and as 

expected with large crowds at our breakfast and 

weekly events. Our volunteers are working tirelessly 

to ensure that things continue to run smoothly.  My 

first meeting as president was held and I believe it 

went well as I am still here ...... LOL.   Changes to the 

way we handle our application process for new 

members are in the works.  This is to ensure a 

consistent easier process, and make the handling and 

review less taxing on the investigative committee and 

those dealing with ensuring they are accurate.  

Further details and procedure will be communicated 

to members once finalized and completed.  Prior to 

our monthly meeting in July our Auxiliary presented 

our essay winner Matthew Engle a scholarship for 

$1500.00.  Matthew wrote an essay on "Why do 

veterans join the Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Organization".  The VFW Post also presented a 

Certificate of Appreciation to Past President Ellen 

Reilly for her dedication to the post and her service 

as president of the Auxiliary for the past two years. 

   Our Youth Program held a patriotic craft event for 

the kids on Jul 2nd to celebrate the 4th of July.  Kids 

painted flags made from paint sticks with their hand 

prints representing the stars.  This was a wonderful 

event and even the parents participated by painting 

their own along with their children.  Thanks to the 

wonderful volunteers, Christine D, Kathy S, Kathy G, 

Debbie C, Connie W, Beth D, Kathy I, Linda R, and 

Chairperson Cindy W who made this event a success.  

A special thank you to Sherwin Williams for their 

donation of all the paint sticks. 

      So the weather is hot but the post is air 

conditioned.  Come enjoy the events at the post, 

volunteer and spend time with friends and family. 

Until next time as Ron Burgundy (Anchorman) 

would say if he was a member, "Stay Classy Ocean 

View". 

 

Stay safe,  

 

Dale Weese, Jr 

President 

VFW Post 7234 Auxiliary   

 

 

 
Matthew Engle 

 

 
                             Patriotic Craft Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOTES 

 

Greetings members, 

 

The hazy days of summer are coming to an 

end. Memorial Day, Fourth of July is now just a 

memory. Another couple of weeks it will be Labor 

Day, the official ending of the season.                 We'll 

begin to make plans for the 

next few months. The 

continuation of the once a 

month brunches, flip 5, the 

ever popular cheese steak 

night, along with the daily 

dinner schedule. Let's not 

forget the Friday buffet, and 

music on the weekends. Plus 

bring a dish football Sunday. 

So there is a lot still going on 

at 7234. Don't forget, we are 

hoping the memorial will be 

completed by schedule 

(Veterans Day). When that day arrives, a memorable 

celebration will be had by the post. We all who have 

so diligently put the time and effort into the project 

are looking forward to its completion. The memorial 

brick sale is still ongoing. It's a wonderful way to 

honor and keep a loved one‟s memory alive. So, as 

you can see VFW post 7234 is busting at is seams 

with events in place to end the summer season and 

start the fall season. Grab, a calendar and newsletter 

and the stay up to date with the current affairs.            

                 

 

Chairman of the Board 

Jim Jensen  

 

CHAPLAINS’ CORNER 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the families who 

have lost loved ones.  Eternal rest grant unto them O‟ 

Lord, may the perpetual light shine upon them, and 

may they rest in peace.  Amen.      

 

William R. Carter 

M. Garrison Lewis 

 

 

 

Please call John Mitchell at 302-

381-9934 for the VFW or Theo Loppatto at 302-537-

5661 for the Auxiliary, if a member is sick or has 

passed away. 

 

 

SERVICE OFFICER OUTREACH 

 

PROTECT YOUR BENEFITS: BEAT 

PENSION POACHERS TO THE PUNCH  

 

Have you received a suspicious call from an 

organization claiming to represent or have affiliation 

with VA? Did the caller guarantee a lucrative payout 

for your disability 

compensation 

or pension claim for a 

“small fee?” If so, you 

may be a target of a scam. 

Recently, VA has seen an 

increase of fraudsters and 

non-accredited 

representatives who are 

targeting the pension 

benefits of elderly 

Veterans, their 

dependents, and 

survivors. 

VA is committed to defeating fraudsters by educating 

elderly Veterans, their families, and all partners 

about the types of fraudulent tactics being used 

against them, including Pension Poaching. 

Pension Poaching is the financial exploitation by an 

advisor who profits by artificially qualifying a 

claimant for VA pension benefits. The scheme often 

involves financial maneuvers such as advising 

claimants to hide their assets in trusts or annuity 

products sometimes resulting in lost investments and 

lucrative fees paid to the advisor. Pension Poaching is 

rapidly evolving as a preferred method used by 

criminals to defraud elderly Veterans, survivors and 

their families who are eligible for VA benefits. 

To avoid being a victim to these tactics, here are some 

helpful tips to remember when protecting yourself 

from fraud: 

- Be suspicious if someone offers to shift your 

assets around to qualify for VA pension. You 

may be required to repay benefits to the 

government. 

- NEVER share eBenefits, VA.gov, or other VA 

login credentials with anyone. 

- DO NOT deposit VA benefits directly into a 

third-party bank account unless the person is 

court appointed or a VA accredited fiduciary. 

- Remember, VA does not charge for processing 

a claim or request a processing fee. Use VA 

accredited organizations to help file your 

claim. 

- VA does not threaten or take adverse actions 

such as jail or lawsuits on claimants. If in 

doubt, call VA directly at 1-800-827-1000. 

https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/?s=pension
https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/factsheets/limitedincome/pension-poaching.pdf
https://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp


To report suspected activity, please contact the VA 

Office of Inspector General (OIG) by calling 1-800-

488-8244. You may also file a complaint with the 

Federal Trade Commission by 

visiting www.consumercomplaints.fcc.gov. 

Protecting Veterans‟ benefits against fraudulent 

activity is one of the best things everyone can do to 

honor them, their service and sacrifice. 

U.S. Postal Service News 
While this may not necessarily be a Veteran issue, 

many of us have rental properties. A tenant will not 

receive any mail at a rental property unless they have 

completed Postal Service (PS) form-4232. “Rural 

Customer Delivery Instructions.” It is no longer 

sufficient to just have an address. Names must be on 

the master roster. You can pick the form up at any 

Post Office and you can add up to 10 additional 

people who may receive mail at your address. Those 

of us who house International Students found this out 

the hard way when they were mailed their first 

checks and never received their checks or Social 

Security cards. However, this doesn‟t apply to just 

international students. If you have grand kids coming 

for the summer, get them listed. Apparently, this form 

has been out since 2010 but a 2018 lawsuit made it 

mandatory. Almost all of Sussex County is considered 

rural routes, even cities like Rehoboth and Lewes. So, 

if you see this form in your mailbox, the Post Office 

has received mail for someone at that address who is 

not listed on the master roster. 

Community Care Note: Some Community Care 

Providers will ask for your private insurance. Tell 

them you are a VA referral. If you provide them with 

your private insurance, they will attempt to bill your 

insurance directly instead of billing the VA and 

having the VA bill your insurance. Sometimes, they 

both bill your private insurance. You could end up 

paying more than the VA co-pay. 

 

Next Month, passage of the PACT Act and changes to 

the way the VA decides “presumptive diseases.” 

 
In Comradeship, 

H. Rich Fales, Post Service Officer 

Cell: (301) 325-3813 

Email: Smokey1st@netzero 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONOR GUARD NEWS 

 

July was a quiet month for the Honor Guard as we 

did not participate in and 

funeral services. We did 

however, participate in the 

4
th

 of July parade at the Bay 

Forest Community in Ocean 

View. Five (5) members, Skip 

Coale, Warren Eastburn, 

Tony Adams, Rob Gill and 

John Gossart marched in the 

parade to the cheers and 

salutes of the community.  

 

 

 

 
Honor Guard volunteers also helped move Post 

Quartermaster Bill Healy‟s office and relocate the 

Honor Guard office. Thanks to Mike Schiffer, 

Warren Eastburn, Frank Rickards, Rob Gill, Ed 

Krusey, Hugh Spafford and Dale Weese. The new 

offices look great. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

Honor Guard, especially our younger members, 

please contact me: 

 

John F. Gossart, Jr. 

Captain of the Honor Guard 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

Or: 

Mike Schiffer 

Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard 

Rschiffer0@gmail.com 
 

*The purpose of the Honor Guard is to provide 

funeral honors for our fallen comrades and guard 

national monuments. An Honor Guard may also 

serve as the „guardians of the colors‟ “‟by displacing 

and escorting the national flag on ceremonial 

occasions at official functions.”  

 

http://www.reportfraud.ftc.gov/
mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Rschiffer0@gmail.com


CANTEEN CORNER 

 

As we enter the last month of the summer season, 

business is booming. Every day our members are 

coming in to enjoy all the activities. Our volunteers 

are working many hours so that everyone can have 

an enjoyable experience. Make sure to thank them. 

 Sunday morning breakfasts have been very busy and 

continue to be one of the biggest revenue streams for 

the Post. Our 4 breakfast teams have worked very 

hard to keep up with the demand. We will have 4 

regular breakfast left and then end the summer 

season with Brunch on the Sunday of Labor Day 

weekend. 

On Sunday 9/4 we will have our Labor Day Picnic 

from 4-6pm. The menu will consist of Pulled Pork 

BBQ, Hamburgers and Hot Dogs, Baked Beans, 

Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, and Potato Chips. This will 

be an AYCE for $10. 

We will hold our fall Bull & Oyster Roast on 

Saturday 10/8 starting at 3pm. The menu of Oyster 

Stew , Oysters on the half shell , Pit Beef , Sausage & 

Green Peppers, Baked Beans, Potato Salad ,and Cole 

Slaw. This is a ticketed event and tickets sell for $40. 

Tickets go on sale on September 1
st
 and can be 

bought from the bartenders. Get you tickets early as 

this event sells out fast. 

 

Please remember those in our community who need 

our help. Items for the Food Bank can be left in the 

Lobby anytime the Post is open.  

 

See you at the Post 

Mark 

VFW GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 

VFW Golf   Association    members    play    golf    

each Tuesday at the Salt  Pond Golf  Course.  

Register for play by sending an email 

to vfwgolf7234@gmail.com NLT noon on the Monday 

before the date of play.  Show up    at    7:30    a.m.  

for    8:00    a.m.    tee    time.        Remember    all    

are    welcome!!!      Please make note that beginning 

September 6 our times change to showup    at    8:30    

a.m.  for    9:00    a.m.    tee    time.  If    you        are    

   thinking      about        joining        the       Golf        

Association,    please  contact      our       President,      

  Ken    Smith,    at  267-228-7285 

or  madriverken1946@gmail.com for    more  

 information.        

 

Ed Pike 

 

THANKS TO AN ALL-STAR TEAM: THE 

CHICKEN SHACK VOLUNTEERS 

 

Thanks to the efforts of many volunteers and a secret 

BBQ sauce recipe, the Chicken Shack is recording 

another successful season, making a lot of hungry 

people happy on Saturdays, and helping to support 

many worthwhile causes.  

July was especially hot this year, 

but the volunteers have kept 

turning out what many have 

said is the best BBQ chicken 

ever tasted. You can lose weight 

just thinking about working 

along the sides of the fire pit in 

the high 90‟s heat. And the 

people, both regular and new 

customers, keep lining up every 

Saturday despite the heat. No 

advertising or special sales events necessary.  

The now-famous BBQ sauce recipe was created years 

ago by Flora Hudson, Irv Hudson‟s mother.  

Volunteers have taken time and care to prepare it 

every week. This year, our thanks are due to Judy 

Beckett, Millie Cheek, Hazel Holden (Emeritus Chef) 

and led by Joan Lehman. I hope I didn‟t miss 

anyone.  

Even with Mrs. Hudson‟s secret recipe, a stellar 

reputation for quality and hungry customers, success 

would not be possible without Ken Weber‟s team of 

volunteers.  This is an All-Star team that shows up on 

summer Saturdays to prepare and grill the chicken 

and feed the people from early morning until the 

chicken runs out, usually by early afternoon at the 

latest. This is not a “virtual” operation you can 

participate in by Zoom.   

You‟ll probably know many of the volunteers from 

events at the Post. With apologies to anyone I missed 

and for misspelled names, here‟s a current roster, 

noting that not everyone works every Saturday.  

 

Greg Albertson Carroll Hock 

George Bennitt   Grant Hnilicka, 

Jack Blush               Keith Hnilicka 

Josh Bolles               Mark Hodson 

Paul Brennan                Brenda Hyre 

Ed Burke                Roger Kramp 

Anthony Colicchio Mike Lacy 

Randy Comstock  Cal Langford 

Frank Cruice              Pete Lavoie 

Mike Dunevant Jack Lynch (Emeritus) 

Mary Ann Dunevant Lee Metzger 

Warren Eastburn  Chad Myers 

Jim Fiske              Steve Rebetsky 

Doug Fontenot              Bud Rizer 

Rob Gill              Mike Schiffer  

mailto:vfwgpolf7234@gmail.com
mailto:madriverken1946@gmail.com


Cindy Glowacki George Smith  

Bill Goodwin               William Smith 

Anthony Gough Gary Steffen 

Chuck Guido              Paul Stehlik 

Kevin Harford              Tony Topper 

Ken Weber 

 

All the volunteers deserve appreciation for 

contributing their time (and perspiration) on 

Saturdays to the Chicken Shack operation. But I 

have to single out Jack Lynch for special recognition.  

Until recently, even when Jack was well into his 90‟s, 

he was there every Saturday for years, patrolling the 

side of the fire pit, keeping the flames down and 

making sure the chicken was well-basted and didn‟t 

burn. Some pre-COVID years ago, when Rosemary 

and I volunteered at the Chicken Shack, I‟d 

sometimes help him when Frank Capella wasn‟t 

there. Jack called me “Kid.”  I was well over 70 then 

and really enjoyed working with him.  Who 

wouldn‟t? I think he was everyone‟s role model. 

Jack‟s 98th birthday celebration at the Post in July 

was an opportunity for well-deserved recognition not 

just for his years of service as a volunteer at the Post, 

but also for his service in the Navy during WWII and 

the Korean War.  

Thanks again to Jack, Ken Weber and all the other 

volunteers who make the Chicken Shack such a great 

success and a fun place to volunteer. If you see any of 

them at the Post in the bar area and want to say 

thanks, remember their motto is: “Hydrate.” That 

doesn‟t always mean water.  

 

Jerry Hardiman 

 

 IN MEMORIAM:  

WILLIAM R. CARTER 

 

VFW Life Member and long-time member of Post 

7234 Bill Carter passes away at the Charlotte Hall 

Veterans Home in Maryland on July 17. I had an 

opportunity to spend some time with Bill at a few 

Post events. He introduced himself as Jennifer 

Carter‟s Dad, so we talked about Jenn‟s musical 

talent, an easy subject to agree on, and all she did 

looking out for him and others. And I learned he 

enlisted in the Navy during World War II when he 

was 17 and served in the Pacific. We also had a 

shared interest in military tactical communications. 

Other than those brief enjoyable conversations, I 

didn‟t know much about his life.   

Now I find out from the obituary that Jenn wrote as a 

tribute to her Dad that after his discharge from the 

Navy, he had a distinguished 30-year career with the 

Central Intelligence Agency and later worked in the 

private sector. Both careers involved foreign travel 

and some times, really memorable times for Jenn, she 

and her mother and brother could accompany him. 

Fulton says that he and Bill agreed that their paths 

crossed somewhere overseas during their intelligence 

agency careers, but that neither could remember 

what names they were using. 

Bill‟s record of service is important and certainly 

interesting, but as Jenn‟s obituary for her Dad makes 

clear, the more important part is the influence for 

good he had on others—family members, coworkers 

and a multitude of friends. Enjoying life and sharing 

that with others along the way. 

You can check the obituary for more information 

about Bill‟s life and future 

arrangements.https://www.devolfuneralhome.com/ob

ituaries/William-R-

Carter?obId=25407224#/celebrationWall 

For now, we can send Bill off on this journey with the 

sailor‟s prayer for “fair winds and a following sea.” 

 

Jerry Hardiman 

 

JACK LYNCH  98TH BIRTHDAY 
 

The Chicken Shack hosted a 98
th

 birthday party 

for Jack Lynch, one of the founding members of 

the Post. A WWII Veteran, long serving 

Adjutant, and longer serving Chicken Shack 

Volunteer. In Addition to the Chicken Shack 

Crew; the sauce ladies were there, 6 past 
commanders including Irv, and his family. 
A big banner was there for everyone to sign.  
John Mitchell gave a brief tribute and 
blessing. Cake and chicken shack chicken for 
eats. Happy Birthday Jack! 

 
 

https://www.devolfuneralhome.com/obituaries/William-R-Carter?obId=25407224#/celebrationWall
https://www.devolfuneralhome.com/obituaries/William-R-Carter?obId=25407224#/celebrationWall
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              The Sauce Ladies 

 
                   Jack’s Family 

 
              Past Commanders 

 
                     Cutting the Cake 

 

       The Chicken Shack Crew     

 

                  The Crew at the pit 

 



 

   
Donation: $100.00 per brick (100% Tax Deductible)  

  BRICK SIZE 4X8 

Make Checks payable to: VFW Post 7234 

Please print form, fill out completely and mail form along with a check to the above address or drop by 

Bar at Post 

You may provide up to three lines of inscription.  The top line may say “In honor of” or “In memory of” if you 

choose.  Military Branch, Ranks, etc. are permitted. 

Each paver may contain up to three (3) lines with 18 characters per line (lines will be centered) (select emblem 

or no emblem). Spaces & Punctuation such as dashes or commas are counted as a character.  VFW7234 

reserves the right in its sole discretion to deny any application and return the paver donation.  Questions can be 

directed to John Mitchell at sadpearl@mediacombb.net  302-381-9934 or John Gossart at  

judge800@yahoo.com 240-304-8183.  

      
 

I would like my inscription to read:  (18 characters per line only) 

 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/___/ 
 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone ________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL _______________________________________________ 

VFW Post 7234 
75th Anniversary Campaign 
29265 Marshy Hope Way 
Ocean View, De 19970 

 

mailto:sadpearl@mediacombb.net
mailto:judge800@yahoo.com


LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Commander  John Gossart Jr. 

Sr. Vice Cmdr           James Jensen 

Jr. Vice Cmdr           Ken Weber 

Quartermaster          Bill Healy 

Adjutant  Fulton Loppatto 

Chaplain  John Mitchell 

Judge Advocate Sharon Ruest 

Surgeon  Richard Wagner 

Officer of the Day Chuck Guido 

Guard   Rob Gill 

Service Officer Rich Fales 

Honor Guard Capt John Gossart Jr. 

Trustee  Danny Steele 

Trustee  Robert Criswell  

Trustee  Skip Coale 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman  James Jensen 

President  John Gossart Jr. 

Vice President Rob Gill 

Treasurer  Bill Healy 

Secretary  Ken Weber 

Board Member Sharon Ruest 

Board Member Fulton Loppatto 

Board Member Ed Wolfe 

Board Member John Mitchell 

Board Member Rick Delaney 

Board Member John Hickman 

 

AUXILIARY TEAM 
President  Dale Weese 

Sr Vice Pres  Karen Ware 

Jr Vice Pres  Carol Weber 

Secretary  Ty Magliola 

Treasurer  Roberta Walter 

Chaplain  Theo Loppatto 

Guard   Shirley Stong 

Conductress  Kathy Schmon 

Patriotic Ins  Peg Atkins 

Trustee  Connie Weber 

Trustee  Debbie Vischer-Jensen 

Trustee  Debra Craven 

 

 

For the Latest Updates and News 

Please send your email to 

vfwpost7234@gmail.com 

 

Member in Need of Assistance 

Please call: 

John Gossart Jr. 

240-304-8183 

Judge800@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Member Sick or Deceased 

Please call:  

For VFW – John Mitchell 302-381-9934 

For Aux – Theo Loppatto 302-537-5661 

 

Assistance with VA claims or benefits 

Please call:  

Rich Fales (301)325-3813 or email me at 

Smokey1st@netzero.net    

  

 

                       FOOD BANK 

Please continue to drop off food items at 

the entry way. We continue to support 

our local families in need. Thank you for 

your donations. 

VFW POST 7234 HONOR GUARD 

TO BECOME A MEMBER, PLEASE 

CONTACT JOHN GOSSART 

240-304-8183 
              

            Veteran Claims Assistance 
 

Our state Veterans Service Officer comes to our 

Post the 2
nd

 Thursday of every month at 

1:30PM; to make an appointment you can 

contact him at david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-

994-2511 ext 7586        

mailto:Judge800@yahoo.com
mailto:Smokey1st@netzero.net
mailto:david.hilliard@va.gov

